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PREFACE 


Although the Catholic Tradition established in New England by 
Samuel Seabury has since been maintained in Connecticut by a line of 
able and dedicated bishops, it has been continuously assisted and re- 
corded by distinguished scholar-priests, who have faithfully guarded 
the records and utilized whatever means might be at their disposal 
for publishing their studies. The earliest historical writing in 
this Diocese appeared in The Churchman's Magazine (New Haven, 1804- 
1827), in the Episcopal Watchman (Hartford, 1827-1833), and later in 
The Evergreen. The first consolidation was, in its day, the monu- 
mental History of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut by the first 
Diocesan Historiographer, Eben Edwards Beardsley. His successor, 
Samuel Hart, served the cause chiefly by gathering scattered manu- 
scripts and occasionally composing, for The Churchman and other per- 
iodicals, accurate biographical sketches of distinguished contempor- 
aries. Then William Agur Beardsley, nephew to the first, became the 
Historiographer, contributing a number of significant biographical 
and institutional studies to the Historical Magazine of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church, which, founded during the Depression years, 
nobly struggled to serve the Church with meager financial support and 
a small subscription list. Arthur Adams, Librarian of Trinity College, 
continued the work of his predecessors, chiefly by protecting the 
slowly accumulating Diocesan Archives. The work of all these men 
survives in the present volume. 


The most colorful agency for the gathering and dissemination 
of Connecticut Church history developed in the late 1890's under the 
aegis of Miss Elizabeth Beach, of West Hartford. With the help of 
her sister, Miss Mary Beach, she ultimately established the Church 
Missions Publishing Company (C.M.P.C.), which sought on a small scale 
to duplicate the work in England of the Society for the Promotion of 
Christian Knowledge (S.P.C.K.), publishing and circulating pamphlets, 
tracts, and small books. The C.M.P.C. continues active to this day, 
under the presidency of the Rt. Rev. Walter H. Gray, D.D., bishop 
emeritus of Connecticut, encouraging the study of Diocesan and Pan- 
Anglican traditions and generously underwriting studies like the 
present one. The wide range of resources employed herein, fully in- 
dicated in the terminal bibliography, will add further details to 
this brief sketch. Thanks are due the Rev. Dr. Lawrence L. Brown, 
current editor of the Historical Magazine, for graciously permitting 
me to reprint studies that might be under copyright and thus to con- 
solidate the writing of Connecticut's official historiographers over 
nearly half a century. 


The compiler hopes that the present volume will stimulate the 
writing of biographies of Connecticut's twentieth-century bishops 
and the outlining of more recently established Diocesan institutions. 


Kenneth Walter Cameron 
Archivist and Historiographer 


Easter, 1970. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCII OF BISHOP SEABURY. 


Tue Rr. Rev. Samuet Seanury, D. D., first Bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the Dioceses of 
Connecticut and Rhode Island, the son of the Rev. 
Samuel Scabury,* was born at Groton, 1728. Very 
little is known’ of his carly history, beyond the fact, 
that he was always remarkable for soundness of mind, 
clearness of understanding, tenacity of memory, and 
for comprchensiveness and solidity of judgment. He 
was educated at Yale College, where he was gradua- 
ted in 1748, with credit to himself, and honor to the 
University. He received the degree of M. A. from 
Columbia College, N. Y., and that of D. D. from the 
University of Oxford, England. In 1751 he went to 
Scotland for the purpose of studying medicine, but his 
attention being turned to Theology, he relinquished 
medicine, and after a course of theological study, was 
ordained by the Bishop of London, 1753. 

On his return to America, he was appointed Mis- 
sionary at New Brunswick, N. J., and remained in 
charge of Christ Church in that place, until Easter, 
1757. He then removed to Jamaica, L. I.,. and had 
charge of Grace Church, Jamaica, until December, 
1766, when he was removed to St. Petcr’s Church, 
Westchester. Here he remained until the fall of 1776, 
when he removed to the city of New York, subsequent 
to the occupation of the city by the British troops, and 
remained in New York and at Staten Island until the 
declaration of peace, in 1783, officiating for some por- 
tion of the time as Chaplain to the British army. 

During the War of the Revolution, Bishop Seabury 
and the other missionarics of the Venerable Society for 


Propagating the Guspcl in Forcign Parts, felt them- 


selves bound by the oath of allegiance to the King, 
which they were obliged to take before their ordination, 
by their relation to their Diocesan, the Bishop of Lon- 
don, and by their duty to the Socicty of which they 
were missionaries, to espouse the cause of the King 
and the mother country. And they were still further 
stimulated to this course by the violent opposition 
made to the Consccration of Bishops for this country, 
and by the unmitigated hostility manifested towards 
Episcopacy itsclf. But there is no pretence that they 


* Rey. Samuel Seabury was a member of Yale College at the 
time President Cutler, Dr. Johnson, and Mr. Brown declared 
for Episcopacy, but left in consequence of the troubles, and went 
to Harvard University, Cambridge, where he was graduated in 
1724. He was soon after ordained to the Congregational minis- 
try, over the Second Society in Groton, though omitted in Dr. 
Trumbull’s list; but left about 1729, and becoming an Episco- 
palian, went to England for Orders, about 1731 or 1732. On his 
return in 1733, he was appointed Missionary at New London, 
where he remained until 1743, when he was removed to Hemp- 
stead, L. I., where he died in 1764, leaving three sons. It is 
worthy of remark, that Mr, Senbury's successor at Groton, 
Rey. Ebenczer Punderson, as well as Dr, Johnson's successor at 
West Haven, Rev. Jonathan Arnold, both became Churchmen. 
- To the exertions of the latter, Trinity Parish, New Haven, is 
indebted for its funds. 
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ever did any acts inconsistent with their character as 
ministers of the gospel of peace. They were content 
to remain silent spectators of the conflict, faithfully 
discharging thcir duties to Gop and the Church, and 
when the final issue declared America triumphant, 
those who had not been removed by the Socicty in 
whose employ they were, cheerfully came forward and 
acknowledged their allegiance to the new government.* 

Immediately after. the declaration of peace, and be- 
fore the British troops had left the city of New York, 
and only two days after a formal proclamation of the 
cessation of hostilities throughout the army had been 
made, the Episcopal Clergy still remaining in Connec- 
ticut, held a private meeting in the city of New York, 
and in concurrence with the clergy of that city, made 
choice of the Rev. Jenremian Leamina, D.D.,as Bish- 
of the diocese of Connecticut.t Debility and many 
bodily infirmities caused him to decline, and Rev. Sam- 
UEL Seabury, D. D., was unanimously chosen, April 
21, 1783. The Archiepiscopate of Canterbury being 
then vacant, by the death of the Rt. Rev. Frederick 
Cormwallis, a letter was written by Rev. Abraham [af- 
terwards Bishop] Jarvis, the Secretary of the Conven- 
tion, and testimonials were signed, addressed to the 
Archbishop of York, to whom belongs the nght of 
Consecration, when any vacancy occurs in the See of 
Canterbury. The reasons for this apparent haste, are 
thus described, in the letter addressed to the Arch- 
bishop of York, from which we make an extract: 

“ This part of America is at length dismembcred from 
the British Empire; but notwithstanding the dissolution 
of our civil connection with the parent state, we still 
hope to retain the religious polity—the primitive and 
evangelical doctrine and discipline, which at the refor- 
mation were restored and established in the Church of 
England. To render that polity complete, and to pro- 
vide for its perpetuity in this country, by the establish- 
ment of an American Episcopate, has long been an 
object of anxious concern to us, and to many of our 


brethren in other parts of this continent. The attain- 
ment of this object appears to have been hitherto ob- 
structed by considerations of a political nature, which 
we conceive were founded in groundlcss jealousies and 
misapprehensions that can no longer be supposed to 
exist: and therefore, whatever may be the effect of 
independency on this country, in other respects, we 
presumc it will be allowed to open a door for rencwing 
an application to the spiritual governors of the Church 
on this head; an application which we considcr as 


* See “ Minutes of the Convention of Delegates from the 
Synod of New York and Philadelphia, and frum the Associa- 
tions of Connecticut, held annually from Jan. 1766 to 1775, in- 
clusive,” for some evidence of the state of public fecling ainong 
non-Episcopalians at that time. 

t Dr. L. was born at Middletown, 1717, graduated at Yale 
College in 1745, ordained in 1748, stationed at Newport, R. I. 
about eight years, when he removed to Norwalk, Conn., and re- 
mained there twenty-one ycars. Ile subsequently removed to 
Stratford, and died at New Haven in 1804.’ 
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not only scasonable, but more than cver necessary at 
this time; becausc if it be now any longer neglected, 
there is reason to apprehend that a plan of a very ex- 
traordinary nature, lately formed and published in Phil- 
adelphia,* may be carried into execution. ‘his plan 
is, in brief, to constitute a nominal Episcopate by the 
united suffrages of presbyters and Jaymen. The pecu- 
liar situation of the Episcopal Churches in America, 
and the necessity of adopting some speedy remedy for 
the want of a regular Episcopate, are offered, in the 
publication here alluded to, as reasons fully sufficient 
to justify thescheme. Whatever influence this project 
may have on the minds of the ignorant or unprincipled 
part of the laity, or however it may, possibly, be coun- 
tcnanced by some of the clergy in other parts of the 
country ; we think it our duty to reject such a spurious 
substitute for Episcopacy, and, as far as may be in 
our power, to prevent its taking effect. 

‘To lay the foundation, therefore, for a valid and reg- 
ular Episcopate in America, we earnestly entreat your 
Grace, that, in your Archi-Episcopal character, you 
will espouse the cause of our sinking Church: and, at 
this important crisis, afford her that relief on which her 
very existence depends, by Consecrating a Bishop for 
Connecticut. The person whom we have prevailed 
upon to offer himself to your Grace for that purpose, is 
the Reverend Doctor Samuel Seabury, who has been 
the society’s worthy Missionary for many years. He 
was bom and educuted in Connccticut—he is person- 
ally known to us—and we bclicve him to be every 
way qualified for the Episcopal Office, and for the dis- 
charge of those duties peculiar to it, in the present try- 
ing and dangerous times.” 


The Bishop clect sailed immediately after, and arti- ~ 


ved in Jondon June 7th. On his arrival he found the 
Sce of Canterbury filled by the translation of the Rt. 
Rev. Joun Moore, from the Diocese of Bangor, and 
the Archbishop of York had been gone from London 
a fortnight. Dr.S. immediately waited on the Bishop 
of London, under whose jurisdiction the colonics had 
always been, who entered heartily into the scheme, 
and declared his readiness to codperate with the two 
Archbishops, but was unwilling to take the lead in 


the matter. He found, however, upon conferring with 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, that the oaths of alle- 
giance to the King, and of obedience to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury required by Act of Parliament, were 
likely to be very great obstacles in the way of the ac- 
complishment of the object of his journey. Beside this, 
it was objected, that the Bishops of England had no 
right to Consccrate a Bishop for Connccticut without 
the consent of the State, and there was no evidence 
that, if onc were Consccrated, he would be reccived 


—_-~ 


— 


~ 
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* The author of this plan was the Rev. William (afterwards 
Bishop} White. It is described in his Memoirs Prot. Epis. Ch. 
22, 23, 86—93. 1t was published in 1782, before any prospects 
of peuce had appeared, and a considerable portion of it was re- 
published in the Episcopal Recorder, Philadelphia, Dec. 1842. 
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and obcyed, and that no adequate provision had been 
made for his support. 

In addition to all these obstacles, there was onc 
which gave more uncasincss than any other. Hitherto 
the whole proceedings scem to have been conducted 
silently, fearing that, if they were known, the disscnt- 
ers would intcrpose and prevent the Consccration en- 
tirely. Nor was this fear as groundless as at first 
may secm. ‘The Episcopate proposed was preciscly of 
the same charactcr as that which had called forth so 
much opposition before the Revolution, and the feel- 
ings manifested towards the Church during the Revo- 
Jution, were calculated to strengthen their apprehen- 
sions. The expectation was, that the dissenters in 
England would prevail on the government of Conncc- 
ticut to remonstrate against the Consccration of a 
Bishop, which would, of course, prevent it. These 
obstacles would have disheartened a less persevering 
man than Bishop Seabury, but firmly believing that 
the integrity of the Episcopal Church in this country 
depended on the early Consecration of a Bishop, he 
determined not to give over the pursuit, so long as 
any hope of success remained. 

To obviate the objections made in England, a special 
convention of the clergy was called: at Wallingford, 
and a committee appointed to confer with the Legisla- 
ture, then in session in New Haven, to procure per- 
mission for an Episcopal Bishop to reside in Connec- 
ticut, and to allow him to exercise the functions of his 
office over his own congregations. The opinion of the 
leading members being that such permission had al- 
ready been granted, no new act was proposed, and 
certified copics of the laws on the subject were made 
and transmitted to England. These succceded in re- 
moving the objections, only in part. After having 
been in England a year, without any prospect of suc- 
cess, a correspondence was opencd with the nonjuring 
Bishops of Scotland, who declared themselves willing 
to Consecrate a Bishop for this country. The Bishops 
of England felt that they could not Consecrate without 
a special act of Parliament, authorizing them to do it, 
and Parliament having refused to pass such an act, 
the clergy of Connecticut directed Dr. Scabury to pro- 
ceed to Scotland, and apply for Consccration there. 

Accordingly he proceeded to Scotland, and was Con- 
secrated at Aberdeen, Nov. 14, 1784, by Robert Kil- 
gour, Bishop of Aberdecn, Primus, assisted by Arthur 
Petrie, of Ross and Moraypand John Skinner, coad- 
jutor of Bishop Kilgour. He arrived at New London 
in Junc, 1785, after an absence ‘of near two ycars, 
most of which had been a period of painful trial and 
solicitude. A Special Convention of the Clergy of 
Connecticut was held at Middictown, August 3, 1785, 
at which he was voluntarily acccpted, received and 
recognized as the Bishop of the Diocese, as supreme 
in the government of the Church and in the admin- 
istration of ecclesiastical affuirs ; and solemn engage- 


ments were entered into, to render him the respect, 
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duty, and submission due to that office. The Bishop 
returned the Convention his warmest thanks, accepted 
the responsible office, and immediately entcred upon 
its duties, by admitting Mr. Colin Furgeson, M. A, 
Mr. Henry Van Dyke, M. A., Mr. Ashbel Baldwin, 
M. A., and Mr. Philo Shelton, M. A., to the holy order 
of deacons, this being the first ordination’ in this 
country. 

After Bishop. Scabury’s return to this country he 
was elected to the rectorship of St. James’ Church, 
New London, which he held until his death, Feb. 26, 
1796, discharging faithfully the office of Rector, as 
well as that of Bishop, as the following inscription on 
his tombstone bears true witness : 


‘* Ingenious without pride, 
Learned without pedantry, 
Good without severity, 

He was duly qualified to discharge 
The duties of the Christian and the Bishop. 
In the pulpit he enforced religion, 

In his conduct he exemplified it. 

The poor he assisted with his charity, 

The ignorant he blessed with his instruction : 
The friend of men, he ever designed their good, 
The enemy of vice, he ever opposcd it. 
Christian! dost thou aspire to happiness? 
Seabury has shown the way that leads to it.” ~ 


The organization of the Church in Connecticut, du- 
ring the first years of Bishop Scabury’s administration, 
was modcled after the plan proposed for an American 


Episcopate before the Revolution, the laity having: no 


voice in the clection of a Bishop, nor in the enactment 
of ecclesiastical canons, and the Bishop having no au- 
thority over the laity. Nor does it appear that any 
Constitution was adopted, until 1790, when one was 
recommended by the Convocation to the several Parish- 
es, and adopted by them—the first Convention under 
it being held Junc 6th, 1792. This was the first ap- 
pearance of the laity in any Convention in Connecti- 
cut, as members of that body. 

Previous to that time the ecclesiastical affairs of the 
Diocese had been regulated by the Bishop and Clergy, 
who met in Convocation, as frequently as any business 
required, but always once a ycar. Similar mectings 
of the Clergy, for similar purposcs, had been common 
in the Northern States for many years before the Rev- 
olution, and Bishop Seabury did not sce fit to change 
the mode of transacting the ecclesiastical affairs of the 
Diocese. At these Convocations, candidates for or- 
dera were examined, recommended, and approved, and 
Ordinations were usually held, at, or immediately after 
a Convocation. All difficulties between Clergymen, 
or in Parishes, wero also considered, and, if possible, 
adjusted at these meetings. They were, indecd, in 
place of all Constitutions and Canons. 

Of the amount of his labors it is impossible to form 
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any just estimate, as the early Records of the Diocese 
are lost. The list of Ordinations, recorded in the 
Episcopal Register, show that he visited the various 
parts of his Diocese every year,—that he was fre- 
quently in Rhode Island, and that he occasionally vis- 
ited Massachusetts and New Hampshire. During his 
Episcopate, he ordained forty-eight Deacons and 
forty-three Priests, five for Rhode Island, four for 
Vermont, five for Maryland, three for New Hampshire, 
one for New Jersey, one for North Carolina, and the 
remainder for Connecticut. He assisted in the 
Consecration of only one Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Tuomas 
Joun Craccert, of Maryland, the first Bishop Conse- 
crated in this country. And it is worthy of remark, 
that there is not now, and never has been, a Bishop 
in our Church, who could not trace his succession to 
Bishop Seabury. 

The influence of Bishop Seabury in the revision of 
the Liturgy, was very considerable, in some important 
points. The Invocation and the prayer of Oblation in 
the communion service, and which are not in the 
present English service, and even the words of obla- 
tion omitted in King Edward’s time, were restored at 
the urgent desire of Bishop Seabury. The descent of 
Curist into hell, mentioned in the Apostles’ Creed, 
seems to have been retaincd at his instance. Other 
changes were made, to which he was opposed. He 
wished to retain the Athanasian Creed, was opposed 
to the discretionary power given to use selections of 
Psalms, instead of the Psalter for the day. 

The Bishop’s personal appearance is said to have 
been remarkably good. He was rather above the 
middling height, well proportioned and portly. His 
eye was dark and brilliant, especially when animated. 
His gait moderate, but easy and courtly, indicating 
the dignified gentleman. His voice was rather harsh, 
but deep-toned, heavy, and effective. He wasa man 
of ready wit, and many anccdotes are told of him, 
showing that he knew how to enjoy and enliven the 
social circle. His manner of expressing himself was 
firm and decided, but never dogmatical or overbearing. 
IIe was a careful observer of men and things, a scholar 
of gencral information in most departments of Litcra- 
ture. [lis strong good sense made him an inter- 
esting companion for the Icarner and the unlcarned. 
Indced, few men possessed conversational powers of a 
higher order than Bishop Scabury. The impression 
made by the Bishop on all who saw him, was well ex- 


pressed by a Congregational minister who knew him, 
who said, that “‘ Bishop Scabury looked as he always 
thought a Bishop ought to look.” 

In his intercourse with his clergy, the Bishop’s man- 
ners were casy and affable, kind and courtcous, but 
always dignified ; sustaining, at the same time, the 
character of father and brother, of companion and 
friend. In his consultations with his brethren, he had 
a happy faculty of so drawing out their opinions upon 
points of difference, as to reconcile them with each 
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other, and accommodate them to his own, until he 
impressed his own mind upon that of all his clergy. 
To the laity, also, he was equally courteous and easy 
of access, for which he was rewarded-by a correspond - 
ent affection. It may indeed be truly said that they 
revered and admired him, and he was always sure 
of a warm reception and a hearty welcome, wherever 
he went. 

As a writer, he had no superiors, and few equals. 
His style was simple and unadorned, concise and 
comprehensive, and at the same time perspicuous and 
easy of comprehension. His language was always 
chaste and pertinent ; his ideas following in the most 
natural and obvious method, were easily understood 
and retained. Theological niceties, metaphysical sub- 
tleties, and conjectural divinity, found no favor with 
him, though his writings evince the scholar thoroughly 
armed, and his language was always well weighed. 
His one great object, as a sermonizcr, scems to have 
been, so to explain the important doctrines of the gos- 
pel,—the great articles of faith,—and the practical 
dutics of life,—so to show what we must believe and 
do, as to persuade men to embrace and follow those 
things which are necessary to salvation. His own 
sense of the importance of vital religion was deep and 
fervent, and breathes through all his discourses, ani- 
mating them with the same holy fervor that burned in 
his own bosom. 

As a preacher, he was deservedly popular, and was 
always sure of a full audience, wherever he went. 
Plain and simple in his language, fervent and enga- 
ging in his manner, even those who differed from him 
in opinion could listen to him with pleasure, and all 


went away benefitted and instructed. He foresaw the ~ 


lamentable defection which has since taken place 
among the orthodox of Massachusetts, and warned 
them of their approaching danger. The two volumes 
of sermons which he published, were designed to guard 
his own people against those errors, and may be read 
with great profit at the present time, for the same 
purpose. 

Towards those who differed from him, he was cour- 
teous and charitable; never yiclding any truth, but 
defending it in those terms which would give the least 
offence. Confident of the solid grounds on which his 
own religion was based, he was not disturbed by the 
assaults that were. made upon it, and believing that 
they gencrally originated in ignorance or prejudice, he 
sought to overcome and root them out by kind words 
and solid arguments. In all his discussions the fair- 
minded man is clearly scen. Too honest to misrepre- 
sent, too honorable to urge a weak point, or to attempt 
to mislead by sophistry, always calm, considerate, and 
courteous, he triumphed over the most determined op- 
ponents. 

Of Bishop Scabury, as a theologian, it is hardly ne- 
eessary for us to speak, nor could justice be donc him, 
in the space that could be allotted to the subject. It 
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is no small praise that he was looked upon by the Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Ilobart, of New York, as one of the 
soundest divines, and that an eminent British period- 
ical has pronounced him worthy of the best days of 
English theology. 

Aftcr this account of Bishop Scabury, no eulogy of 
ours is necessary. Tis memory is embalmed in the 
hearts of all who knew him, many of whom remain to 
the present time, and the influence of his example and 
theology can still be secn in all the older parishcs, and 
in all the native clergy of the Diocese. His were the 
principles of Johnson, and Beach, and Leaming, and 
Chandler,—thcy ever have been, and still continue to 
be, and may they ever remain, the principles of the 
Churchmen of Connecticut. 

The publications of Bishop Seabury, so far as known, 
are as follows: 

1785. His first Charge to the Clergy of his Diocese, 
on recommending Candidates for Orders, and on Con- 
firmation, delivered Aug. 4, 1785, together with a list 
of the succession of Scotch Bishops, from the Revolu- 
tion, in 1688, to that time. Reprinted Conn. Jour. 
147—152. 

1786. His Sccond Charge to the Clergy of his Dio- 
cese,—on the proper deportment of the clergy, the 
rcligious crrors of the times, and on the Holy Eucha- 
rist, delivered Sept. 22, 1786. 

The Communion Office, or order for the adminis- 
tration of the Holy Eucharist, or Supper of our Lord, 
with Private Devotions, recommended to the Epis- 
copal Congregations in Connecticut. An account is 
given of this Liturgy in the Chronicle of the Church, 
V. 47. 

1789. The Duty of Considering our Ways; a dis- 
course preached at New London, Dec. 13, 1789, at 
the ordination of R. Fowle to the holy order of Deacons. 

1790. Anonymously. An Address to the Ministers 
and Congregations of the Presbyterian and Independ- 
ent Persuasions in the United States of America. By 
a member of the Episcopal Church,—reprinted in the 
Churchman of New York, during the months of April 
and May, 1841. , 

1791. Discourses on several subjects, dedicatcd to 

the Episcopal Clergy of Connecticut and Rhode Island, 
in two volumes. These have beon reprinted two or 
three times. 
' A Discourse delivored in St. John’s Church, N. H., 
Juno 29, 1791, at the ordination of Rev. Robort Fowle, 
A. M., to the Priesthood. Published in consequence 
of the misrepresentations to which it had given rise. 

About the same time an earnest persuasive to the 
frequent receiving of the Holy Communion ; repub- 
lished in 1816, by Rev. B. G. Noble, Rector of Christ 
Church, Middletown, and subsequently by Rev. H. 
Croswell, D. D., Rector of Trinity Church, New 
Haven. 

1798. Subsequent to the Bishop’s death, a supple- 
mentary volume of Sermons of his was published. 
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D.D. 


SAMUEL JOIINSON, 
Ordained 1722. 
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NO. IV. 


MEMOIR OF BISHOP JARVIS. 


Tre simple annals of @ clergyman are so far only 
valuable as they exhibit privations endured for the 
kingdom of Heaven’s sake, and as connected with the 
Church’s struggles against the enemies of man’s salva- 
tion. ABRAHAM Jarvis was born in Norwalk, in the 
Colony of Connecticut, May 5, O. S., 1739. His 
father, Samuel Jarvis, had removed thither from Hunt- 
ington, on Long Island, and had conformed to the 
Church about the year 1737. An anecdote is pre- 
served of him, which marks his character, and the 
opinions of the times as to parental discipline. The 
celebrated Whitefield was to preach in Norwalk, and 
some of Mr. Jarvis’s elder sons, though strictly forbid- 
den, were led by curiosity to mingle in the crowd of his 
hearers. As soon as their father heard this, he went, 
with his whip in hand, forced his way through the 
crowd, till he had found his boys on their knees in the 
circle around the preacher, and applying it to their 
shoulders, drove them home. Another anecdote may 
be mentioned of him, showing that, at a very advanced 
period of his life, he retained the same firmness and 
intrepidity. When Gov. Tryon burned Norwalk, July 
12th, 1779, his house and its contents were consumed. 
The soldiers who were plundering it came into the 
room, where Mr. Jarvis and his wife were sitting, and 
one of them kneeled down before the old man to take 
his silver buckles out of his shoes. Whereupon, re- 
gardless of consequences, and with all the gravity of 
the Roman Senator who smote the Gaul, he raised his 
cane and bostowed a most severe blow on the back of 
his kneeling enemy. 

Abraham was the youngest but one of his children ; 
and as he early displayed a fondness for his books, it 
was determined that he should be fitted for college. 
He was therefore sent to Stamford, where his eldest 
brother was settled, to work on his farm, and pursue 
hie studies under the Congregational minister, Mr. 
Noah Welles, who had great reputation as a teacher 
‘of classical learning. The Bishop often related, among 
his school-boy reminiscences, that he habitually rose be- 


fore day-light, and, for want of a candle, lighted a piece }. 


of pitch-pine, that he might see to study his lesson in 
Lilly’s Grammar, and the Colloquies of Corderius and 
Erasmus. At the age of 18 he entered Yale College, 


where he took his first degree in arts in the year 1761. 
At that time there were very few Churchmen educated, 
at Yale; and they were obliged to endure all the trials: 
which their position necessarily inflicted.. Yet our 
young student bore all these with intrepidity, and some-_ 
times even with hilarity. As he was going one day to 
Dean Berkeley’s library, he met one of his classmates 
coming from it, who, on account of his age, was called 
“father.” ‘What book have you under your arm, 
Father Y” “Why, I thought I should like to 
read a little about Ecclesiastical polity, and I have’ 
found a book written on it by Mr. Richard Hooker.” 
‘‘Take care, father; you don’t know what you are 
doing. As sure as you live he’ll make a Churchman 
of you.” “Odear! will he?” said the other, with a 
deep sigh; and so saying, he walked back and placed 
Mr. Richard Hooker on the shelf again. 

Soon after he was graduated, the Missionary, Mr. 
Camp, having left the parish of Middletown, Mr. Jarvis 
went thither as a lay-reader; and continuing his studies 
alone, prepared himself for orders. As he had not had 
the small-pox, which was then greatly dreaded, he 
went to Elizabethtown, N.J., to be inoculated, and re- 
sided for some time in the family of the Rev. and 
learned Dr. Thomas Bradbury Chandler.* He then 
sailed for England in the autumn of 1763, and after 
receiving Deacon’s orders from Dr. Keppel, Bishop of 
Exeter, and Priest’s orders from Dr. Littleton, Bishop 
of Carlisle, in February, 1764, returned in the month 
of April to America. Landing at Boston, he hast- 
ened to take possession of his cure, and arrived in 
Hartford on election day in that year. The practice’ 
of religious ceremonies and ‘an election sermon, when 
the Governor of Connecticut was sworn into office, 
was then in its pristine vigor; and the preacher took 
the opportunity, as Mr. Jarvis was present, to stretch 
forth his hand toward him, exclaiming, “ What do 
not they deserve, who cross the Atlantic to bring in 
Episcopal tyranny and superstition among us!” Find- 
ing himself the object of general observation, Mr. Jarvis 
rose from his seat, and calmly looked round upon the 
assembly. A captain of one of the king’s ships lying 


* The late lamented Bishop Hosaxt married one of Dr. Chand- 
Jer's daughters, who is still living. Bp. Jarvis always spoke’ of 
Mrs. Hobart with great affection. 
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at the mouth of Connecticut river, was also present, 
and, stung to madness by this insult upon the national 
religion, sprung from his seat and exclaimed loud 
enough to be heard by the whole congregation, “ The 
infernal rascal! Let us pull him out of the pulpit.” 
The anecdote is recorded here to show what were the 
feelings of animosity towards the Church of England 
in the spring of 1764. 

It is now well known that the New England minis- 
ters were much engaged in fomenting the divisions 
between the mother country and the colonies, in the 
hope of establishing their own modes of faith and dis- 
cipline as the religion of America. Under such cir- 
cumstances the position of a clergyman of the Church 
of England, in Connecticut, was one of great trial and 
difficulty. By the thirty-sixth canon of 1603, he could 
not be ordained nor suffered to preach or catechize 
without subscribing what are there called the three 
articles of allegiance, supremacy, and conformity ; and 
his license to execute the office of a priest in New 
England was revocable at any moment, at the pleas- 
ure of the Bishop of London. ‘Yet during the twelve 
years which preceded the declaration of Independ- 
ence, the missionary at Middletown gained friends 
even among those who wero most opposed to him in 
their religious opinions. His Church was flourishing. 
At that time-none but communicants could have. any 
share in the regulations of the parish; and, from a 
memorandum in his own hand-writing, it appears that 
the male and female members amounted to one hun- 
dred and fifty-two, out of three hundred and sixty souls 
who constituted the whole cure. These were scatter- 
ed in what are now the towns of Haddam, Chatham, 
Portland, and Middletown. His extra parochial ser- 
vices were also great; for he was oftentimes called to 
preach and administer the sacraments, as well as other 
occasional offices, in Hartford County, and even be- 
yond it. The sacraments were not then undervalued, 
as they are now; but the aversion of the puritans to 
sponsors, and their notion that none but parents whio 
were Church members could present their children for 
baptism, had then the effect of leading many of their 
own people to send for Episcopal clergymen to baptize 
their families. On one occasion, Mr. Jarvis baptized 
eighty-seven children and ten adults, after the second 
lesson of evening service. A differont effect has since 
proceeded from the same cause, united with others. 
Whole families are suffcred to grow up unbaptized, till 
it is now a question whether the majority of the people 
of New England can with propriety be called Christ- 
jans. Generation after genoration go to their graves 

_ without baptism; and the vexed question whether lay- 
baptism is valid, is likely to become one of theory, 
rather than of practice. Among the different sects, 
there are few, if any, records kept; nor is there any 
security that the words prescribed by our Lord, are 
strictly observed. 

No sooner did the Revolution commence, than new 


‘on the morning of Dunbar’s execution. 


perplexities and dangers arose. The Church clergy 
were bound, by the solemn oaths incorporated with 
their very ordination, to be faithful to the king, and 
strictly conformable to a liturgy which prayed that he 
might have victory over all his enemies. What were 
they todo? They shrunk back with horror from the 
crime of perjury; and they could not use such prayers 
without being denounced as enemies of their country. 
Mr. Jarvis was compelled to close his church and re- 
treat to his own house, where he continued to do his 
duty, without fear or favor of man. News came that 
a body of men had armed themselves at Farmington, 
with the avowed purpose of mobbing him. His friends 
gathered around him with arms in their hands. Cap- 
tain Mortimer buckled on his sword, and Martin Mac- 
namara, an old soldier of Wolfe’s army, came with 
his broadsword, to spend his life, if need should be, in 
defence of his priest. The mob heard of these prepa- 
rations and dispersed. In the mean time, the object 
of their fury was unremitting in the exercise of his 
duties. Ono day he had been at Darham, six miles 
distant, to visit a dying parishioner. As he was re- 
turning, at sunset, an athletic man, on a vigorous 
horse, overtook him and rode by his side into Middle- 
town. Ie began to talk on the agitated questions of 
the day, but was answered so prudently that he could 
not take hold of his companion’s words. ‘The fox 
was too cunning for me,” he afterwards said ; ‘ for if 
I could have got anything out of him, J’d have soon 
had him off his horse.” A native of Connecticut, 
Moses Dunbar, the peaceable father of a family, was 
mobbed because he was a tory, and compelled to join 
the British forces on Long Island. Love for his family 
induced his secret return. He was taken, adjudged to 
be a spy, and hung. At the time of his imprisonment 
in Hartford, he sent for the missionary at Middletown, 
who faithfully attended him, and went with him to the 
scaffold. A forged letter, signed Abraham Jarvis, and 
addressed to the Rev. Mr. Jacobs, a London clergy- 
man, was sent to New London, ‘to be published in the 
only newspaper then printed in Connecticut ; and it 
was so timed that the paper would arrive in Hartford 
The object 
was to create a popular excitement against the sup- 
posed author. Mr. Green, tho editor, would not pub- 
lish, but sent it to Middletown, to the address of him 
who had enclosed it. ‘There it lay, at the widow 
Bigelow’s tavern, unclaimed, as no such person was 
known. Dr. John Osborn was one day passing the 
house, when Mrs. Bigelow called him in and said, 
“ Hore is a letter which has been lying some time, and 
tho seal is partly broken. It is some plot against Mr. 
Jarvis, and I desire you to open it.” Ho did so, and 
recognized the hand-writing under an assumed name. 
In this providential manner the wicked desigu was de- 
feated. Among the committee of safety in the town 
of Middletown, Dr. Dickinson and Mr. Elijah Hub- 
bard, though differing widely from Mr. Jarvis in reli- 
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gion and politics, wero his fast friends. By their pow- 
erful protection he was delivered from further personal 
dangers, but was often exposed to petty annoyances. 
If any continental soldiers, as they were called, marched 
through Middletown, they were sure to be quartered 
upon “the tory parson.” The liberty-pole was erected 
near his door, with the emblem of the snake cut in 
pieces, and the motto, “ United we stand, and divided 
we fall.” 

At length the peace of 1783, and the acknowledg- 
ment of our independence by the king, released the 
clergy from the obligation of their oaths. It was to 
them an occasion of great joy. They loved their 
country, and they showed it by the voluntary relin- 
quishment of worldly prosperity. The salaries derived 
from England were withdrawn; but thoy were in- 
formed that if they would remove into the provinces 
which still owned allegiance to the British government, 
they would be amply provided for. A few accepted 
these terms; but the greater part chose rather to con- 
‘tinue with their flocks. Mr. Jarvis was ono of these. 
The events of the revolution had greatly diminished 
the numbers of his parish, but he would not desert the 
post of duty. He was afterwards invited to take the 
charge of the parish at Providence, Rhode Island; 
but though, in a worldly point of view, that was a sta- 
tion of greater eminence, he was unwilling to sever 
the ties which had so long existed, and had been 
strengthened by mutual trials and adversities. Mid- 


dietown was his only parish; and he ‘continued in it 
two ci after he had been consecrated Bishop. 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


MEMOIR OF BISHOP JARVIS.* 


Tur peace of 1783, by which the Independence of 
the United States was secured, seemed to human prob- 
ability, the ruin of the Church of England in America. 
But God seeth not as man seeth ; and the very events 
which were then thought disastrous became signally 
instrumental to its healthy growth. If the country 
had remained colonial, the Church would have grown 
up a sickly plant, under the withering influence of 
State protection. 

To understand the proceedings of the Clergy of 
Connecticut, it is. absolutely necessary to go back to 
the Revolution of 1688 and the subsequent accession 
of the house of Hanover ; nay, even to the tyranny of 
Henry VIII, the time-serving policy of the timid 
Cranmer, and the Erastianism of the Protectorate du- 
ring the minority of Edward VI. The limits of this 
Memoir will not allow of such extensive preliminaries 
Suffice it then to observe, that from the accession of 
Elizabeth to the period when a Dutch Presbyterian, in 
violation of the English Constitution, was placed on 
the throne, and subsequently when a German Lu- 
theran became the Monarch, a wound was inflicted 
on the Catholic character of the Church of England, 
from which it is even now but slowly and painfully re- 
covering. The fatal policy of preferring political ex- 
pediency to religious right, paralyzed her energies, 
and diminished the fervency of her zeal and the ex- 
tent of her charity. 

Happily for the Church in Connecticut, her Clergy, 
when they went to England for orders, found, among 
the champions of ecclesiastical freedom from political 
misrule, their most ardent and zealous friends. They 
were counseled, in the choice of books, to purchase 
the English theology which preceded 1688, and which, 
in accordance with the creeds, always regarded the 
provinces of Great Britain and Ireland as integral mem- 
bers of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. 
Sitting at the feet of such masters they loarned to look 
at the Primitive Church, before it was blighted by Im- 
perial favor, and corrupted by the conflicts for preém- 
inenco between the rival capitals of Old and New 
Rome.t 

Having such viows of Catholic Unity, they wore, at 
this juncture, greatly alarmed by tho appearance of a 
pamphlet, written and published in Philadelphia in 
1782, when as yet there were no hopes of peace with 
England. Its object was to propose, as a sort of in- 
terim, a spurious Episcopacy, like that which the Meth- 
odists, so unhappily for themselves, have subsequently 
introduced. No sooner had the pamphlet reached 


* Continued from page 99. 

* Constantinople was called New Rome by the Council of Chal- 
cedon; and the Papal Supremacy grew out of the struggles between 
the Bishops of Old and New Rome, supported and excited by the. 
Emperors, who, to serve their own purposes, played one ae 
the other, like the Bishops of a chess-board. 
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them, than the clergy of Connecticut convened, and 
through Mr. Jarvis, thoir secretary, addressed a re- 


Grace, with all the unaffected freedom which may te. 
come the ministers of Christ when pleading the cause 


monatranco to their beloved, but temporizing brother. | of that Church—a causo wherein not only her inter. 


The answor from Philadelphia, which was not received 
until July, 1783, asked for their indulgence on the plea 
of a supposed necessity ; admitted that such necessity 
no longer oxisted ; and sheltered itself under the loose 
language of Cranmer, and the indefinite expressions of 
the Articles, which, tothe author, seemed to admit, that 
Episcopacy is not of divine right. It will at once be 
seen, that these opposite views laid the foundation for 
that unhappy diversity which even now agitates the 
American Church. In his maturer years, the vener- 
able author saw and lamented the mischievous effects of 
his pamphlet, and labored to counteract them ;* but the 
beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water; 
and the deceitful plea of necessity and expediency in 
departing from what is lawful and right, overflows and 
obscures, or sinks beneath and undermines, the bright- 
ness and the stability of truth. 

In the latter end of autumn, 1782, the prelimin- 
aries of peace were signed at. Paris, and the tidings 
reached this country early in 1783. The clergy of 
Connecticut lost no time in convening to elect a Bishop. 
All eyes were turned to the venerable Jeremiah Leam- 
ing, who had defended ‘the Church with his pen, and 
had suffered for her cause, in mind, body, and.-estate. 
In 1779 his library was burned by the British in their 
descent upon Norwalk, where he was then the Socie- 
ty’s missionary ; and ho was despoiled of property to 
the amount of nearly £5,000, for which the British 
Government never restored. him a penny. On the 
other hand, though peacefully exercising the office of 
his ministry, he was taken from his bed by the Ameri- 
cans in an inclement wintry night, hurried off to the 
Fairfield county gaol, deprived of his wife, who was not 
allowed to accompany him, and denied even the com- 
fort of a bed. The consequence was a severe cold 
which settled in his hip, and made him a cripple for 
life. His property, consisting of three farms in Con- 
necticut, was confiscated ; and thus reduced to poverty, 
he was obliged to take refuge in New York, where 
his wife’s estate lay, which was now his only source of 
support. ‘These particulars it is necessary here to state, 
that the reader may understand the following original 
draught of a letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
written by Mr. Jarvis, as the Secretary of the Conven- 
tion. The passages in brackets were afterwards omit- 
ted, for reasons which will now be obvious. 


“ May 17 PLEASE Your GRACE: 

“In this day of anxiety for the Church in America, 
the Clergy of Connecticut, deeply impressed with ap- 
prehensions of what will be her fate, under the present 
changes of empire and policy, beg leave to embrace 
the earliest moment in their power to address your 
ee ee ee 

* Bee the use made of this pamphlet in the Albany contro- 
versy, 1805-4, from page 92 to the end. 


est is groutly concerned, but on which her very exist. 
ence depends. 

“America is now severed from the British Empire 
By that separation, we cease to be a part of the Nation. 
al Church. [During the arduous struggle, the Church 
in this country was passed over without notice; and 
we grieve to find thatin the conclusion she was not 
thought worth regarding. In the severest season of 
the conflict, none of her faithful members conceived of 
this as possible; much less did they dream of it os 
probable. But we mean not here to dwell on unavail- 
ing complaint. Though] But although political changes 
affect and dissolve our external connection, and cat 
us off from the powers of the State, yet we hope a 
door still remains open for access to the Governon 
of the Church; and what they might not do for w 
without the permission of Government, while we were 
bound as subjects to ask favors and receive them un- 
der its auspices and sanction, they may, in right of 
their inherent spiritual powers, grant and exercise in 
favor of a Church planted and nurtured by their hand, 
and now subjected to other powers. As it is our only 
refuge, we are persuaded no just exceptions can lie 
against the attempt to avail ourselves of it; and the 
uniform benevolent part the Bishops have taken in or- 
der to transfer the Episcopal authority into America, 
fills us with the greatest confidence of success in the 
application. 

“To secure to our Church a valid and undoubted 
Episcopate, and that the several vacant Churches may 
be furnished with ministers as soon as possible, are 
what we have much at heart. A further. reason, we 
beg leave to observe, that induces us to take this early 
and only measure we can devise for this purpose, is 
effectually to prevent the carrying into execution a 
plan of a very extraordinary nature, lately come to our 
knowledge, formed and published in Philadelphia, and, 
as we suppose, circulating in the Southern States, with 
design to have it adopted. ‘The plan is in brief, to con- 
stitute a nominal, ideal episcopate by the united suffra- 
ges of presbyters and laymen. The singular and pe- 
culiar situation of the American Church, the exigence 
of the case, and the necessity of adopting some speedy 
and specious remedy, corresponding with the state of 
aftuirs in the country, are some of the pleas which are 
adduced as adequate to give full sanction to this 
scheme. To what degree such a plan may operate 
upon the minds of the uninformed, unstable, or unprin- 
cipled part of the laity; or upon some clergymen in 
the southern parts, of perhaps equal merit with the 
‘author in all the traits of an accommodating and com- 
plying character, we can, at present, form no opiniou. 
Equally unuble are we to conjecture what may bo the 
lengths to which tho rage for popular right, as the foun- 
tain of all institutions, civil and ecclesiastical, will ruv- 
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Sufficient for us it is, that while we conscientiously re- 
ject such a spurious substituto for Episcopacy, we also 
think it our duty to take every step within our power 
to frustrate its pernicious effects. ‘Thus are we afloat, 


transmitted to us by your Graco’s hand, an Overscer 
in this part of the Household of God. 

“That God may continue your life and health, 
make you, in Ilis providence, an eminent instrument of 
torn from our Anchor and surrounded with shelves and } great and extensive usefulness to mankind in general, 
rocks, on which we are in danger of being dashed to a lasting blessing to the Church over which you pre- 
pieces, and have but one port into which we can look, {side in particular,—and that the present and future 

) 


and from whence expect relief. sons of the Church in America may have cause to 
“The distinguished light in which wo have beon al-} record and perpetuate your name as their friend and 
ways taught to view your Grace as an ablo and zcalous ) spiritual father—and when your sacred work is ended, 
patron of the American Church, decidedly points to that you may find it gloriously rewarded—is and shall 
whom in this crisis we are instantly to mako our re-( be the devout prayer of 
quest. Accordingly, to your Grace we have recourse, May it please your Grace, 
and humbly present our petition, that in your Archi- Your Grace’s most obedient humble Servants, 
episcopal character you will espouse the cause of our Tue Ciercy or Connecticut.” 
sinking Church, and afford her relief by conscerating) Mr. Leaming, who was then about sixty-four years 
the person for our Bishop whom we have provailed up- } of age, having declined, from the idea that his lame- 
on to offer himself to your Graco for that purpose.\ ness would prevent the proper exercise of Episcopal 
[The gentleman we beg leave to present to your Grace | duties, the next choice of tho clergy was the Rev. Dr. 
is the Rey. Mr. -—, the Socicty’s worthy Missionary { Samucl Seabury. Mr. Jarvis, as Secretary of the 
at His age and infirmities we confess were { Convention, was authorized to prepare and sign the 
objections on his part we felt the force of. In yielding necessary papers ; and for that purpose went to New 
to our desires to encounter the fatigues and dangers of ) York. Letters to the two Archbishops and the Bishop 
such a voyage, which (free from motives of personal) of London, dated the 21st of April, 1783, were ac- 
ambition for which in our situation there is very little ) cordingly written and signed by him, of like tenor and 
temptation) nothing but a zeal almost primitive would | purport with the draft above given. The clergy of 
lead him to-do, much the more endears him to us. ‘Trinity Church in New York wrote to the same pre- 
He is indeed a tried servant of the Church, and car- { lates, on the 24th of May, stating that Mr. Jarvis was 
ries about him in a degree the marks of a Confessor.) | duly commissioned to sign in behalf of the Conven- 
[‘‘ The sacred.deposit committed by the great Head} tion. They intimated, at the same time, that Dr. Sea- 
of the Church to her Bishops, we would with all de-) bury, when consecrated, would be willing to serve as 
ference observe, must be so awfully revered by your) Missionary at New London, and expressed the hope that 
pious mind, as not to suffer a moment’s doubt in us, of ) a part, at least, of the legacies bequeathed for the 
your being religiously disposed to assist in this great} support of Bishops in America, might be devoted to 
and good work of rescuing the American Church} his maintenance. A letter was also written, in the 
from the now more than ever distress she is under, | same mouth, by the clergy of Connecticut, in Conven- 
through the want of an Episcopate.] We rely on your | tion assembled, imploring the Society to continue their 
Grace’s indulgence for the liberty we take to assert, { support toits Missionaries. As Mr.Jarvis had received 
that itis a real act of charity ; while we humbly trust, ) but little and only occasional assistance from that quar- 
the blessings of her that is ready to perish will come upon } ter, the Convention were pleased, in his absence, to give 
those that befriend her in this necessity. Well known ) him this honorable testimony, that he had been equal 
unto your Grace are all those irrefutable arguments) with the Missionaries, in his labors and sufferings. 
that have been so clearly stated and strongly urged by} Happily for the Church in America, though to the 
the illustrious prelates who have, as our Fathers in} great distress of the Connecticut clergy, the English 
God, advocated for us. . Wherefore asthe whole of our{ Socicty turned a deaf ear to all these entreaties. Tho 
case, and all the weighty considerations which concur { cold and exclusive character of mere Anglicanism is 
to enforce it are present with you, we forbear to en-( strikingly exhibited in the following private communi- 
large, lest the multitude of our words should imply a} cation, made to Mr. Leaming by a Connecticut cler- 
diffidence of success in the thing we.ask. Suffer us) gyman in London, of a conversation he had had, on 
then to rest in humble confidenco that this our solici-} the subject of the Missionaries, with the Archbishop of 
tude for a matter in itself so important to tho Church) Canterbury and Mr. Pitt, who, in the correspondenco, 
of God, will meet with your fullest approbation ; and} is called Billy Whig. ‘The Archbishop said, ‘What 
that your Grace will feel affectionately for us, and from { is the Episcopal Church to us? And Billy Whig 
a pious zeal to advance real religion and propagate the ‘said, ‘ All we want of America is their trade. To 
true Church of Christ, will judgo it clearly your duty, } gain it, we may and shall follow the rule of Charles 
in the exercise of your high and holy office, to hear/ II, i. e. buy our enemies, and neglect our former 
and grant our petition, and give us the consolation of friends, now become weak. Our old friends may move 
receiving through a clear and uninterrupted channel, } into our colonies, or be governed by their and our ene- 


Se Bs 
al 
in i as — 
. 
, ‘ “te i 1) oegel 
‘ 
> £ a Ss ' _ 
: _ = _ @ 
- adi ‘ ‘, 
“ ; - ae 
se Ay) * i i , f, iM ted . ‘ 6 oh ead 
i 7 »? a ¥ < ng Ove Teele t = 
mi » ‘& “ as ‘ ie 4 *% t | Gv ten AMM 3 . 
04 Pom. = iw ‘ ‘ wy ~f oe Py 4 - il 
> erfErdy ‘ ‘ %’ mae isery. o> Tagen ee: 
e- = 
" ie S2F' a oa jm ; - a ed Oe pat om eee “ 
: ow A ti >—aAh q 


; a 
Shs: ‘ 0 mthnns &6 » oi & oye oth 


| ‘ ' ct ot oft wien deg ed ap 

is : 9 ‘ Oa 0099 D> py e 3 
eevee eh ere: sade ae 

of ee eee @< pe 

+ 4 4g new ore. I greg 

oT . line —T as 

: ’ 4 ’ < i "ta ae 
‘ sind 4s hbo 
es » ' “ahey Oe te (athena ieee a 


Lt bes 
3 aoe gl: Saas 
- a4 
x » © rm i 
é 2 ie e 


ei! weet 

ys oo ah Ot 

‘ . i nad ¥ mse Gd a 
os owt AT oa 4 Whey, Raley 

i we » &e “apn 4) ee dh ad 

{ ¥ ‘? athe ws @O@ Gf 

‘ i: ~~ eeu! ae ee ae 
aie pb hem anal a a 


: redh a e®gis& ie of bres ate tiem, aon 
Zap aateal ke ad aeo en ey ae on 


2am ee ol + is 
jan) Aan ape wait rel Ma 
ae etal o- Daditrey hey ANaramy 


. = 
« 


72 


mies. As to what religion may reign in the Thirteen 
States, it concerns not Great Britain. We want their 
trade, and we will gain it. The Archbishop said, 
‘Mr. Freeman, Mr. Tyler, Dr. Mayhew, and all the 
Puritans of America, are alike indifferont to us of the 
Church of England.’ They then laughed at the word 
Religion, and said, ‘ No matter to us, if their creeds 
are many or few.’ Behuld what deception have we 
been led into! Piety and morality henceforth is my 
religion, and I hate all other religions. Dr. Seabury, 
by turning to the Scottish Jacobite Bishops, damned 
Dr. Chandler, Vardill, Cooper, Caner, and all the 
loyal clergy of New England, and makes room for 
your beloved [##*#**, it###, PHteteee, Witte, 
M*#####, Thus, Dr. Seabury has gratified the Arch- 
bishop and Mr. Pitt, and ruined yon and all us here.” 
This statement was evidently written under much ex- 
citemeut ; and both the Archbishop and Mr. Pitt may 
have been irritated by Dr. Seabury’s success in Scot- 
land. It is introduced here, because it shows what 
were then the lamentable influences of political sway, 
in deadening the Catholicity of the English Church. 
A few of the Connecticut clorgy accepted the offers 
of England, and removed to Nova Scotia; but the 
greater part, as will hereafter appear, were indignant 
at the very proposal. ‘Their love to their country, 
wronged and persecuted though they had been, was 
too strong to be broken. 

Dr. Seabury sailed from New York in the flag-ship 
of Admiral Digby, and arrived in London on the 7th of 
July, 1783. The Archbishop of York, in whose char- 
acter the New England clergy placed greut confi- 
dence, had left London a fortnight before his arrival. 
The. Bishop of Loudon received him cordially ; the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, politely. Dr. Seabury’s 
official correpondence with the clergy of Connecticut 
was carried on principally with Mr. Jarvis, and occa- 
sionally with Mr. Leaming, the President of the Con- 
vention. From this correspondence, and the private 
letters of Eusebius and Verax, the names assumed by 
Mr. Leaming and his London correspondent, it is very 
evident, that neither the rulers of the State, nor of 
the Church of England, were then disposed to grant 
the Episcopate to the United States. Their policy 
clearly was to create a Bishop or Bishops for their own 
remaining colonies, and thus induce the clergy, from 
their pecuniary necessities, and as many of the laity 
. as were conscientious in their adherence to Episcopacy, 
to desert thoir country. ‘“ British Ministers of State, 
it appears,” wrote Mr. Jarvis, to one of the New York 
clergy, “ would not suffer English ministers in Church 
to do what we know, and every mortal besides, that 
has any conscience and candor, must be convinced, 
was their duty. Mr. Pitt had the grace to declare to 
his Grace of Canterbury, that an Act should never 
pass the House of Commons, to license the Bishops to 
consecrate a Bishop for any of the American States. 
Asa Christian Bishop, and the head of the English 


Church in spirituals, what must’have been his feclings 
on that occasion!” If one did not know tho godly 
sincerity of the author, this last sontence would seem 
to have been written in bitter irony. The Archbishop 
had no feelings on the subject. Ho was ready to do 
whatever the premier commanded ; and his conver. 
tions with Dr. Seabury exhibit the shuftling of diplo. 
matic evasion. ‘ Ho received mo politely,” says Dr. 
Seabury, one week after his urrival, “ approved of the 
measure, saw the necessity of it, and would do all he 
could to carry it into execution. But he must proceed 
openly and with candor. His majesty’s dispensation, 
he feared, would not be sufficient to justify the omis. 
sion of oaths imposed by Act of Parliament. He 
would consult with the other Bishops. He would ad. 
vise with those persons on whose judgment he thought 
he could depend. He was glad to hear the opinion of 
the Bishop of London, and wished to know the senti- 
ments of the Archbishop of York. He foresaw great 
difficulties, but hoped there were none of them insur- 
mountable.” ‘ 

As carly as Auguet 10th, Dr. Seabury thought, 
‘‘ unless matters can be put on a different footing, the 
business will not succeed. Both the Archbishops are 
convinced of the necessity of supplying the States of 
America with Bishops, if it is intended to preserve the 
Episcopal Church here.” Bur iT was Nor 60 IN- 
TENDED. By this tine the difficulties had been sys- 
tematically arranged, and were as follows : 

‘1. That it would be sending a Bishop to Con- 
necticut, which they have no right to do without the 
consent of the State.”—Did the Apostles wait for the 
consent of the Roman government? 

“©2. That the Bishop would not bo received in Con- 
necticut.”—On this objection Mr. Leaming’s letters will 
throw much light. 

«3, That there would be no adequate support for 
him.”—Whoee fault was that? Archbishop Tennison, 
in 1710, gave £1000, and Lady Betty Hastings, in 
1735, £1500, for the support of a Bishop in America 
This, in equity, could apply only to the United States; 
for the Canadas and Nova Scotia were at that time 
French provinces. But, according to the policy of 
1783, these sums were to be diverted from an Ameri- 
can Bishop in the United States, to an English Bishop 
in the newly acquired provinces. 

“4, That the oaths in the ordination office ean not 
be got over, because the king’s dispensation would not 
be sufficient to justify the omission of those oaths. 
At least, there must be the concurrence of the king’s 
council to the omission; and that the council would 
not give their concurrence, without the permission of 
the State of Connecticut to the Bishop’s residing among 
them.”—* All that I could say,” adds Dr. Seabury, 
“had no effect, and I had a fair opportunity of saying 
all that I wished to say.” 

In consequence of suggestions in this letter, the 
clergy of Connecticut assembled in Convention, at 
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Wallingford, Jan. 13, 1784. Mr. Leaming was chosen { according to my wishes. Jonathan and Ezra appear- 


president. and Mr. Jarvis secretary. On tho 14th, it 
was “voted, that Mr. Leaming, Mr Hubbard, and 
Mr. Jarvis, bo a committco to collect the opinions of 
the leading members of tho Assembly concerning an 
application by tho clergy of tho Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut, for tho legal protection of a Bishop for 
said Church, when they shall be able to procure onc, 
agrecable to the common rights of Christians, as those 
rights are now claimed and understood by all denomi- 
The following graphic descrip- 
tion of the proceedings with the Assembly at New 
Haven, is given by Eusebius to Verax, in a letter dated 
Jan. 22, 1736. Theo letter contains other particulars ; 
but as these throw much light on the whole subject, 
the greater part of the letter is hero inserted. | ‘ho 
Jonathan and Ezra, of whom Eusebius speaks, were 
Jonathan Trumbull, Governor of Connecticut from 
1770 to 1783 inclusive, and Ezra Stiles, the President 
of Yale College. : 

“ You not only find fault with my conduct, but say 
the English Bishops condemn me, and say it was not 
in the power of tho King to absolve the clergy of this 
State from their obligation to their quondam Bishop. 
Bo itso. It wasnot the King, but the Parliament and 
the English Bishops included in it, that made America 
independent. All the Bishops voted for it ; and not 
one of them said a word in favor of the Loyalists; that 
they ought to be considered who have suffered so much 
for their attachment to the Constitution of Great Brit- 
ainin Church and State. This was a subject that 
ought to have engaged the attention of somebody. 
For though there was provision made for those that 
went to Nova Scotia, all those whose circumstances 
were such that they could not remove thither, were 
entirely neglected in making the peace. So glaring 
was the neglect of the friends of Government, that 
Fox, though in the opposite scale, insisted that Govern- 
ment had engaged to support them, and it would be 
the basest conduct to neglect them. I suppose the 
Bishops may recollect, that the Parliament made 
America independent ; and that the Parliament ab- 
solved the clergy of England from their oath to their 
quondam Bishops in the time of King William III. If 
the Act of Parliament was valid in one case, it will be 
a nice point to prove it is not so in the other. I must 
repeat it again, J am of the same principles as when 
you left me. And you may suy what you please about 
me ; it will not affect me, unless you can say, I have 
departed from the faith of the early Christians. 

“ You and the English Bishops have not understood 
in what manner things have been carried on in Eng- 

land by Presbyterian machination. I was sent by the 
clergy of this State to inform the Assembly, and ob- 
tain their approbation of our having a Bishop. I soon 
found your Jonathan and Ezra were alarmed, but 
were obliged to be very complaisant to me. For once 
I was popular, and every thing carried in the Assembly 


nations in the State.” 


ed very uneasy about a week's time ; thon brightened 
up and said, ‘thongh the Assembly would admit we 
should have a Bishop, yet we should be disappointed, 
and wo should sco that our interest with the Church of 
England was very small.’ 

“‘Tfowever, I had no doubt inmy own mind but that 
wo should have somo favor, and tho civil powers would 
suspend the penalties tho Bishops were liable to for 
consecrating a Bishop for tho people here, in order still 
to presorve our affection to thom, for whom they knew 
wo had sacrificed our happiness and estates. But in 
this I was mistakon; for Jonathan and Ezra wroto to 
Dr. Price, and desired him to engage Billy Whig to 
opposo every movement for our having our petition 
granted. Upon this the half-loaf was given which you 
have mentioned. You were governed at home by 
Prosbyterian interest; by the machinations of Jona- 
than and Ezra. Jonathan is not; Ezra is not dead. 
The daughter of Cheesbrook of Newport, an only child, 
married ono Grant. Ho carried her to England and is 
dead. She came to Newport this autumn to disposo 
of her fortune and return:'to England. She had it in 
charge from Dr. Price to visit Ezra, and settle tho af- 
fairs of the Nation, when she returns to England. So 
that you see how matters are. I havo wrote a long 
Epistle. 

“But I have not done yet. When Price found that 
Seabury was consecrated, he thenengaged Billy Whig 
to send his mandate to the second man in the king- 
dom,* and ordered him to dismiss all the Missionaries 
in the States, and give large salaries to the clergy that 


“would go to Nova Scotia, and by that means put an 


end to the Church here, which was the view of Ezra. 

“Now upon this view of the subject, what was to 
become of 20,000 Churchmen in Connecticut, which 
could not move to Nova Scotia, if all our clergy had 
left their people? Why! they must have done as 
Ezra wished, joined the meeting. And in that case, 
what have the Society been doing for seventy years? 
Then Price says, What shall Ido now? Iam resolved 
what todo. Let there be an Act to suspend the pen- 
alties, &c., for if this is not done Seabury may ordain, 
and the Church there may be still preserved. Make 
a huge cry against a Jacobite Bishop, and ordain Bish- 
ops for the Southern States in opposition to Seabury, 
and by that means the Church will be divided, and 
consequently come to an end. - This will gratify Ezra 
and complete all his wishes. 

“You charge me with being a Jacobite. I deny 
the charge. I have the same good wishes for the pres- 
ent Family on tho throne that I ever had. And what 
those were I need not say now. And I am as ready 
to communicate with the Church of England as ever, 
and of course no schismatic.” 

It will now be seen what a debt of gratitude the 
DO 


* The Archbishop of Canterbury. 
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whole American Church owes to the Intrepid Clergy of 
Connecticut, and thoir first Bishop, as well as to the 
Catholic remainder of the Church of Seotland. If 
Dr. Seabury bad not been a resolute and brave man, 
the application for an American Episcopate would have 
entirely failed. On his way to Scotland he called on 
the Archbishop of York, and frankly told him the ob- 
ject of his journcy. “Why, Dr. Seabury!” he ex- 
claimed, *‘do you not know that they aro Jacobites?” 
““Yes, my Lord!” was the ready answer; “and if 
report says true, your Gracc’s non-juring principles 
are the brightest jewol in your Grace’s mitre.” ‘The 
Archbishop smiled and was silent. 

On the 2d of August, 1785, the clergy of Connec- 
ticut assembled in Convention at Middletown to meet 
and receive their Bishop. Eleven were present, with 
the Rev. Benjamin Moore from New York, and the 
Rev. Samuel Parker from Boston. Mr. Leaming was 
as usual chosen president, and Mr. Jarvis secretary. 
As his minutes contain the ceremonial of this first re- 
ception, an extract from them may bo interesting. 
“Tho Right Rev. Dr. Samuel Seabury attended upon 
this Convention, and his letters of consecration being 
requested by the same, they were produced and read ; 
whereby it appeared to this Convention that he 
hath been duly and canonically consecrated a Bishop 
by the Bishops of the Church of Scotland. 


“ Aug.3, 8 o’clock A. M., the Convention met. Af-? 


ter the Address of the clergy to the Bishop had been 
reconsidered by the Convention and approved, the 
clergy repaired to the Church and appointed four of 
their body to return to the parsonage. Mr. Jarvis in 
the namgof the clergy declared to the Bishop their 
confirmation of their former election of him, and they 
now acknowledged and received him as their Bishop. 
‘“‘ Then the Bishop returned his answer of acceptance, 
which two of them immediately carried back to the 
Convention, while the other two followed in attendance 
upon the Bishop, who thus proceeded to the church. 
Being introduced and seated in his chair at the altar, the 
clergy assembled at the rails. Their address to him was 
read by the Rev. Mr. Hubbard ; after which, the Bishop 
read his answer; and then the clergy, kneeling at the 
rails, received the Apostolic blessing. ‘Then the clergy 
retired to their pews, and the Bishop began divine ser- 
vice with the Litany, according to the rubric in the of- 
fice for the ordination of Deacons; the four following 
persons, Messrs. Vandyke, Shelton, Baldwin, of Con- 
necticut, and Mr. Ferguson of Maryland, being pres- 
ent, to be admitted into that order. ‘The Litany being 
ended, Mr. Bowden read the first Communion Service. 
The Bishop then read the Service, consecrated tho el- 
ements, and administered the Bread. Mr. Bowden as- 
sisted by administering the Cup. The Communion 
being finished, the Bishop then proceeded to tho ordi- 
nation. Mr. Jarvis officiated as Arch-Deacon. After 
the ordination a sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Leaming, and the congregation was dismissed by the 


Bishop. From tho church the clergy, preceded by the 
Bishop, returned to the parsonuge.- Mr. Jarvis by or. 
der of the Convention gave the thanks of tho same to 
Mr. Leaming for his sermon delivered before them, 
with their desiro of a copy of it to be printed. The 
Bishop then dissolved the Convention, and directed the 
clergy to moet him at five o’clock in Convocation, 
Thoy mot accordingly ; and tho Convocation was ad. 
journed to the noxt morning, Thursday, 9 o’clock A.M. 

“ Thursday, Aug. 4. At-11 o’clock A. M. went to 
church. Mr. Parker road prayers, and Mr. Moore 
preached a sermon; after which the Bishop delivered 
a charge to the clergy. P.M. Mr. Parker communica. 
ted to the Convocation, the purport of his delegation 
from the clergy in the State of Massachusetts, viz; 
to collect the sentiments of the Connecticut clergy in 
respect of Dr. Scabury’s episcopal consccration, the 
regulation of his episcopal jurisdiction, and their thoughts 
of connecting themselves with them under his episco. 
palcharge. The clergy of Connecticut expressed ther 
warmest wishes for the union and concurrence of their 
brethren in Massachusetts under Bishop Seabury. 

“ Friday, Aug. 5. After appointing Mr. Bowden, Mr. 
Parker, and Mr. Jarvis as a Committee to consider of 
and make with the Bishop some alterations in the Lit- 
urgy needful for the present use of the Church, the 
Convocation adjourned to meet again at New Haven in 
September. 

“ Sunday, Aug.7. Mr. Colin Ferguson was ordained 
priest; Mr. Parker, Mr. Bowden, and Mr. Jarvis attend- 
ed the ordination us presbyters. .Mr. Thomas Fitch 
Oliver of Providence, Rhode Island, was ordained dea- 


‘con on the samo day.” - 


So ends the Record of the first mecting of the first 
Amercan Bishop with his clergy. The proceedings of the 
Committee on the Alterations in the Liturgy are inter- 
esting, inasmuch as they exhibit the extent to which 
the Bishop and clergy were willing to go, and they were 
afterwards made tho basis of the proceedings in Mas- 
sachusetts. ‘They are too long to be further noticed, 
and are relevant only so far as Mr. Jarvis was con- 
cemed in the revision. It may be proper however to 
state, that in 1786 Bishop Seabury set forth ‘* The Com- 
munion offico pr Order for the Administration of the 
Ioly Eucharist,” for the use of tho Episcopal churches 
in Connecticut. It begins with the exhortation, ‘ Dearly 
beloved in the Lord,” &c. After which the priest or 
Deucon shall say, ‘ Let us present our offerings to the 
Lord with reverence and godly fear.” ‘Then follows 
the offertory with an act of adoration by the priest 
The rest, with a few verbul alterations, follows the or- 
der of the Church of Scotland, which is much better 
arranged than the English, and more conformable to 
the earliest usage of the Christian Church. The sub- 
ject is mentioned here, because of the unfounded cal- 
umny lately advanced against Bishop Seabury of having 
foisted a part of the Scottish Service into the American 
Church. The revision by a committee of Convocation 
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in Connecticut, of such men as Bowden and Jarvis, 
shows that the Bishop did not exercise alone the au- 
thority which by primitive and Catholic usage was his 
right. Tho Church of Connecticut might havo insisted 
on retaining the whole; and the substitution four yoars 
after of our present oftice, which, though superior to the 
English, is inferior to that of Bishop Seabury, was an 
act of concession and compromiso. 

During these transactions in Connecticut, the change 
of policy to which allusion has already been made; 
took place in England. The bold movoment of Dr. 
Seubury had disconcerted tho enemies of tho Church, 
both in England and America. It was now impossible 
to prevent a valid Episcopacy in the United States. 
Mr. Pitt and Dr. Price withdrew tho opposition to an 
Act of Parliament, and consented that Bishops should 
be consecrated for the States south of New England. 
Bishop Seabury and the Connecticut clergy were de- 
nounced as Non-jurors and Jacobites, though every 
one of them at his ordination had taken the oath of 
allegiance to the House of Hanover. ‘The reasons 
you mention for taking away our salaries is a paradox 
in all shapes I can view it,” writes Mr. Leaming, one 
week after the Convention of which he was President 
had received and acknowledged Dr Seabury. ‘ Our 
names were never put to any papers, but to those di- 
rected to the Bishops in South: Britain; and to them 
none put their names but only myself and Mr. Jarvis 
as Secretary of the Convention of this State. And 
the other reason, (if it can be called s0,) offered for 
doing of it is as unaccountable. Did they, without our 
wish or design, make us Non-jurors? And then take 
away oursalaries because we were Non-jurors? Heav- 
en defend us from such sort of reason! I do not know 
how it is; but great men can draw conclusions with- 
out any premises. There is something so wicked, for 
them to entice the clergy of this State to leave their 
flocks, which have been brought up by us to believe, 
that the Society had nothing more at heart, than to 
support true religion, without the least thought of acting 
by a party spirit in the affair. However I impute all 
this to the influence of some crafty dissenter over the So- 
ciety, in order, now we have a Bishop, to stop the rapid 
growth of the Church here. Perhaps you will not be- 
lieve it ; but the Church here is now the popular reli- 
gion of the State. Had our salaries been continued 
seven years longer, we should have been able then to 
have done without them.’ And now, I am persuaded 
we shall be able to carry a sufficient sway to support 
the Church. A Bishop is no objection here. And the 
Dissenters applaud the zeal of the Church in their per- 
severancé to obtain it.” 


chosen rector, and the old wardens and vestrymen 
of Trinity Church, had been forcibly expelled, and 
the Rev. Mr. Provoost, an Arian in sentiment, and 
a porsonal onemy of Bishop Scabury, had bocn mado 
rector, against the wishes of tho great body of tho 
parishioners, IIe was tho loading, and for a time tho 
ouly, clerical representative of the State of New York 
in the Convontions of the seven States held in Phila- 
delphia. In that of June, 1786, he made the follow- 
ing motion, which was seconded by the Rey. Mr. 
Smith, of South Carolina: “ That this Convention will 
resolvo to do no act that shall imply the validity of or- 
dinations nade by Dr. Seabury. It was nogatived by 
a majority of that State; New York, New Jersey, 
and South Carolina, voting for, and Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia, against it. It was, 
however, resolved, unanimously, on motion of Dr. 
White of Pennsylvania, seconded by Mr. Smith of 
South Carolina, that it should be recommended to the 
seven States, not to receive any clergyman professing 
canonical subjection to any Bishop other than those 
Bishops who may be duly settled in the States repre- 
sented in this Convention.” 

Tho next day a resolution in a still more offensive 
form, was unanimously carried, “ against any minister 
who should receive ordination from any Bishop re- 
siding in America.” Both were directly leveled against 
the Bishop of Connecticut ; for even so early as De- 
cember 24th, 1785, he had admitted twelve persons to 
orders, “one for Virginia, four for Maryland, one for 
Pennsylvania, two for New Jersey, three for Connecti- 
cut, and one for Providence; and all the world knew 
that there was but one Bishop residing in America. 
It was doubtless intended to please the English Bish- 
ops, and prevent any further application for orders 
south of New England. 

The die seemed now to bo cast, and a Peal inev- 
itable ; but the clergy of Connecticut were undaunted. 
In Feb. 1787, the same month in which Drs. White and 
Provoost were consecrated at Lambeth, and twenty three 
days after that event, the clergy elected Mr. Jarvis to pro- 
ceed to Scotland for consecration. It was intended to 
obtain the canonical number of Bishops in New Eng- 
land of the Scottish line, and thus preserve a purely 
primitive and Apostolic Church, holding fast the form 
of sound words, and the faith once delivered to the 
saints. Mr. Jarvis prudently deferred his answer till 
the annual meeting of 1788; and, in the mean time, 
the conciliatory course of Bishop White, and the kind 
mediation of the clergy of Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire, caused the prospect of union to brighten. 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


If New York had pursued the same course as Con- | 


necticut, much of the subsequent evil would have 
been averted ; but, unhappily, the Church in that city 
was then under influences very foreign from its well 
known orthodoxy. After the evacuation by the Brit- 
ish forces, the Rev. Benjamin. Moore, who had been 
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MEMOIR OF BISHOP JARVIS.* 


The Episcopate being happily obtained, tho Clorgy 
of New England considered a revision of the Liturgy 
as then, and not till then, canonical. At a meeting 
of the Clergy of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
held at Boston, September 8, 1784, they addressed a 
letter to the Clergy of Connecticut, concerning tho 
movements iu Pennsylvania, in which they declared, 
as their unanimous opinion, “that it is beginning at 
the wrong end to attempt to organize our Church be- 
fore we havo obtained a head. Our Churches at pre- 
sent resemble the scattered limbs of the body, without 
any common centre of union or principle to animate 
the whole. We can not conceive it probable or even 
possible to carry the plan they havo pointed out into 
execution, before an Episcopate is obtained to direct 
our motions, and by a delegated authority to claim our 
assent.” That such was the view of the Connecticut 
Clergy, will appear from the following extract, written 
by Mr. Jarvis in their name: “Tho Clergy in Connec- 
ticut consider the Church in which they officiate as 
collected and formed upon the principles on which the 
Church was at first founded by her great Head. There- 
fore what they have to deliberate upon and endeavor 
to carry into effect, in the first place, is, that she be 
settled in the full enjoyment of the Spiritual powers 
and officers essential to her: viz., a Bishop, from whom 
alone all other officers in the Ministry derive their 
commission. And when this is accomplished, and our 
Church thus completed in her meinbers, then, 2. The 
Clergy of this State will consider it as their duty, as 
that is ascertained by Scripture and primitive example, 
to revise the Liturgy and render as perfect as they may 
be able whatever shall be found necdful for a pure and 
Scriptural worship for all Christians of her Communion. 
3. To form such canons as may appear necessary,—as 
may respectively relate to the Clergy and the Lay part 
of her Communion. 4. In this particular, so far as lay- 
men are concerned and will bear a part in transacting 
the affairs of the Church, the Clergy will advise with 
and collect the sentiments and matured judgments of 
the ablest and best informed of the Laity—5. The 
Clergy of Connecticut will be ready to meet with and 
consult their Brethren of the Clergy in any or all the 
other States for the preservation of the Unity and sct- 
tlement of Uniformity in the Episcopal Church through- 
out all the States: it being an object they would most 
religiously regard, that in constitution, discipline, and 
worship, she may be and continue to be in every re- 
spect one Church.” 

At that time, strange as it may now appear, the real 
strength of the Church lay in New England. New 
York and Pennsylvania wero then a wilderness. The 
better portion of the Clorgy whore the Church had 
been the legal cstablishmont, were Englishmon, and 
had returned to their Mother Country. Tho New Eng- 
rn OE AAO, 


* Concluded from page 153. 


land Clergy were indigenous and loved their native 
soil. ‘They were disciplined by continual conflict with 
the puritans, and being not only unsupported, but even 
persecuted by secular power, were thrown back into 
the condition of the primitive Christians. Had their’ 
example been followed in waiting for a valid episco- 
pate, before any attempt was made to revise the litur- 
gy, the American Church would have been better or- 
ganized, and tho revision made with more knowledge 
and greater caution. Jet any one carefully examino 
the unequal and imperfect representation of which tho 
Conventions south of New England were composed, 
from 1784 to 1789, and he will see how justly the New 
England Clergy were alarmed. ‘ There has been,” 
writes Mr. Leaming from Stratford, Nov. 22, 1785, 
“a Convention of the Clergy and Lay deputies of all 
the States south of Connecticut, held at Philadelphia ; 
who have cast away two of the Creeds, and altered 
the other. They have altered the Baptismal Office, 
and laid aside the uso of the cross after baptism ; havo 
altered the Marriage and Burial Offices, and have al- 
tered tho Common Prayer to make it shorter; and say 
the Bishops of England have engaged to consecrate a 
Bishop for them who are no longer of the communion 
of that Church. Is it possible that the Bishops of 
England should do this, when they lately refused to 
consecrate a Bishop for the Church in Connecticut, 
who hold firm to the faith once delivered to the saints, 
and have retaifed the ancient form of worship, and 
are truly formed upon the primitive plan of the Christ- 
ian Church? The Clergy aro determined to go through 
every difficulty rather than to depart from the founda- 
tion of an Apostolical Church. The Bishops of Eng- 
land must certainly feel uneasy that they have not 
taken us by the hand, when thoy find we are the only 
Church in all the States that have acted in such a 
manner as the world must approve of. No temporal 
interest shall cause us to depart from the truth; for 
wo believe in that God who giveth light in times of 
darkness. If there is any thing in Religion, why 
are not we more engaged about it? If there is no- 
thing in it, why should we give ourselves any concern 
about it? Ono question more I would ask, and I have 
done. Can the Bishops of England send Bishops to these 
States to be under the Government of Lay Elders? 

“We should have done as we please here, if the 
Bishops would have favored our righteous cause. 
We are the true sons of the Church; and if they are 
so, why did they neglect us? The Lay-deputies to 
the southward will make wicked work with a Bishop 
if they get one; and the world will condemn the 
Bishops of England if they give them one, and will 
say it was gone out of revenge to us.” 

Tho alarm was just, and tho claims for Connecticut 
not exaggorated. By the articlos of tho New York Con- 
vontion, in October, 1784, a Bishop would bo only ox- 
officio a momber of a future Genoral Convention, and 
the Clergy and Laity would deliberate together, but vote 
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separately. Thus the Bishop would have but one vote 
among his clerical brethren, and that, if he presided, 
only a casting vote; and the Laity would hold in their 
hands the balance of power. How contrary all this 
would have been to primitive Christianity, need not now 
be proved. The leaven of Erastianism and Arianism, if 
not Socinianism, had worked so extensively among the 
Laity that they feared not to encroach on the sacred 
deposit of the priesthood, and there was even a design 
to expunge the petitions to the Trinity ! 

The elevation of Dr. Provoost to the Episcopate 
prepared the way for a better and truer representation 
of the Church in New York by the Rev. Doctors 
Beach and Moore, in the Convention which sat at 
Philadelphia, July 28th, 1789. Bp. Provoost was not 
present, and Bp. White presided ex-officio. Mary- 
land, in addition to Drs. Smith and Claggett, had sent 
the Rev. Colin Ferguson, who had been ordained by 
Bishop Seabury, and had since been honored with a 
doctorate of Divinity. This showed that the Clergy 
and Laity of that State were not disposed to be gov- 
erned by the rash and hostile resolutions passed in 
June, 1786; and this convention, by admitting him 
to his seat, tacitly abrogated so offensive a proceed- 
ure. The Clergy of Massachusetts and New Hamp- 
shire had addressed to Bp. White an Act recommend- 
ing for consecration the Rev. Edward Bass, and. con- 
taining a request to the Bishops of Connecticut, New 
York, and Pennsylvania, that they would unite in 
consecrating him to “the Apostolic Office and pow- 
ers.” This was laid before the Convention, together 
with letters from Bp. Seabury; and both led to a 
solemn and unanimous recognition of the Scottish 
Episcopacy. The Consecration, however, of the Rev. 
Mr. Bass was frustrated by the refusal of the Bishop 
of New York to act with the Bishop of Connecticut. 

The door was now opened for reconciliation. Ata 
Special Convention of the presbyters of Connecticut, 
held at Stratfield, (now Bridgeport,) Sep. 15th, 1789, 
the Bishop being absent, the Rev. Dr. Leaming was 
chosen President, and the Rev. Mr. Jarvis, Secretary. 
Their object was to deliberate upon the invitation from 
the General Convention at Philadelphia to the Bishop 
and Clergy of the Church in Connecticut, to attend the 
Convention which they had adjourned for that end to 
the 29th of September. The letters and papers sent 
relating to a general Union having been read, it was 
voted, on motion of Mr. Bowden, that the Convention 
would send Clerical delegates. The next day (Wed- 
nesday, 16th.,) Messrs. Hubbard and Jarvis were chos- 
en, and “empowered to confer with the General Con- 

vention on the subject of making alterations in the 
Book of Common Prayer ; but “the ratification of such 
alterations” was “‘ expressly reserved to rest with the 
Bishop and Clorgy of this Church.” This, as will 
presently be seen, was an important reservation, of 
which the Church subsequently availed itself in estab- 
lishing the usage of Connecticut. 


At the Convention of Sep. 29, 1789, Bp. Seabury 
and his presbyters Hubbard aud Jarvis attended, and 
were joined by the Rev. Dr. Parker, Rector of Trinity 
Church, Boston, as the sole representative of the 
Churches in Massachusetts and New Hampshire. The 
Conference which took place between Bp. Seabury, 
Messrs. Hubbard and Jarvis, and Dr. Parker, on the 
part of the eastern States, and the committee of Cop. 
vention of the seven States south of New England, 
was conducted in a most conciliatory manner. Now 
York had regained her correct position in that Com. 
mittee, being represented by Dr. Benjamin Moore and 
Richard Harrison, Esq.; and thus the most obnoxious 
measures of the southern States were rescinded. But 
the attentive observer who is aware of the workings of 
party spirit, will see in the votes recorded on the jour. 
nal, the origin of many changes by which the Ameri- 
can Prayer-Book has departed from the English. As 
Mr. Jarvis had so prominent a part in the proceedings 
of that constituent assembly, it is important here to in. 
troduce an extract from his answers to certain queries 
made to him after he was Bishop, to be transmitted to 
Dr. Porteus, the Bishop of London. 

The eighth query was, “ What alterations from the 
Church of England in the Liturgy or Common Pray- 
ers?” To this he answered: “A comparison of the 
two books by inspection will discover the alterations 
more effectually, as well as more briefly, than any 
enumeration which could here be made. The causes 
of those alterations may not be so easily perceived. In 
September, 1789, delegates from ten of the then thirtecn 
States, consisting of Clergymen and Lay-members of 
the Church, met at Philadelphia for the purpose of 
forming a Union. To accomplish this, it was necessa- 
ry to make some alterations in the Prayer-Book, which, 
as the offspring of the Church of England, the Amer- 
ican Church still looked upon as its own. With re- 
spect to the extent of the proposed alterations, the 
Convention was equally divided. The delegates from 
five of the States, viz: New Hampshire, Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey, were 
averse from any alterations, except the omission or 
adaptation of particular prayers in the daily service to 
the government of the United States. Of the two 
Bishops present, (Bp. Seabury and Bp. White,) the 
former advocated the alteration in the Communion 
Service, and the addition of some occasional prayers; 
in all other particulars he strenously opposed even such 
as were verbal. Strong impressions that a disunion 
would work ruin to the American Church, induced 
that part of the Convention most attached to her inter- 
est and sound doctrine, to submit to a compromise, in 
hopes that at some future day the true friends of the 
Church would be enabled to correct those defects to 
which the want of right principle, and the fervor for 
innovation in their opponents had obliged them relue- 
tantly to consent. This may account for all the de- 
partures from tho English Prayer-Book, and for the 
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Jatitudo given in many rubrics to the officiating minis- 
ter, which laid tho foundation of diversity in the use 
of the Liturgy.” This extract will fully explain the 
proceedings of the Convocation of 1790, in which the 
Bishop and Clergy adopted the new Prayer-Book, with 
the solemn and express reservation that the use of it 
in Connecticut should conform as closely as possible 
to the English ritual. It is believed that the same 
resolution was made in New York; for the practico 
of Trinity Church continued like that of Connecticut 
in overy essential particular. 

In the General Convention of 1792, of the four 
clerical deputies from Connecticut, Mr. Jarvis was the 
only one who attended. On the journal is given to 
him the degree of Doctor of Divinity, which had been 
conferred by Bishop Seabury on three of his presbytors, 
Mansfield, Hubbard, and Jarvis. This was anciently 
8 prerogative of Bishops, and traces of it still remain in 
foreign universities ; but Mr. Jarvis would never take 
it; nor was it ever conferred upon him by any college 
until after ho was Bishop. Even to this day the Scot- 
tish Bishops will never receive a degree of Doctor of 
Divinity from any Presbyterian institution. Though 
it had been made a rule in the Convention of 1789 that 
tho Senior Bishop should preside, Bp. Seabury, for the 
purpose of conciliation, surrendered his right; and the 
rule of rotation beginning from the north, conferred on 
Bp. Provoost the office of Consecrator in the case of 
Dr. Claggett, the first Bishop of Maryland. In the 
General Convention of 1795, no deputies, clerical or 
luy, were present from the New England States, nor 
was Bishop Seabury there; a very significant proof of 
what they considered as the downward tendency of the 
American Church. We have reason to bless God that 
their gloomy anticipations were not well-founded. 

In the month of February, 1796, Bishop Seabury 
died. Mr. Jarvis was sitting before the fire ; his wife 
near him engaged in some domestic employment; and 
his little son playing about the room. A messenger 
entered with a letter sealed with black wax, and hand- 
ed it to Mr. Jarvis in silence. He opened it, and his 
hand shook like an aspen-leaf. His wife in great alarm 
hastened to him, and his son crept between his knees 
and looked up inquiringly into his face. He could not 
speak for some minutes. At last he said, slowly and 
convulsively, “‘ Bishop Seabury is dead !” 

In the following May, a special convention was held 
at New Haven, for the purpose of electing a Bishop, 
and Mr. Jarvis preached before them. The subject of 
course was their irreparable loss. It was requested for 
the press, and is one of the few pieces which he per- 
mitted to be published. He was elected to the vacant 
office, but declined. In the following October, Mr. 
Bowden was elected, but deferred his answer till the 
next Annual Convention, which assembled at Derby 
on the 7th of June, 1797. Here Dr. Bowden (for in 
the meantime he had received that degree in Divinity) 

. declined the Episcopate, and Mr. Jarvis was again 


clected. The choice being now unanimous, and the 


exigencios of tho Church seeming to require it, ho ro- 
luctantly gave way. He had been for many ycars 
subject to the asthma, which invariably attacked him 
with great violence when he traveled ; and he feared 
that it might utterly incapacitate him for the discharge 
of his Episcopal duties. The consecration took place 
in Trinity Church, New Haven, on the festival of St. 
Iuke the Evangoelist, Oct. 18, 1797. Immediately 
after his consecration, he reeeived an affectionate ad- 
dress from the Clergy, to which he responded in like 
manner, and then delivered his primary chargo. 

Tho Episcopal Academy of Connecticut having been 
established at Cheshire in 1796, and the Rev. John 
Bowden appointed its principal, Bishop Jarvis deter- 
mined, in 1798, to place his son under the care of so 
able an instructor. But his heart and that of his wife 
were so bound up in this child of their old age, that the 
event of sending him for the first time from home led 
to their removal, in the following year, from Middle- 
town to Cheshire. There, in 1801, this affectionate 
wife and tender mother died, and the Rev. Dr. Bowden 
having, in 1802, resigned his charge, the Bishop deter- 
mined, in 1803, to remove to New Haven, and enter 
his son at Yale College. With a view tothis purpose, 
he called upon the President, Dr. Dwight, to settle the 
preliminaries, and the eens dialogue passed be- 
tween them: 

‘*T shall expect my son to attend Church.” 

“ Certainly! Itishisright. Only he will be obliged 
constantly to ask leave.” 

“Tf it is his right, he ought not to ask leave.” 

“Oh, that is a measure of precaution. Young gen- 
tlemen might make their ee a pretext to attend 
no public worship.” 

‘“Whenever you detect my son in 4a lie, it will be 
time enough to distrust him. If he enters the college, 
I must insist upon his asking no leave to go to Church.” 

Dr. Dwight yielded the point ; but every Monday 
morning, when the delinquents of the past week were 
called over, the demand, “ Jarvis absent from the 
Chapel on the Sabbath,” was invariably followed by 
the response, “ Sir, I was at Church.” This, it is be- 
lieved, was the first instance in which the son of a 
Churchman was permitted, as a matter of right, to 
absent himself from the Congregational Chapel on 
Sunday. 

The routine of Episcopal duties was at that time 
almost as silent and noiseless as those of a parish cler- 
gyman. The Church of Connecticut was despised by 
her adversaries as a feeble flock. The Academy was 
her only instrument of imparting either a secular or re- 
ligious education. Her clergy were obliged to have 
the charge of two or more parishes; and the services 
even of one in deacon’s orders could not, in many cases, 
be enjoyed more than once a month. But God was 
pleased to bring good out of this great evil. ‘Tho laity 
read much; and the enlargement of their knowledge 
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produced a correspondent interest. The Bishop's meth- 
od of visitation was to spend a day or more in each 
parish ; in the larger, as far as possible, on Sunday; in 
the smaller, on other days of the week, but always in 
tho morning. Tho afternoon was taken up in passing 
from placo to place. 
the parish called upon him, and he often sut until a lato 
hour encircled by thom, houring and answering ques- 
tions, as to the sonse of [oly Scripture, or the doctrines 
and discipline of the Church,’ His asthma was always 
an afflicting thorn in the flesh ; but God’s strength was 
at times visibly made perfect in his weakness. Often 
and often was he obliged, after these conversations, to 
sit up all night, his head supported by pillows ; but he 
bore all with patient submission and a sweet cheerful- 
ness, which brought tears into the eyes of all who were 
witnesses of his sufferings. In 1806 he married o 
second time ; and the excellent lady to whom he gave 
his hand and his heart, prolonged his declining years, 
assuaged his sorrows, and made him and his son happy. 
For seven years, till the time of his death, no passing 
clouds of human infirmity threw their shadows over 
the mutual affections of their lives—no fracture in ves- 
sels of earth’s mould interrupted their harmony. . 
During the Episcopate of Bishop Jarvis, five General 
Conventions were held, at three of which he was pre- 
sent. When the Convention of 1801 assembled at 
Trenton, Bishop White said to him, “Sir, it is your 
turn to preside ;” to which he answered, “ Sir, I can 
never preside over tho Bishop who consecrated mo.” 
This gavo occasion to the resolve on the journal of the 
House of Bishops, in which a doubt is expressed as to 
the meaning of the rule of 1792. ‘From that time forth 
‘Bp. White continued till his death to preside as Senior 
Bishop of the American Church. With the exception 
of the Bishops of Africa, the ancient rule was, that in 
all provincial synods the Bishop of the first See (Prime 
Sedis Episcopius) should preside ; and as from tho time 
of the Apostles the first See was planted in the mother 
city, the Senior Bishop was’ in tho first instance the 
Bishop of the first See. Hence the name of Metro- 
politan was subsequently adopted. In the United 
States, Connecticut was the first See, and her first 
Bishop was the Senior Bishop. By the primitive rule, 
therefore, Bishop Scabury might have claimed the 
right of presiding as long as he lived; but this right he 
was content to waive for the sake of peace. The rule 
being changed, his successor might have presided in 
1801; in which case, as Bishop of the first See, the 
rule generally followed in the primitive Church would 
for that time have taken effect. But his modest defer- 
ence to the Bishop who consecrated him, caused a 
‘practice to grow up in the American Church, which 
has no other precedent than tho example of the Afri- 
can provinces west of Carthage. In 1804, a new rule 
was adopted, that tho Senior Bishop present at the 
opening of any convention, should preside; nor was 
that of 1789 fully restored until the convention of 1832, 
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when the resolution since followed was moved by Bp 
H. U. Onderdonk. 

In the General Convention of 1804, a very extraor. 
dinary and anomalous procceding caused the greatest, 
and almost the only, trouble, which, in his official ca. 
pacity, the Bishop of Connecticut exporicnced. A 
young man named Ammi Rogers, of most impure and 
vicious life, but of pleasing appearance and insinuating 
address, finding it hopeless to obtain orders in his native 
State, went, about the year 1791, to New York, and 
in 1792 was there ordained by Bishop Provoost. As 
his name is not on the list of the New York clergy in 
1801, it appears that he had left that State; and as itis 
not elsewhere to be found, the presumption is, that he 
had privately returned to Branford, in Connecticut. 
There he obtained a vote of the parish that they would 
receive him as their minister. The Bishop of Con- 
necticut, knowing well the character of his early life, 
and the way in which he had obtained orders, refused 
to receive him, unless he brought satisfactory testimo- 
nials from the ecclesiastical authority of the Diocese in 
which he was ordained, and to which of course he 
belonged. ‘This Rogers would not do, but traveled 
about the Diocese, reading prayers and preaching 
wherever he could gain admittance, traducing the 
character of the Bishop, endeavoring to divide the 
clergy and to disaftect the laity, and thus to create a 
schism in the Church. According to the second canon 
of 1792, the Bishop gave official notice of these pro- 
cecdings to the Bishop of New York, that the offonder 


‘might be tried in the diocese to which he belonged ; but 


this notice was entirely neglected. At length, on the 
11th of June, 1804, the Bishop, by and with the advice 
of the Standing Committee, issued a circular forbidding 
him to exercise any clerical functions in the Diocese, 
and exhorting the parishes not to receive him. This 
induced Rogers to petition the House of Bishops in the 
General Convention of September, 1804, to try him 
‘as a minister and asa man.” Here began the diffi- 
culties of the case. Jy all the principles of canon law, 
he was amenable to the Bishop of New York. He 
had been ordained there, and had never been transfer- 
red. If the Bishops did not intend te try him, as a 
Court of Appeal, why did they call for witnesses? 
Why did they hear evidence and pronounce an opinion? 
Why did they declare him guilty and deserving of 
degradation? The whole proceeding was loose and 
irregular. They either had, or had not, the authority 
to tryhim. If they had not, they should have said so; 
if they had, then a trial by an inferior court would, on 
the face of it, be absurd. In this, as in all other in- 
stances where right is sacrificed to an apparent expe- 
diency, and high and holy responsibilities are not firmly 
met, evils aro increased, not lessened. Many years 
elapsed before the Diocese of Connecticut was restored 
to its usual tranquillity ; and the Bishop was persecuted 
by the vindictive pertinacity of a degraded priest, al- 
most to his dying duy. From motives of delicacy, the 
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Bishop would not sit with his brethren while the trial 
of Rogers was pending. ‘here wero therefore but 
four Bishops present: Bp. White of Pennsylvania, Bp. 
Moore of New York, Bp. Claggett of Maryland, and 
Bp. Parker of Massachusetts. The following letter 
from the Bishop of Maryland to Mr. Baldwin, the sec- 
retary of the Convocation of Connecticut, will show 
that both he and the Bishop of Massachusctts agroed 
with the Bishop of Connecticut in his construction of 
the proceedings of the House of Bishops. Bp. Parker 
was coueecrated at that Convention, and died in the fol- 
lowing December. Tho Convention had adjourned, and 
tho Bishops of Connecticut and Maryland were both 
absent. Had it not been so, Bishop Jarvis would have 
entered his solemn protest against the referenco to Con- 
necticut ; and Bishop Parker, supported by Bishop 
Claggett, would not have acquiesced in a measure 60 
contrary to all primitive usage, and so subversive of 
“that fundamental principle, that a presbyter is amena- 
blc where ho was ordained, until he is canonically 
transferred. 
“The Rev. Mr. AsuneL Batpwin, Stratford, in the 
- State of Connecticut. 
“Croom, 12th Jan’y, 1807. 

“ Rev. anD Dear Sir,—I had the honor to recoive a 
letter from the Rev’d Convocation of the Diocese of 
Connecticut, together with a resolve of that body, re- 
questing you, as their Secrotary, to forward a similar 
one to all the Bishops who sat in the last General Con- 
vention of our Church. This letter I received about 
three months ago, and for reasons which will appear 
below, I have hitherto declined answering it. In their 
letter the Convocation inform me of the step the Con- 
vention of the Church of Connecticut had in the year. 
1804 thought themselves authorized to take in Mr. 
Rogere’s unhappy affair, in consequence of its being 
referred to them by the House of Bishops; of their 
reasons for taking that step, and the consequent mis- 
understanding that had arisen between them and two 
of the House of Bishops on the subject, by which a 
great danger of a schism in the flourishing Church of 
Connecticut had arisen. They go on to profess ‘ the 
purity of their intentions in that transaction, and, in 
the true spirit of the Gospel, their hearty desire to do 
every thing in their power for the peace and prosperity 
of the Church, and conclude their letter by requesting 
that’ I, ‘in conjunction with the other Bishops con- 
cerned in that business, would, as soon as convenient, 
transmit a statement of our view of the whole subject, 
together with our advice to Connecticut, how it would 
be prudent, in the present state of things, to proceed, 
and particularly, whether it would be advisable to give 
“Mr. Rogers a new trial on the ground of nullity in the 
act of Degradation.’ 

“‘ For reasons which will presently. appear, however 
desirous I may be, it is impossible that I should, at 
present, with my stock of information on the subject, 
comply with this request. However, I think it my 


duty to state to you the view I myself had of the 
cause, and the part I took in it. You will recollect, 
my dear sir, the very ill state of health I was in during 
the whole session of that Convention, notwithstanding 
which, as I conceived Mr. Rogers’s appeal to be 
amongst the most important affairs which tho IIouse 
of Bishops had to transact, I attended closely to it, 
and cndeavored to view it in all its bearings. On the 
last day of tho session of Convention, just before its 
adjournment, the deputies from tho Church of Con- 
necticut and Mr. Rogers were desired to retire out of 
tho House of Bishops, when, according to tho best of 
my recollection, every Bishop present, oxcept Bp. Jar- 
vis, (who, I presume, thought himsclf too much im- 
plicated to give any opinion,) expressed a decided con- 
viction of his guilt; and I thon thought nothing re- 
mained to be done, but to award the sentence de- 
nounced by our canon law against such criminals. 
But in this particular I was mistaken; for I was in- 
vited to dine, in the evening of that day in which tho 
Convention adjourned, together with the rest.of my 
Rt. Rey. Brethren, with the Rt. Rev. Bp. Moore, and 
told that Mr. Rogers’s business would be then and 
there finished. In the course of the morning I was 
informed by some clergyman (I have forgotten whom) 
that it was the wish of somo of the Bishops to have 
the cause reforred back to some of the State Conven- 
tions. This gave me somo uncasiness, for my illness 
having increased, I had determined to return by the 
first opportunity, and before the meeting at Dr. Moore's. 
Thus circumstanced, I sent for my Rt. Rev. Brother, 
Dr. Parker, to my friend Dr. Beach’s, where I lodged, 
took him into a private room, and informed him of my 
situation, and of my intention to leave town immedi- 
ately, and also of what I had heard concerning the 
wish of some of the Bishops respecting Rogers’s cause. 
I told him that I waa pointedly against the adoptiow of 
such a measure, for the following reasons: Because, 
as I understood the matter, Mr. Rogers did not hold 
himself amenable to the: Church either of Connecti- 
cut or New York, and had on that ground appealed 
from the prosecution commenced against him by the 
Church of Connecticut, to our House, so that the cause 
appeared to me to come very properly before us; and 
that it did appear to me, also, after what had passed 
in our House in it, that we could not possibly refer it 
to any earthly tribunal whatever, without derogating 
from that authority given by the great Head of His 
Church to His Apostles, collectively, and through them 
to their successors in office to the end of the world, 
when he delivered to St. Peter the keys of the Church, 
which authority I conceived was by his appointment 
paramount to that of any single Bishop or Church in 
our Union; and therefore, in cases of this sort especial- 
ly, not transferable by them to any earthly tribunal. I 
added, that if it should appear that a majority of the 
House of Bishops was determined to refer this cause 
to some State Convention, I hoped they would not re- 
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fer it to the Church of Connecticut, as I was per- 
suaded that such a measure would ‘have a direct ten- 
dency to mako tho confusion already occasioned by it, 
in that flourishing Church, still more confused, and 
endanger a schism. 

“Tn these sentiments Bishop puaer appeared at tho 
time to coincide with me, and I concluded the conver- 
sation by requesting him to set my name to the act, if 
the Bishops should determine to do the only thing in 
my opinion remaining to be done, viz. to award the 
sentence against. Mr. Rogers, required by our canon 
law; but if a reference to any Convention, or any 
other half-way measure was adopted, not to put my 
name to the deed, as I was ex animo against them all. 
The good Bishop promised to conform. to the premises, 
and I have not had any information since on the sub- 
ject, excepting what has been afforded me by the jour- 
nals of the last General Convention, and the letter of 
your Convocation. 1 did think it possible that, in con- 
sequence of the resolution of your Convocation lately 
sent me, some of my Right Rev. friends might have 
stated to me, by letter, their motives for referring this 
cause, as also their intentions with respect to the pow- 
ers to be vested in your Convention by the Act of Re- 
ference ; and this circumstance delayed my answer to 
the Convocation. 

“« All expectations of information on the subject suffi- 
cient to enable me, conjointly with the other Bishops 
concerned, to give any further statement of that un- 
happy business, being now at an end, I have thought 
it my duty, by way of apology to your Convocation, 
to make this candid communication of the subject to 
you, and through you to them. 

“The conversation with Bp. Parker, above cited, 
contains the substance of my sentiments on the subject 
at the time, and with great deference to the opinion of 
the three learned prelates who finally determined the 
matter in the House of Bishops, I have seen nothing 
as yet to induce me to alter them. There is a wide 
difference, to be sure, betwéen us ; but this difference 
may be accounted for by supposing, whut their deter- 
mination, as they call it, would lead us to suppose, 
that a canon of the General Convention was neces- 
sary to clothe them with authority in this case, which 
I did and do suppose Christ himself gave them, inde- 
pendently of any lay or clerical authority whatever. 

“ Ag for advice, my dear sir, insulated as I am from 
all intercourse with my Rt. Rev. Brethren, placed in a 
corner of the country where I can seldom, except at 
Church meetings and visitations, see my own presbyters, 
and at the same time in an ill state of health, I should 
consider it a high degree of presumption to offer it in- 
dividually to the good Bishop of your Church, aided 
as he is by his truly pious and learned presbyters. 
However, my solicitude for the preservation of the 
ancient principles of the Church, impels me to hint a 
wish that your Bishop aud learned presbyters would 
make a solemn pause, and well weigh the conse- 


quences to the Church of Christ, before they suffer 
themselves to be induced to pronounce their own de- 
gradation a nullity; for I think it may well be ques- 
tioned whether they, or any other powor upon earth, 
in cases of this sort, are competent to such an act. 
Mr. Rogers, indeed, upon his true repentance, might 
be loosed from those sins which occasioned his degra- 
dation ; but nothing but re-ordination can, in my judg- 
ment, restore him to his former standing in the Chris- 
tian ministry. In this sentiment I think I am sup- 
ported not only by the nature of the commission given 
to the Church by Christ, to bind and loose, but also 
by the practice of the primitive Church. Sure I am, 
that such a step, was it to be taken by your Conven- 
tion at this time, and in this country, when and where 
the minds of men on the subject of Church discipline 
are so very unsettled, and tremblingly alive to what 
they call Liberty, would militate strongly against all 
ecclesiastical authority whatever, so necessary to the 
well being of the Church of Christ upon earth. 

‘“‘If this unhappy business can not be amicably set- 
tled before, in some other way, rather than thus en- 
danger so important a pillar in our venerable spiritual 
edifice, founded upon the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief Corner-stone, I should 
think that your Convention had much better abide by 
the consequences, until the meeting of our next Gene- 
ral Convention, when they may avail themselves of 
far better advice than that of, 

Dear and Reverend Sir, 
Your sincere friend, and affectionate Bro. in Christ, 
‘110s. Ino. CLaccerr, Bp. of the 
Prot. Epis. Church of Maryland.” 

Little need now be added to a Memoir which has 
already exceeded the intended limits; though much 
might be said expressive of the Bishop’s views on ques- 
tions which interest the Church. He thought much, 
though he published his thoughts sparingly. His ad- 
dresa to the Convention of 1807 is in print; and also 
that of 1812, the last occasion of his meeting the clergy 
and lay deputies of his Diocese. It is so expressive of 
those great principles by which his whole life was gov- 
erned, that a reference to it may well be substituted for 
any remarkson his character. The asthma, under which 
he labored, broke down a constitution which originally 
promised great length of years. The physician who 
attended him in his last moments, the venerable Dr. 
Monson, declared that one of tho lobes of his lungs 
was entirely consumed. In other respects he enjoyed 
a remarkable exemption from the ordinary decays of 
nature. He usually read without glasses till the day 
of his death. His hand-writing was as firm as it had 
ever been; and a comparison of his manuscripts, at 
different periods of his life, would exhibit the same 
constancy, stability, aud firmness, which marked his 
character. When told that his end was approaching, 
he raised his eyes and united his hands in adoration, 
and said only, ‘God’s will be done.” Preparations 
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were immediately made to administer tlhe Communion, 
during which he leaned his head back in his chair, 
closed his eyes, and remained in silent and devout 
meditation. The Sacrament was administered by the 
Rev. Mr. Whitlock. At the Confession, though his 
attendants attempted to prevent it, he gently waved 
his hand, as a sign to them to desist, and sank from his 
chair upon his knees. He then joined audibly, and 
with his wonted humility and reverence, in its lowly 
language. When the Absolution was pronounced he 
bowed his head ; and when bidden to lift up his heart, 
replied, fervently, with his wife and son, and others 
who communed with him, ‘‘ We lift them up unto 
the Lord.” Thus he continued to unite his voice 
even in tho triumphant strains of the Gloria in Excel- 
sis; but when the Communion was ended, his energy 
was exhausted, and being helped again into his chair, 
he leaned-his head back, panting, and with closed eyes. 
Life was now ebbing fast; but as his neighbor and 
dear friend, Nathan Smith, Esq., came in, he opened 


his cyes, and extended his left hand, which was nearest 
to Mr. Smith, with a smilo of ineffable tenderness and 
poace, but could not speak. His wife was knecling at 
his right hand, and his son at his left. A couch stood 
near, on which several members of his first wife’s fam- 
ily had expired, and on which her mortal remains were 
laid out. Suddenly ho attempted to rise, and pointed 
to that couch. Being assisted to walk to it, his wife 
sat on his right side holding his hand, while he loaned 
on his son, to whom ho gave his left hand. Nothing 
was heard in that room of death but his respiration, 
which grew shorter and shorter. At length it stopped, 
but so gradually and imperceptibly, that for a few mo- 
ments none were conscious of it. His wife was the 
first to rise, with a motion of her hand to repress our 
lamentations, fearing to disturb his last moments. It 
was the third of May, 1813. His body was laid out 
on the same couch. ‘“ Blessed are the dead wihreadie 
in the Lord—Even so saith the Spirit, for they reswrrom 
their labors.” 
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ADDRESS 


The personal reminiscences of my grandfather 
Abraham, the second Bishop of Connecticut, are so 
few, that I have to confess to a sensitive shrinking 
from undertaking the task with which I have been 
honoured, of making one of the addresses on the occa- 
sion of the Centenary Celebration of his Consecration. 
To the Rev. Mr. Hooper was assigned the address 
upon his life, and to Dr. Hart and Dr. Seymour was 
assigned the history of the Church in the Diocese 
during the hundred years which have followed the 
Consecration which we now commemorate. There 
seemed to be little left for me to take up, except to 
present to you my grandfather as a Churchman and 
Theologian. I began such a task; but I soon found 
that it would require more time than was left to 
me to give to the subje& that thoroughness which 
justice required. I therefore resolved to avail myself 
of the Rev. Mr. Hooper’s suggestion, and to gather 
together the personal reminiscences of the Bishop as 
related to me by my father and others. At the 
outset I have to acknowledge with the deepest regret, 
approaching to remorse, that from various causes, I 
did not avail myself of the opportunities which I had 

8 
to glean information, which, now locked in the silence 
of the grave, no one can obtain. 

Bishop Jarvis’s ancestors came early from England 
to the Colony of Massachusetts, from whence they 
spread into Vermont, Maine and Long Island. From 
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Huntington, Long Island, his father, Samuel Jarvis,” 


and Naomi Brush, his wife, moved to Norwalk in this 
State. He was a Puritan in religion; but about the 
time of the birth of his son Abraham he conformed 
to the Church. He probably came in contact there 
with the Missionary Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land, who with great boldness and courage came 
among the Puritans, challenged the validity of their 
Ministerial Orders, and consequently of the lawful- 
ness of their ministrations. He was a man of courage, 
who would follow the convictions of his mind; and 
on listening to the arguments and appeals of these 
English missionaries he returned to the Mother 
Church. He had eleven children, of whom Abraham 
was the ninth. I heard my father say that his grand- 
father was not able to afford a liberal education to so 
large a family, and that after the close of the day’s 
labours Abraham used to read and study by the light 
of a pitch pine knot. Others of his children must 
have been actuated by a similar ambition ; for I have 
in my possession some letters to my father written by 
one of the Bishop’s brothers in a remarkably beautiful 
hand, and in the style of a gentleman of education. 
Abraham was sent to Yale College and graduated 


in 1761. There he took his stand as a Churchman. 
One day he met a fellow student of his acquaintance, 
returning from the library with one of the books 


9 
given by Dean Berkeley (I think a volume of Scott’s 
Christian Life) in his hand. “Take care,” said the 
future Bishop, ‘that book will most certainly make 
a Churchman of you.” ‘“ Will it?” said the student, 
who turned about and replaced the book. 

The influence of the Rev. Dr. Leaming of Norwalk, 
probably induced him to study for the Priesthood, 
and to goto England for valid Orders in 1764. Before 
going he acted as a Lay-reader to the Church of Eng- 
land congregation in Middletown. The Rev. Mr. 
Hooper will probably give you an account of the 
journal kept by one of the young men who went to 
England together, which was obtained by him after 
most diligent search. I have been told that when the 
young men came before the English Bishop to be 
ordained, he asked them their Christian names. 
“Mr. Hubbard, what is your name?” “Bela, my 
Lord.” “Bela?” said his lordship, ‘‘ Bela? what 
sort of name is that? I never heard of it before.” 
“But, my Lord,” said young Hubbard, “it is in the 
Bible.” 

I have in my possession a memorandum written 
by my grandfather of his attendance at King George 
III.’s Court, wherein he gives the following account 
of the entrance of the King and suite: 

“Sunday, April 15th, went to Chapel Royal (&) 
heard ye Abp of York, a very sensible Discourse from 
130 Psalm 4 verse; from thence went into Court; a 
large Assembly of y*® Nobility and Gentry; many of 
y° Clergy; a number of Bishops. The Order in 
which y® Royal Family came in was, first two or three 
of y* Nobility; then y°® two princes Henry and 
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William followed by some others of y® Nobility who 
preceded the King, who came next with attendants 
following. After them at some little distance came 
y* Queen led by y* hand of y* Earl of Harcourt, hav- 
ing her train held up by a young lad, with one of y* 
Noblemen’s Ladys attending her in waiting, with six 
or seven Maids of Honour: following after. Between 
3 & 6 o'clock went to Christ Church Newgate, 
the meeting being to collect charity for the mainte- 
nance of a number of poor children. Heard an 
Anthem sung very finely, which afforded a most 
pleasurable entertainment.” (Signed) “ Abraham 
Jarvis.” 

My grandfather set sail for home April 19; his 
journal extends to June 10, the rest is gone. When 
he reached port I know not. 

As I think that my grandfather must have pursued 
his theological studies under the direction of the Rev. 
Dr. Leaming, it must have been at his house that he 
met and became engaged to Miss Ann Farmar,* a 
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niece of Mrs. Leaming and daughter of Mr. Samuel 
Farmar, a merchant of New York. They were mar- 
ried in New York on Trinity Sunday, May 25, 1766, 
and the service was performed by the Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Auchmuty, Re¢tor of Trinity Church. Mrs. Jarvis 
was one of the most gentle and loving of women. 
My father ever spoke of his deep love and devotion to 
her. Her death, which took place in Cheshire on the 
4th of November, 1801, when he was fifteen years 
old, had a deep and lasting effe@ upon him. From 


* The present representative of the Jarvis family has reverted to the 
original spelling, Fermor. 


a tl 
my recollection of my father’s remarks, I think that 
my grandfather was a man of the warmest and sin- 
cerest affections, of great tenderness of feeling, con- 
joined to a high, stri¢t and perhaps stern sense of the 
demands of duty, which led him to give them prefer- 
ence at the risk of being considered arbitrary. He 
never shrank from any duty however difficult or dis- 
agreeable. It was over thirteen years from his mar- 
riage when his wife presented him with a son—who 
was named Samuel Farmar, but who lived only ten 
weeks. Then followed seven more long, childless 
years before the birth of my father, on the 2oth of 
January, 1786. He was doubtless the child of many 
prayers, and must have been promised unto the Lord 
from the womb—for he was baptized on the 22d, two 
days after his birth. He too was named Samuel Far- 
mar. How acutely Mr. Jarvis must have felt the loss 
of his firstborn, and how deeply his affection was 
wrapped up in the second, now his only child, is evi- 
dent from his unwillingness to be separated from him. 


When it became necessary to send this son to Cheshire 


Academy he resigned the Parish of Christ Church, 
Middletown, and bought a house in Cheshire, where 
he continued to reside until my father entered Yale 
College. He then removed to New Haven and dwelt 
there until his death in 1813. 

’ It must have been through Bishop Jarvis’s insist- 
ance that my father enjoyed what must have been 
considered by the college authorities as a very great 
concession. He told me that he was the first Church- 
man who was allowed to attend church without being 
obliged to ask special permission each time. Still, 

Le 

so loath were the authorities to grant this, that when 
on Monday mornings the absentees from Sunday’s 
Meeting were called upon to account for their delin- 
quency, the Bishop’s son was never spared—“ Jarvis, 
absent from meeting.” ‘‘I was at Church, sir,” was 
the invariable answer. In those days there was a 
high and strong fence between the Church and Seces- 
sion, and men were told in love _and charity, but 
plainly, that it was a sin to divide the Body of Christ. 
When they came back to the Apostolic Church they 
did so, after study, on conviction; and the young 
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grew up intelligent, educated, decided and consistent 
Churchmen. It is a false liberality, so called, which 
levels down the fence, substitutes confusion of thought 
for the one definite Catholic Faith once delivered, and 
Denominational Union for Apostolic and Catholic 
Unity. 

It was probably owing to the difficulty with which 
Bishop Jarvis had acquired his own education, and 
the great value which he placed upon its attainment, 
that for many years he took young men into his 
family at his own cost, and assisted them forward in 
their efforts. One of them became an intimate, lov- 
ing and life-long friend of my father. He also must 
have been the more eager to give his son the best 
education to be had in his day. He had my father 
taught music and painting, Greek and Latin, French 
and Italian, besides the ordinary studies of the school 
and college courses. Ina letter written to him Feb- 
ruary 9th, 1813, he says: “I will conclude this 
letter, my beloved son, by assuring you that on the 
2oth of January you had our special remembrance. 
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Twenty-seven times has the sun completed his annual 
orbit since the relation of father and son took place 
between you and me. I can now look back to the 
time ; my memory presenting the scene to my view 
as in a mirror, when your smiles and infantile actions 
gave me undescribable pleasure. The same memory 
recalls to my mind the solicitude which accompanied 
you through every stage of your youthful progress 
in mental improvement to matured years. In all 
which, whatever was right in the execution of the im- 
portant trust committed to me, ‘Remember me, O 
my God, for good. Be thine the glory.’ Your kind 
mother unites in love, and all that love can dictate, 
with your affectionate father, Abraham Jarvis.” 

It will give a further insight into the Bishop’s 
character, if I give a few extracts from his letter to 
his son, written at different times. In answer to some 
complaints sent home from school, the Bishop wrote: 
“Your mamma continues to be much unwell with 
her cold. I hope you do not wish to make her un- 
easy. You should think of that and not write any- 
thing to her that you may imagine will give her 
trouble or cause the least unhappiness about you. If 
you meet with anything disagreeable that is worth 
speaking of, do it to me, but let your complaints be 
such as are manly, and learn to take no notice of little 
things if they are not as you would be glad to have 
them, and think slightly of trifles.” 

Years later on when in Orders, and married, and 
expressing anxiety about his living, his father wrote: 
“The great secret of contentment, my dear son, is 
to indulge as few wants as possible, and then you are 

14 
sure to come the nearest to have everything you want. 
Thus ordering yourself and house within the com- 
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pass of your means, habit will do much to tranquilize 
the mind, to fit it for a due dependence on Divine 
providence, and be a eu against any painful hum- 
bling dependence on man.” (January, 1812.) 

What I have related carries us beyond the close of 
the War of Independence, and indeed beyond the 
deaths of General Washington. and of the great 
Hamilton. I must go back to the opening of the 
great struggle of the Revolution. The citizens of 
these Colonies were all subjects of the British Crown. 
The strife was a civil war. And as this civil war was 
not only a resistance to the unlawful encroachments 
of King and Parliament upon the liberties of British 
subjects, but was admittedly urged on by New Eng- 
land religionists for the purpose of preventing the 
introduction of Bishops in this country, it is not to be 
wondered at that Churchmen should have been, many 
of them, Loyalists, and thus, have made themselves 
objects of persecution. John, one of my grandfather’s 
elder brothers, who had married early, had grown-up 
sons, able to take part in the struggle. Samuel, one 
of them, was arrested by the vigilance committee of 
Amenia, New York, and imprisoned. He escaped 
from jail, made his way to the British in New York, 
and received a commission in the loyal forces. 
Another served as an officer under Tarleton. Samuel 
went to England at the close of the struggle with the 
English troops of Lord Howe, the other to Canada. 
John, the father, living in Poundridge, was one dark 
night summoned to his front door, and on opening it, 
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was shot and instantly killed. A second older brother 
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of the future Bishop settled in Danbury, and his son 


is said by Hinman to have been one of the two young 
Tories who guided Tryon to Danbury. I have reason 
to think that this statement is a mistake. It is 
nevertheless the fact that his father was in great peril, 
and only escaped the fury of the vigilance committee 
by being hid ina potato bin, the potatoes covering 
him from sight when search was made: It was my 
informant’s grandfather, who, though himself siding 
with the revolution, was his protector. It is hardly 
probable he would have so befriended his neighbour, 
had his son guided the British soldiers to Danbury. 
There was never any tradition of the kind handed 
down in either family. I mention these facts in order 
to explain the probable cause of two attempts which 
were made upon the life of my grandfather. I 
have reason to think that my grandfather was so 
thoroughly American as to enable him to see no 
obligation to desert his spiritual flock. He must 
have felt that his duty, as a Priest of God, was to his 
people, and therefore he did not follow in the general 
mient of the clergy. Hence his brothers’ and their 
sons’ reputation as Tories brought upon him two 
narrow escapes. One was a letter written by a promi- 
nent citizen to accuse him of treason, and to prgcure 


his being seized and shot. How he escaped this 
danger I amnotabletosay. A long time has elapsed 
since my father related the circumstances to me, and 
I cannot recall more. I will add that a good many 
years ago I exchanged letters with a lady who was 
descended from this prominent citizen who devised 
16 

the plot against my grandfather’s life, and was in- 
formed by her that her grandsire was one of Mr. 
Jarvis’s most intimate and warmly attached friends. I 
am happy to believe that all his descendants have 
come into the Church. 

The other attempt upon his life was this: a des- 
perate ruffian was induced to try to kill him. Accord- 
ingly when my grandfather wds riding down to 
Higganum to visit some of his congregation, he was 
overtaken by this man, who rode by his side and 
entered into conversation with my grandfather and 
tried to egg on to the subject of the war. Mr. Jarvis 
was prudent and wary, and turned the conversation 
into safer channels. The would-be murderer was 
asked why he had not killed his intended vidim. He 
answered with an oath, “I tried to pick a quarrel 
with him, but the old fox was too sly for me, and I 
could not shoot him in cold blood.” 

My grandfather was not without friends in the 
Puritan community, and some of them proved their 
friendship by concealing him in their houses in times 
of special danger andexcitement. There was another 
fa& which probably helped to protect him. Mr. 
Jarvis was, as I believe all gentlemen in those times 
were, a member of the order of Masons. He was the 
Grand Chaplain of the Royal Arch Masons, and I 
have a sermon which he preached before them. 

Among the few anecdotes which my father told 
me of my grandfather, was one that shows that Bishop 
Jarvis had a high regard for the proprieties of clerical 
dress. At atime when many Clergymen officiated 
without any vestments (and I have been told the first 
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Bishop of Virginia preached his first sermon as a 
Priest in a blue coat and brass buttons), Mr. Jarvis 
wore vestments—cassock and bands and surplice. 
Some of them descended to me past further use. Had 
he lived in these days he would, I doubt not, have 
been among those who do not consider it sinful to use 
God’s colours of beauty, to symbolize the doctrines and 
different seasons of the Christian year, and who with- 
out aping the Romish Mass, delight in attractive and 
impressive functions, and in making the place of 
God’s feet glorious. 

A young gentleman came to Middletown to be made 
Deacon. The French pantaloon was first coming into 
use, to rival and supplant the knee-breeches and gold 
and silver knee and shoe buckles. They had the 
advantage of being cheaper, of being more easily 
donned and doffed, and of hiding undeveloped calves. 
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This young candidate, to honour the great occasion of 
his ordination, made his appearance arrayed in the 
new fashion. Bishop Jarvis, with his sense of pro- 
priety as much shocked as though he had come in 
Indian style without any covering at all to his legs, 
said, “Young Sir, I cannot ordain you in those 
things ;” and turning to his wife, he said, “ Mrs. Jarvis, 
cannot you find for this young gentleman a pair of 
breeches?” A pair was found for him and he was 
ordained in the costume to which the English Bishops 
still cling and which the bicycle is reintroducing 
among laymen. The young candidate for the Minis- 
try had thought himself as paying the greatest pos- 
sible respect to the occasion. He never recovered 
from the surprise and shock he received. But all are 
18 

now where no one needs the tokens of our first 
parents’ fall from innocence, and are awaiting the hour 
when they will receive the white robes of the resur- 
rection. 

There is one matter which has never, I believe, been 
understood and upon which I have been asked to 
throw light. It is the case of Ammi Rogers. What 
was the cause of the trouble between him and my 
grandfather? The history of the case as related to 
me by my father was this. Mr. Ammi Rogers came 
to Middletown to study for Holy Orders under the 
direction of my grandfather. He took board in the 
family of a farmer who had an only daughter. This 
daughter Mr. Rogers ruined. Bishop Jarvis refused 
to continue him as a candidate for the ministry and 
declared to him that he would never ordain him. 
Thereupon Mr. Rogers went to the house of the Sec- 
retary of the Diocese during his absence, obtained 
permission from his wife to see the -records of the 
Diocese and forged testimonials of good character 
which he presented to the Bishop of New York, who 
thereupon ordained him. Mr. Rogers then returned 
to Connecticut. Being a nian of talent, of eloquence, 
of great plausibility and san¢timoniousness, he was 
able to obtain a large following and to give my grand- 
father a great deal of trouble. His case was brought 
up before the Bishops in Convention—and against the 
protest of Bishop Jarvis, who “insisted that Mr. 
Rogers had been ordained in New York and belonged 
to that Jurisdiction, and that he had never recognized 
him as a Clergyman of his Diocese,” they decided that 
Mr. Rogers ought to be degraded from the ministry 

19 
and that Bishop Jarvis should pronounce sentence 
upon him. There was then no definite Canon Law 
touching such matters of discipline. But my grand- 
father was not a man to shrink from the performance 
of a duty laid upon him, and he accordingly degraded 
him. Mr. Rogers was very bitter in his enmity, and 
had plausibility enough to enlist the sympathy of 
some of the Clergy, who thought that my grandfather 
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was unnecessarily severe and hard upon him. Mr. 
Rogers’ life and character were such that he created a 
great prejudice against the Church in the eastern part 
of the State. I have sometimes thought that the 
difficulty which the Church meets with, in our efforts 
to plant it in the New London Archdeaconry, is due 
in part to the evil produced by Mr. Rogers. The 
“mystery of iniquity’ continues to work. He founded 
a church under the name of St. Thomas in the town 
of Canterbury. It continued a few years and then 
died out. My predecessor, the Rev. Dr. Camp, buried 
the last male member, who had been its parish Clerk, 

and I buried his Sep The family became Dissen- 
ters. Mr. Rogers also founded a Church in Jewett 
City in the town of Griswold. He built a stone 
Church in the most admirable position in the village, 
and gathered a large congregation. The corner-stone 
was laid with Masonic ceremonies and the music of a 
brass band. All was most flourishing, but Mr. Rogers 
was here guilty of an offence similar to that which 
had decided Bishop Jarvis to refuse him Ordination. 

This time the civil authority dealt with him and he 
was cast into prison. The large Church congregation 
disbanded in two years from its foundation. The 
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building became the property of the Congregational- 
ists, who a few years ago built a more ambitious house 
for themselves and sold the church to the Romanists, 
who now hold it. Mr. Rogers took occasion, when my 
grandfather was in New York, to bring suit against 
him for personal damages. While the case was pend- 
ing my grandfather departed from these scenes of 
trouble and suffering. 

When Bishop Seabury died my father was a lad of 
ten years. He well remembered the shock which the 
news of the sudden death gave his father. He burst 
into tears, and as his little son ran up to him and 
sympathetically stood between his knees, he cried out 
in accents of deepest emotion, “ How are the mighty 
fallen! Ichabod, the glory is departed.” Dr. Jarvis 
had been one of the ten Clergymen who in March, 
1783, met in secret at the house of the Rev. Mr. 
Marshall in Woodbury, and elected Dr. Seabury to be 
their Bishop. Secrecy was observed, not, I think, as 
Dr. Beardsley intimates, because “ perhaps the fear of 
not having the hearty concurrence of their lay- 
brethren led to it.” In the history of the Church, the 
Laity had never then been known to take part in the 
election of Bishops. I have a letter of the then Rev. 
Mr. Philander Chase, afterwards the famous Bishop 
of Illinois, written to my father from Hartford on the 
28th of March, 1814, about ten months after the 
death of Bishop Jarvis, in which he says, “our Con- 
vention seem determined to proceed to the election of 
a Bishop to succeed your excellent father at the next 
June Convention. It would be more gratifying to 
my humble opinion of canonical propriety, if persons 
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only in Deacons’ Orders and uninstituted Presbyters 
were not permitted to give their vote in so important 
an affair. The precedent will, I think, be a danger- 
ous one.” Far less, of course, would he have thought 
that the Laity had any further voice in the matter 
than that of approving of the choice made by Presby- 
ters. The true reason is that first given by Dr. 
Beardsley in a too indefinite way. The letters of Dr. 
Jarvis show that the Clergy were apprehensive of 
interference from the civil authorities; and therefore 
they met in secret executive session. 

Although my grandfather had, as the mouthpiece 
of the Clergy who met at Woodbury, addressed the 
letter of remonstrance to Bishop White about his 
pamphlet which proposed the temporary abandonment 
of the Apostolic Succession and the creation of a 
spurious Episcopacy; and although this correspond- 
ence probably did call forth some feeling between 
them, it never prevented friendly intercourse. And it 
is only by reading between lines that one can discover 
in the letters of Bishop White, to him and to my 
father, the evidence of a mental reservation in his 
expressions of friendship, suggestive of his inability 
to forget the criticism of his Churchmanship. 

My father told me that Bishop Jarvis was a remark- 
ably fine reader, and that his reading of the Church 
Burial Office was most solemn and impressive. While 
he was probably slow and deliberate, Bishop White 
was criticized as being too rapid in his reading. 
Bishop White tells in his “‘ Memoirs” that once when 
Bishop Jarvis was his guest he asked him to read 
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family prayers, and then remarked that if they could - 


z2 
be mixed together they would be pronounced two very 
clever fellows. 

My father told me that when Bishop White and 
Bishop Jarvis met in Convention, Bishop White pro- 
posed that Bishop Jarvis should preside in virtue of 
his being the Bishop of the Primal See. To this 
Bishop Jarvis replied saying, “God forbid that I 
should preside over my Consecrator.” The principle 
of presidency by seniority was happily adopted, and 
the door was closed against the machinations of 
ambition, and the strife for preéminence. Owing to 
the infirmities of old age, the principle has no doubt 
a disadvantage; but its advantages to the peace and 
quiet of the Church, and the preservation of equality 
among our Bishops, have far more than counter- 
balanced it. It has also closed the door to the wran- 
gling of religious parties. Should the Church in the 
future unhappily seek to change this wise and good 
policy, it would be well to consider whether it would 
not be wise and safe to adopt the suggestion of Bishop 
White and make the senior Diocese of the American 
Church the center of its unity rather than to subject 
it to the dangers of an elective primacy. 


Bishop Jarvis lost his wife in 1801. My grand- 
mother was a lady of rare gentleness and sweetness 
of disposition. The Bishop lived in loneliness for five 
years, but in 1806 he went to visit a widow in her 
affliction. She was a woman of great beauty and 
loveliness of character, and in his efforts to console 
her, he found consolation for himself as well. They 
were married by Bishop Moore in Trinity Church, 
New York, surrendering independence on the Fourth 
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of July. His happiness was needed to sustain and 
comfort him in the severe attacks of asthma which 
came upon him with increasing frequency and power. 
The end of a long life came in 1813. The Rev. 
Henry Whitlock, on the 30th of April, wrote to my 
father at Bloomingdale in part as follows: “ Yesterday 
your Rt. Rev. and dear Father was seized with a 
tremor, faintness, and other symptoms which give us 
alarm. The danger to be apprehended from a sudden 
seizure at his time of life you will yourself well 
understand. He may be much better, but the appre- 
hensions of his physician, Dr. Munson, are unfavor- 
able.” Dr. Munson in his letter, after attending to 
the physical symptoms, added as follows: “ On Satur- 
day morning he (the Bishop) voluntarily observed to 
me, that he had lived to a comparative great age; but 
reviewing life it was short and for himself as nothing; 
and looking forward it was only on the great atone- 
ment and sacrifice made for him by our Blessed Lord 
that all his hopes were founded.” This was delivered 
in a broken, sententious manner, and from sundry 
broken sentences it appeared that he was filled with 
great abasement and humbleness of spirit. Thus died 
the second Bishop of Connecticut, as befitted a Priest 
and an Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Rev. Mr. Wheaton, afterwards the President 
and benefactor of Trinity College, wrote thus to my 
father on the 19th of May, 1813. ‘“‘ Your letter, my 
dear Jarvis, containing the unwelcome intelligence of 
your father’s decease, filled my heart with sorrow. 
Had I no interest in the venerable Bishop than as 
the beloved father of my friend, I could have sym- 
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pathized with you most sincerely in the irreparable 
loss which you have sustained. But, in the death of 
Bishop Jarvis, I have other cause for grief than that 
of friendship for his son. I, too, have experienced a 
loss. The Bishop was my spiritual teacher, and my 
spiritual father. By The Putting On of his Hands I 
received the Gift of God which is in me, and under 
his episcopal jurisdiction for years dispensed the Word 
of Life. He also honoured me with his personal friend- 
ship, and his conduct towards me was ever that of 
kindness and esteem. His departure, therefore, as it 
relates only to myself, I cannot but deeply regret, 
and his memory will ever be dear to me. 

As a Bishop of the Church of Christ, the death of 
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your father will be sorely felt. He was a disciple -of 
the old school, a learned, pious, and decided Church- 
man. His zeal for God was according to knowledge. 
He loved the Church, delighted in its welfare and 
was desirous to transmit it to posterity free from 
innovations. But it has pleased God to remove him 
from this Militant Church, we trust, to the Church 
Triumphant, where among those who have died in 
the Lord he now rests from his labors, and his works 
do follow him.” 


25 
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE SECOND 
BISHOP OF CONNECTICUT 


BY 


The Rev. JOSEPH HOOPER, M.A. 


Rector of the Church of the Epiphany, Durham, and Lecturer upon American 
Church History, Berkeley Divinity School, Middletown 
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ADDRESS 


There was on May sth, 1796, a notable gathering 
of the Clergy and Laymen of the then young Diocese 
of Connecticut in the first Trinity Church. They 
had come over roads then beginning to be fragrant 
with the blossoms of spring to this elm-shaded city, 
that they might mourn the departure of their head, 
the apostolic Seabury ; that with wisdom and delibera- 
tion they might, under the guidance of the Holy 
Ghost, choose some godly and well-learned man to be 
their Bishop. 

From the pulpit high against the wall the preacher, 
a dear friend of Bishop Seabury, with deep emotion, 
with well-chosen words expounded the passage in the 
seventh verse of the thirteenth chapter of the epistle 
to the Hebrews, “Remember them which have the 
rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of 
God, whose faith follow, considering the end of their 
conversation,” and applied them to their first Bishop. 

More than one hundred years have rolled by, years 
of effort and accomplishment, both in the State and 
the Diocese, and once more there gather in New 
Haven Clergy and Laymen of Connecticut. They 
have come with a desire to know something of the 
past and to forecast the future. There meet here 

28 
to-day the new and old. We look back to the time 
of slow and almost imperceptible growth and forward 
to the enlarged work and more onerous burdens which 
the Lord would lay upon us and upon him who is to 
be, in this Mother Diocese, the Coadjutor of that man 
whom we love for his learning, his modesty, his kind- 
ness, his gentleness, and in whom we recognize a 


type of the true Conneticut Churchman, John 
Williams, our Diocesan and the presiding Bishop of 
the American Church. Many years may he live to 
guide us by his counsel and cheer us by his example. 
We are here to remember the way God has led us all 
these years; we are here that we may not idly and 
listlessly turn back the pages of our history 


“« Where, closely mingling, pale and glow 
The characters of joy and woe,”’ 


where we may find some events written large and fair, 
others faint and obscure; but that we may, by opening 
the book of the past, learn what were the motives, 
what the principles, what the actions of those who 
shaped the course of the American Church, when she 
was small, weak, despised,—when such taunts as “I 
did not know there was an Episcopal Church,” were 
common in some parts of our country. 

_ Among the pioneers and founders, without forget- 
ting many other honored names, Connecticut would 
place that of Abraham Jarvis, Doctor in Divinity, the 
second Bishop of this Diocese. 

The honor justly due to the first Bishop of Con- 
necticut, the heroic Seabury, has partially obscured 
the fame of his friend and successor. 

rat?) 

Concerning Bishop Seabury much has been written ; 
very little has been said of Bishop Jarvis. Bishop 
Seabury was an author of acknowledged ability and 
attractiveness; two sermons and one Episcopal charge 
are the only publications of Bishop Jarvis.* Bishop 
Seabury was a pioneer; to Dr. Jarvis fell the task of 
sustaining and strengthening the work his prede- 
cessor had begun. 

It seems to be fitting that the American Church 
should, in this one hundredth year after his election 
and Consecration to the Episcopate of Connecticut, 
know what manner of man he was, and why for nearly 
fifty years he was a power among his brethren. They 
always recognized his sound judgment and the great 
executive ability which fitted him for the many deli- 
cate duties they laid upon him. He was, by both 
inheritance and conviction, a Churchman, and knew 
the full strength of the Church’s position. 

Abraham, the sixth son and ninth child of Captain 
Samuel and Naomi (Brush) Jarvis, was born in the 
pleasant shore town of Norwalk, Connecticut, on May 
5, 1739. His father belonged to a well known and 
highly esteemed family of Huguenot descent, which 
had been for many years settled at Huntington, Long 
Island. In 1737 he had conformed to the Church of 
England, and never faltered in his allegiance to her 
scriptural and Catholic principles. His muscular and 
sturdy churchmanship is shown in this incident pre- 
served by his grandson, that elegant scholar, Dr. 
Samuel Farmar Jarvis.t+ 


* See Note I, page 65. 
t See footnote, page 36. 
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When the earnest and persuasive Whitfield was 
arousing and electrifying New England by his elo- 
quence, he visited, among other towns, Norwalk. 
Captain Jarvis had forbidden his sons to attend any of 
the meetings. One night, disregarding their father’s 
command, two of his elder sons went. When Captain 
Jarvis knew where they had gone, horsewhip in hand 
he sought them, and found them in the very center of 
the throng, kneeling among the rapt and entranced 
worshippers nearest the great preacher. Making his 
way through the large audience and vigorously apply- 
ing the whip to their shoulders, he ignominiously 
drove them home, the laughing stock of all who saw 
them. 

With such a father it can well be imagined that the 
young Abraham would be early brought to the min- 
ister to receive Holy Baptism, and called upon “to 
hear sermons” in the small structure that then served 
for St. Paul’s Parish, Norwalk. Undoubtedly he 
listened with childish interest to the Rev. Henry 
Caner, who, from his home at Fairfield, journeyed 
periodically to Norwalk to minister to the little band 
of Church people. 

His secular education was the best that could then 
be obtained. After a course in the schools of Norwalk, 
he was sent to the home of a brother, a prosperous 
farmer at Stratford, and placed under the care of the 
Rev. Noah Wells, the Congregational minister of the 
town, whose ability as a teacher and tenacity. as a 
controversialist are still remembered. His delight in 
study was intense. Mr. Jarvis, during his school boy 
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days, always rose before daylight, and lighting a pitch- _ 


31 
pine torch, for candles were then expensive, he would 
eagerly learn his assigned lesson in the dry text-books 
of the period, Lilly’s Grammar and the Colloguzes of 
Corderius and Erasmus. 

By the fall of 1757 he was well prepared to enter 
Yale College. He was a diligent student, and, like 
the few Churchmen who were his classmates and 
associates in other classes, was compelled to suffer for 
his faith. One anecdote of his college life still sur- 
vives. ; 

As Mr. Jarvis went one day to the Dean Berkeley 
Library,* he met coming from it a classmate with a 
large folio under his arm. Addressing him by the 
title which his superior age had given him among his 
associates, Mr. Jarvis said: “ What have you there, 
father?” “I thought I would like to read a little 
about Ecclesiastical Polity, and I have found a book 
upon it written by Mr. Richard Hooker.” “ Have a 
care, father, as sure as you live he will make a Church- 
man of you.” “Oh, dear, will he?” and the young 
man returned the dangerous volume to its shelf. 

Mr. Jarvis graduated in 1761, and immediately 
commenced to prepare for the Holy Ministry. Soon 


after his graduation, Mr. Jarvis was invited to become 
lay reader in the mission at Middletown, an important 
center for a large and growing work, which was then 
vacant by the unexpected resignation of the Rev. 
Ichabod Camp, its first resident missionary, and his 
removal to North Carolina. 

The Churchmen of Middletown had received the 
scholarly ministrations of the Rev. James Wetmore, 
* See Note II, page 65. 
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the friend of Johnson and Cutler, who from his parish 
at Rye, New York, came at least annually to his 
native town during the years from 1725 to 1745 to 
hold for relatives and friends the services of the Church 
of England. It became one of the stations in the 
wide missionary circuit of the Rev. Ebenezer Punder- 
son, of North Groton, from 1745 until Mr. Camp took 
charge in 1752, under whom, in 1755, the first Christ 

Church was built near the South Green. 

Mr. Jarvis did with faithful energy his work at 
Middletown, and soon strongly attached the people to 
him. He studied theology assiduously, and when 
obliged to leave the town to be inoculated for the 
smallpox, that dread of our forefathers, resided for 
some time in the family of that acute theologian and 
defender of the Church’s polity, Dr. Thomas Bradbury 
Chandler, of Elizabethtown, New Jersey. 

Living in a household loving and united, with a 
wise and prudent head, Mr. Jarvis would learn many 
useful lessons in addition to the more formal instruc- 
tion in theology which no one in the colonies, with 
the exception of President Johnson, of King’s College, 
(now Columbia University,) was more competent to 
give the young student than Dr. Chandler. 

Mr. Jarvis seems to have been fully prepared for 
Ordination in the Spring of 1763, and had evidently 
“received leave” from the Society to go to England. 
On March 21, 1763, at a meeting of the parishioners 
of Christ Church, Middletown, it was voted: “That a 
rate of three pence on the pound on the list of 1762, 
shall be forthwith collected and paid to the Wardens, 
to be applied to defray the charges of Mr. Abraham 
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Jarvis, in his going to England to take Orders.” 
Doubtful whether this assessment would yield the 
full sum of “forty pounds sterling, to be advanced 
to Mr. Jarvis,” the Wardens were authorized to bor- 
row, “from some person that will lend it,” whatever 
amount might be necessary to make up the deficiency. 

In the fall of 1763 Mr. Jarvis sailed for England, 
accompanied by his life-long friend, Bela Hubbard, 
afterward for many years the honored Rector of Trinity 
Church, New Haven, and William Walter, afterward 
successively Rector of Trinity Church, and Christ 
Church, Boston. The young men arrived safely in 
December. ‘Their first duty when they reached Lon- 
don was to pay visits of ceremony to the aged Bishop 
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of London, Dr. Osbaldiston, then spending the closing 
months of his life in stri@ retirement, and to Dr. Burton, 
the Secretary of the venerable Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel. Arrangements were soon made for 
their canonical examinations by the Chaplains of the 
Bishop of London. When these examinations had been 
successfully sustained and while the candidates were 
awaiting Ordination and before they sailed, they 
visited some of the famous places of the Mother 
Country.* At length the Bishop issued his commission 
to Dr. Frederick Keppel, Bishop of Exeter, who, in the 
“Royal Chapel of Saint James, Westminster,” on 
Sunday, February 5, 1764, admitted to the Holy Order 
of Deacons, William Walter, Bela Hubbard, and 
Abraham Jarvis. They were ordained to the Priest- 
hood in “the Parish Church of Saint James, West- 
minster,” on Sunday, February 19, by the Rt. Rev. 
* See Appendix I, page 74. 
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Charles Lyttleton, Bishop of Carlisle. They were 
licensed by the Bishop of London to officiate in the 
Plantations, on February 28, 1764.* 

The friends sailed in April and arrived at Boston in 
June. Mr. Jarvis journeyed to his parish by way of 
Hartford, which, says his son, he reached on “ Election 
Day.” On that day, when the new Governor was in- 
augurated, it was long a Conne¢ticut custom for the 
Governor and his staff to attend in state a service in 
which a sermon was preached by some eminent divine. 
This was followed by an elaborate dinner for the 
officials, the Clergy and invited guests. The cere- 
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mony always drew together the most prominent people _ 


in the Colony, both Clerical and Lay. The preacher, 
noticing Mr. Jarvis in the congregation, paused in his 
discourse, and pointing at him the finger of scorn, said 
in a tone of angry contempt: ‘‘ What do they not de- 
serve who cross the Atlantic to bring in Episcopal tyran- 
ny and superstition among us?” Mr. Jarvis, finding 
himself the observed of all observers, quietly rose from 
his seat, and with calm dignity looked around upon 
the assemblage, in which was gathered the power, 
wealth and beauty of his native colony. Stung to 
the quick by this insult to the Church and Crown, 
the burly captain of a man-of-war, then lying at the 
mouth of the Connecticut, sprang up and shouted im- 
petuously: “ The infernal rascal, let us pull him out 
of the pulpit.” One may look in vain for this inter- 
polation in the printed sermon, or in any periodical of 
the day. It created a profound sensation, and among 


*For copies of Mr. Jarvis’s letters of orders, see Note III, page 66. 
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Churchmen was a topic of animated discussion. Mr. 
Jarvis proceeded without further incident to his parish, 
where he was warmly welcomed.* 
A committee was appointed by a parish meeting 
held August 1, 1764, to wait upon Mr. Jarvis and “to 


acquaint him that, exclusive of the sum of twenty 
pounds sterling, what the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel in foreign parts allowed to this mission, 
the Church has agreed to raise seventy pounds ster- 
ling, for his support as minister of Christ Church in 
Middletown, he officiating as minister; to which he 
returned an answer that he accepted said offer.” 

For some reason, which no available records, either 
of the venerable Society or of the parish of Middletown 
explain, the sum previously given by the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel to Christ Church, 
Middletown, was withdrawn. Mr. Jarvis was never 
enrolled among the missionaries of that “truly 
Christian organization,” which did so much for the 
upbuilding of the Colonial Church. His whole clerical 
income was from the salary pledged by the parish, 
which was seldom paid in full. The Society sent 
him, at the solicitation of the clergy of Connecticut, 
“ gratuities” of ten pounds each at various times 
during the ten years from 1765 to 177 5+ This did 
not discourage him in his good work, which was ex- 
tended into the country surrounding Middletown for 
a distance of ten or twelve miles. We learn from a 


* This is told by Dr. Jarvis as happening in the year of his father’s 
arrival, but as the dates confli€t, must have been in some other year. 
give the story as found in Dr. Jarvis’s ‘‘ Memoir.”’ 


+ See Note IV, page 67. 
36 


memorandum made by him, that there were at one 
time three hundred and sixty-five souls under his 
pastoral care, of whom one hundred and fifty were 
communicants. The general neglect by the minis- 
ters of the Standing Order to urge upon the members 
of their congregations the necessity of infant Baptism 
led many Congregationalists to bring their children to 
Church of England clergymen for Holy Baptism. It 
is said that on a certain Sunday evening Mr. Jarvis 
baptized eighty-seven children and ten adults. His 
readiness to minister to those destitute of religious 
privileges led him to undertake extensive missionary 
tours in the remoter parts of the county. In the vig- 
orous parish organized by energetic Churchmen at 
Hartford he had a great interest. He frequently 
officiated there, and in every way encouraged them in 
their good work. The suggestion had indeed been 
made to unite Hartford and Middletown into a mission 
under the care of Mr. Jarvis. This, however, did not 
seem feasible to the Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel, which at this time was unwilling to 
organize any new missions in New England. 

On May 25, 1766, in Trinity.Church, New York 
City, Mr. Jarvis was happily married to Ann, daughter 
of Mr. Samuel Farmar,* a well known merchant of 
New York, by the Rev. Dr. Auchmuty. Mrs. Jarvis 
was a woman of superior accomplishments, and made 
for her husband a pleasant home, to which his friends 
were ever welcome. Members of Christ Church 
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united in July, 1768, to purchase a glebe of one acre 

* The present representative of the Jarvis family has reverted to the 

original spelling, Fermor. 
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of land with a dwelling-house and other buildings 
upon it, situated upon the southwest corucr of Church 
and South Main streets, from Andrew Johnson, for 
$200. In this house Mr. Jarvis lived more than thirty 
years. He dispensed a generous hospitality and be- 
came known far and wide as a man of mark among 
his brethren. On September 14, 1779, his first child, 
a son named Samuel Farmar, was born, who died in 
infancy. His second son, also named Samuel Farmar, 
was born on January 20, 1786, and became the dis- 
tinguished scholar and historiographer of the Church, 
whose memory is still precious. 

While his marriage had relieved him from any finan- 
cial anxiety, he still felt that it was due to himself to 
receive an adequate support: he knew that many of 
his brethren were suffering. He had no other reason 
than that for writing to the Secretary of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel this letter, which 
has never before been published in full. It shows 
that he had a due regard for the proper maintenance 
of those who were doing the Lord’s work in a new 
country. He is careful to show that the members of 
the parish did all they could ; but, without condemning 
the Society for withdrawing the stipend, he urges the 
serious need of the amount they had promised. It is 
the letter of a man who is determined to do his full 
duty, and who wishes that those to whom had been 
given the charge of the maintenance of the missions 
in America should know the exact state of the case. 


MIDDLETOWN, Nov. 21, 1767. 

Rev‘. Sir: I beg leave in this, particularly to acknowledge 

the Favour of your Letter of April 26, 1767. Your expressive 
38 

Benevolence and the entire Goodness of the Society towards 
my indigent Station demand my unfeigned Thanks and warm- 
est Gratitude. Ifin the Freedom ofmy last Letter, my Solici- 
tude suggested any Expressions that hinted but a Doubt of 
these, I am really sorry, and can only rely on your Indulgence 
and Discernment to allow them no Sense but that of speaking 
the Desire I felt. I apprehend it is well consistant with the 
Dignity of the Office I have the Honour to sustain in the best 
of Churches, to be anxious that the Character may be sup- 
ported above Contempt: which in these Times will hardly be 
without some such convenient Degree of external circumstances 
as may command Respect: For alas! Such is the Corruption, 
that the Excellency of Holy Things and Offices, is little 
attended to when destitute of a competent Aid from the World. 
Clothe the Office of Christ in Rags, and it will sink in Neglect 
and Dishonour, and be as undesirable as he himself was. 

Experience gives but how melancholly a Proof of this, ex- 
emplified in the Church among us, as more or less respected in 
particular Congregations according as its Maintenance is 
reputable. That Respect gives Advantage to its Growth, 
and removes a great Disadvantage its Adversaries improve 
against it. 

Therefore it is I venture on such Importunity to serve the 
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Church in this Place, which is very sensibly done by every 
Favour that promotes its competent Maintenance. To show 
you how deficient that is at present I most cheerfully follow 
your Requisition in the detail of what the Gentlemen of my 
Parish allow me annually. I never yet have received above 
fifty Pounds Sterling annually from the Parish as their Tax 
for my Support and the Profits otherways are to inconsiderable 
to deserve mention: and even that Sum is diminished in its 
Value by the Manner of Payment, asI usually receive but 
part of it in Money, and that paid in small Sums at different 
Times: the rest in Necessaries for my Family’s use at a Dis- 
advantage, as I could get those supplies cheaper and to greater 
Convenience with the Money. It is true they engaged from the 
first to give about twenty Pounds more and the reason of their 
39 

Failure is rather because it overreached their abilities, than 
any neglect of doing what they could, as many poor people 
can do little, in Reality Nothing more than to provide a few 
slender Comforts for their own Families. 

Could their Burden be alleviated, Ishould be in good Hopes 
they would be enabled to purchase a Glebe House, thro’ the 
want of which I at present undergo many Inconveniences. 
This I believe would have been accomplished had they not 
been disappointed of the Assistance promis’d by Mr. St. 
George Talbot, deceased. Their Aim in Soliciting him was to 
improve what he should please to give for that purpose. 

To the Superior Discretion of the Venerable Society, and 
the Consistancy of it in their very extensive Attention to the 
Interest of Religion in general, I must however, submit our 
urgent Need: and also the Importance of supporting the 
Church in this Place as the only one on Connecticut River, 
and the Communication the Town has in its Commerce with a 
number of the most populous Towns in the Colony, that lie 
above on the same: cherishing Hopes in the good Providence 
of God that some happy issue may attend us. With ardent 
Prayers to God for his Blessing on the Society’s Labours and 
their and your Prosperity and Welfare, I am Revd. Sir, 


Their and your most Obed’t hum’le Serv’t, 


ABRAHAM JARVIS. 


To the Reverend Dr. Burton, 
Secretary to the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
in foreign Parts, 
Abingdon Street, Westminster. 


As the Revolution approached, as the calm that 
followed the peace of 1763, when England became mas- 
ter of North America, was rudely disturbed, and the 
true loyalty and love of a united British empire which 
had grown out of the serving together of Regulars and 
Provincials in the forests of New York and Canada, 

40 
sharing danger and achieving triumph for British 
valor, were succeeded by the oppressive measures of 
the ill-advised ministers of the Crown, the condition of 
the Clergy of the Church of England became a criti- 
cal one. The same love of freedom was in the hearts 
of many, as it was in the hearts and on the lips 
of the men led by Samuel Adams, in Boston, or 
aroused by Patrick Henry’s impetuous speech in 
Virginia. In Connecticut the greater number of 
Clergy were natives, and knew what it had cost to 
found and maintain the colony. They were sensible 
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that those who lived across a wide sea could not 
always judge wisely of the needs of the Colonists, 
could not administer affairs with the same prudence 
as those who were intimately acquainted with the 
varying dispositions and abilities of the thirteen 
colonies. 

The right of remonstrance and petition these sons 
of Connetticut fully conceded, and they thought that 
measures of conciliation would in the end redress all 
abuses and heal all breaches. The Connecticut 
Clergy, as well as those in the other colonies, had 
taken a solemn vow at their Ordination to support the 
Crown. They dared not break that; they would not 
allow that it could be violated without sin. Open 
revolt they, as men of peace, as sincere lovers of their 
couniry, in which they included Great Britain, could 
not countenance. 

We may say they were mistaken, we may say that 
those who like William White of Pennsylvania 
became patriots were right; but we cannot condemn 
them for inconsistency or lack of proper respect for 
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constituted authority. The Clergy of Connecticut, 
when to words of petition succeeded the clash of 
resounding arms, when the Congress had declared the 
Colonies free and independent states, met in solemn 
convention at New Haven, on July 23, 1776, with Mr. 
Jarvis as President, and determined that, since the 
prayers for the Reval Family could not ie used, and 
they would not mutilate the service, to prsrend the 
public use of the Book of Common esa 

One brave man however, the noble confessor, John 


Beach, at Newtown and on Redding Ridge determined, - 


as he said, “to pray for the King until the rebels cut 
his tongue out.” He was cruelly treated, but did not 
live to see the close of the war, to behold Connedticut 
devastated by Continental and British soldiers, and to 
welcome the return of peace and prosperity to the 
land. He died in 1782, after more than halfa century 
of effective work. The bullet, still to be seen, that 
was fired at him as he was preaching, attests the 
courage and the sincerity of his convictions of right 
and duty. He may serve as an example of the Clergy 
in this Colony. 

Mr. Jarvis continued his ministrations in private, 
his visits to the sick and to the whole within his cure. 
We may well believe that in his own home he offered 
up prayer and praise. Early in the Revolution he 
incurred the bitter opposition of the “Sons of 
Liberty,” and in the correspondence of Silas Deane 
we can read several slighting allusions to the “ Tory 
parson, Jarvis.” Several times the life of the Rector 
of Middletown was in danger. Friends who did not 

* See Note V, page 68. 
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share his opinions shielded him from the violence of 
the mob. The story that is told of his visiting a 
dying parishioner at Durham, six miles from his 


home, and meeting on his return a well-mounted 
horseman who engaged him in conversation. and 
tried to secure from him some words whereby he 
might be accused, shows the caution and skill with 
which he held his opinions. His companion, who 
was a well-known patriot, said afterward, “‘ The old 
fox was too cunning for me, for if I could have got 
anything out of him I would soon have had him off 
his horse.”’ 

Mr. Jarvis was very careful in his ministrations to 
all who needed them, even if it brought to himself 
discomfort or peril. Moses Dunbar, a parishioner, 
was compelled to leave his family and seek refuge on 
Long Island for his Tory sympathies. Returning to 
visit his loved ones, he was arrested and condemned as 
a spy tobe hung. Mr. Jarvis, at his request, visited 
Mr. Dunbar in the jail at Hartford, and when he was 
hung accompanied him to the scaffold. He was 
violently assailed for this a&t of Christian duty. A 
letter he wrote in his calm, dignified style to the 
Connecticut papers allayed the excitement. At 
another time a forged letter full of invective against 
the American cause, signed Abraham Jarvis, was sent 
to New London for publication. Mr. Green refused 
to publish it and it came back to Middletown. It 
remained for a long time in the window of Mrs. 
Bigelow’s tavern. One day Mrs. Bigelow called in 
Dr. John Osborn, who was passing, and said, ‘ Here 
is a letter which has been lying some time and the 
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seal is partly broken; it is some plot against Mr. 
Jarvis and I desire you to open it.” Dr. Jarvis says 
in his ‘“‘ Memoir” that Dr. Osborn did so, and recog- 
nized the handwriting under an assumed name. “In 
this providential manner the wicked design was 
defeated.’’* 

As the weary contest drew to a close, Mr. Jarvis, 
Mr. Tyler of Norwich, Mr. Hubbard of New Haven, 
opened their churches ead read the service, omitting 
the prayers for the King and Royal amily. The 
exact date cannot be known, but it was before April, 
1781, as in that month the vestry of St. James, New 
London, resolved “ to call on some Rev. gentleman to 
officiate in the Church of St. James as Rev. Mr. Jarvis 
or Mr. Hubbard does.’’+ 

In July, 1780, Mr. Jarvis officiated for two or three 
Sundays in King’s Chapel, Providence (now St. 
John’s). He was urged to accept the rectorship of 
that parish, but declined, preferring to remain with 
those who had been under his care for nearly twenty 
years. 

The Connecticut Clergy, though much troubled and 
hunted by minute men, still maintained their Con- 
ventions and met as frequently as practicable. When 
the issue was no longer doubtful, when the United 
States had begun to put on the form and semblance 
of a nation, then the determination that they must 
provide for themselves an ecclesiastical head became 
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fixed in their minds. They knew all the risk of the 
voluntary system; they knew that their salaries 


*The Evergreen, III, page 98. 
t Hallam’s Annals of St. James, page 58. 
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would be small and precarious, but they also believed 
devoutly in the apostolic ministry of Bishops, Priests 
and Deacons. 

Mr. Jarvis, as Secretary of the Convention, had 
much to do in arranging for the meeting at Woodbury, 
on the feast of the Annunciation, 1783. Its happy 
result was undoubtedly largely due to him, for he was 
a leader, and to him was entrusted the mission to 
New York, and the long and possibly fruitless inter- 
views with Clergymen who might think the action of 
Connecticut precipitate. With the venerable Jeremiah 
Leaming, whose sufferings in the war are well known, 
he renewed a pleasant intercourse. He had already 
prepared in duplicate the papers necessary to be given 
to the English Archbishops by the Bishop-designate. 
The original draft was altered by his hand to make it 
apply to the case of Dr. Seabury, who undertook the 
journey. The minutes of the Convention at Wood- 
bury were probably in existence among the Bishop’s 
papers fifty years ago, when Dr. Jarvis wrote his 
“Memoir.” 

- One act of the Convention at Woodbury has some- 
times been overlooked. The Rector of Christ Church, 
Philadelphia, had put forth in the summer of 1782 a 
pamphlet in which, considering it doubtful whether 
England would consent to confer the Episcopate upon 
the United States, he devised a plan for distri assem- 
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blies of “‘ Episcopalians,” as he styled them, and the ~ 


election of some suitable presbyter to be President in 
each one of them, who, with the permission of the 
assemblies, was to set apart men for the ministry 
until Bishops could be procured. A declaration upon 
45 

Episcopacy was to be made, stating that it would be 
adopted whenever possible. The alarm aroused by 
this pamphlet among true Churchmen was intense, 
and nowhere was it received with greater apprehension 
than in Connecticut. It was the work of the Secretary 
of the Woodbury meeting to draw up, in the name of 
his brethren, their solemn protest and remonstrance, 
and send it to Mr. White. The paper is strong and 
dignified, and sets forth clearly what the Church had 
always held as of faith concerning the Episcopate. 
Mr. White soon after saw that the difficulties in 
obtaining the succession were not insuperable, and 
lived to be Bishop of Pennsylvania, to preside at the 
Consecration of Dr. Jarvis, and to be for nearly fifty 
years the revered patriarch of the American Church.* 

While Dr. Seabury was vainly imploring the Eng- 
lish Episcopate to rise superior to statecraft and polit- 
ical considerations, it was with the Secretary of the 
Convention that he maintained a correspondence. 
From the Reétor of Middletown he received letters of 


friendship and of business. To him that man, wearied 
but not downcast, turned as to a dear friend and 
brother. 

It was the work of Mr. Jarvis and Dr. Leaming to 
secure from the Legislature an a¢t for freedom of wor- 
ship which was passed at the session of 1784. The 
letters describing the manner in which their design 
was obstructed are delightful reading. 

When Bishop Seabury reached New London in 
July, 1785, he at once informed Mr. Jarvis, and to 

* This paper of Mr. Jarvis is printed in Bishop White’s Memoirs, edi- 
tion of 1880, in Appendix III to page 102, on pages 336-340. 

46 

him was left the duty of summoning the Convention, 
of informing the candidates for Deacon’s Order, and 
inviting such stanch and tried men as Dr. Parker and 
Dr. Moore to be present. To his parsonage came on 
that August day, one hundred and twelve years ago, 
the Bishop of Connecticut to be received with the 
honor due to his office, and the affeCtion due to a be- 
loved friend. ‘The contemporary account of the Con- 
vention, Ordination, and Convocation, is from the pen 
of Mr. Jarvis. Could it be found it would be an 
invaluable document. 

In all the stirring and perplexing events of the 
years when uncatholic principles were prevailing in 
the States to the southward; when there seemed to be 
no plan of union, or agreement in sound doctrine ; 
when Arianism erected itself above the truth as it is 
in Jesus, and attempted to invade the household of 
God, the Churchmen of Connecticut were brave, reso- 
lute and united. They knew the faith, they defended 
it and would not willingly allow one iota of catholic 
and primitive doctrine to be lost. 

Bishop Seabury and the Clergy of this Diocese were 
so doubtful of any ‘Continental union” of the 
Church, that in January, 1787, they selected Dr. 
Jarvis to go to Scotland for Consecration, that a valid 
succession might be obtained. It was hoped that Dr. 
Parker would accompany him. But the wise moder- 
ation of Bishop White and the sagacity of Provost 
Wm. Smith made that unnecessary; and when on 
O@ober 2d, 1789, the amended constitution of the 
American Church was signed by the New England 
representatives, those from Connecticut were Abraham 
Jarvis and Bela Hubbard. ar nobile fratrum. 
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The death of Bishop Seabury in February, 1796,* 
while it saddened, did not discourage the Church people 
of Connecticut. It was to them an occasion of sincere 
grief, for they knew what he had wrought for the up- 
building of the Church; how he had wisely and earn- 
estly imbued the whole body of Clergy with his spirit. 
When the special Convention to elect a successor was 
held in Trinity Church, New Haven, on May 5, 1796, 
it was the Rector of Middletown who in suitable and 
touching words told the story of the first Diocesan 
Bishop in America. It was to Abraham Jarvis that 
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the members of the Convention turned as one quali- 
fied by learning, by the regard of his brethren and by 
his intimate knowledge of the needs of the Diocese to 
accept from them an eletion as their spiritual Father. 
The records only show the fact of the eleCtion, they do 
not detail the circumstances. For some reason not 
now apparent, Mr. Jarvis was unacceptable to some 
influential Laymen, and even the Clergy were divided 
in their preference. It is stated on the authority of 
the letter of the Rev. Abraham L. Clarke to Dr. 
Parkér, of Boston, that there were several ineffectual 
ballots. The choice of a large majority was the Rev. 
John Bowden, a scholar of the nicest accuracy, a 
gentleman of the most polished manners, a contro- 
versialist of the most scrupulous courtesy, and a theo- 
logian deeply read and apt to impart his knowledge 
clearly to others. A native of Ireland, the son of a 
British officer, Mr. Bowden had been most carefully 
educated, both at home and at Princeton (then the 
College ee New Jersey) and King’s College, from which 
See Note VI, page 68, 
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he was graduated in 1772. He studied for the minis- 
try under the Clergy of Trinity Church, New York, 
and in 1774 was made Deacon by Dr. ecpel Bishop 
of Exeter, and ordained Priest by Dr. Terrick, Bishop 
of London. He became assistant minister in Trinity 
Parish, New York, under Dr. Auchmuty and Dr. Inglis, 
his colleague being Dr. Benjamin Moore. He suffered 
for his loyalty to the Crown while living in retirement 
at Norwalk, and after the Revolution, when the new 
Trinity Church was opened for divine service, found 
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it impossible for him to retain his position, as his voice - 


was weak. Hesettled at Norwalk again, becoming rec- 
tor of St. Paul’s Church in 1784. His weak lungs 
compelled him in 1789 to accept a parish at St. Croix, 
West Indies. This not proving altogether beneficial, 
Mr. Bowden returned to the United States and took 
up his abode at Stratford, where he Rees a classical 
school of high grade. 

It was this friend of Seabury, this enter for a 
pure and catholic religion for the American people, that 
many of the Connecticut Clergy and Laity wished to be 
their Bishop. To one of Mr. Jarvis’s delicacy of feel- 
ing, whose only desire was the good of the Church in 
his native State, it was both unpleasant and distress- 
ing to be the subject of vigorous debate and heated 
conversation. He was finally elected by a majority of 
the two houses of the Convention, and Mr. Bowden, 
Mr. Baldwin, Col. Joseph Drake and Philip Nichols 
were the committee to announce to him his election. 
Evidently Mr. Jarvis was hurt and troubled by the 
long balloting and want of unanimity and immedi- 
ately declined the honor. There had been after his 
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election no provision made for his support. There 
had been no effort to begin an Episcopal Fund, and 
the Bishop-elect would be obliged to depend entirely 


upon his private means. At the Annual Convention 
held in St. Peter’s Church, Cheshire, on June 1, 1796, 
which considered specially the interests of the recently 
established Episcopal Academy, Mr. Bowden was 
elected Principal, anda special Convention for the elec- 
tion of a Bishop was appointed to be held in New Haven 
in O@ober. Meeting again in Trinity Church, New 
Haven, on October 19, 1796, there was no hesitation 
seemingly as to whom all the clergy and laymen 
wanted for their Episcopal head. The election of Mr. 
Bowden was unanimous. Mr. Bowden requested time 
for consideration and was allowed to defer his answer 
until the Annual Convention of 1797, when in the old 
town of Derby, adorned and blessed with the presence 
of good Dr. Mansfield for so many years, and under his 
presidency as senior presbyter, the Clergy and Laymen 
came together in those perfect days of June, of which 
our New England Lowell sings. Mr. Bowden was 
forced to say that his health forbade the acceptance of 
the heavy duties of the Episcopate. The Convention 
then chose for the second time, without a dissenting 
voice, the Rev. Abraham Jarvis, D.D., to be their 
Bishop. Dr. Jarvis was not present and no committee 
seems to have been appointed by the Convention to 
notify him of his election.* The President and Sec- 
retary of each house were instructed to prepare the 
proper credentials for the Bishop-elect, and thankfully 
the Convention separated, glad that they could soon 
* See copy of the Secretary’s letter, Note VII, page 69. 
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expect the vacant Episcopate to be worthily filled. 
At the Convocation of Clergy held immediately after 
the Convention, it was agreed that Mr. Baldwin be the 
attending Presbyter if Dr. Jarvis should go to Phila- 
delphia for Consecration, and that colletions be made 
in the various parishes for defraying their expenses, 
to be sent to Mr. Hubbard before “the first Sunday in 
August next.” Bishop White, with that gracious and 
cordial readiness to please others which distinguished 
him, was willing to come to Conne¢ticut for the Conse- 
cration, as was the preference of the Church people of 
the State, and appointed Trinity Church, New Haven, 
as the place, and the feast of St. Luke the Evangelist as 
the day when the second Bishop of Connecticut should 
be admitted to his high and holy office.* It was in 
the old Trinity Church that the Bishops of Pennsyl- 
vania, New York and Massachusetts, with a large 
number of the clergy assembled, and an inter- 
ested congregation witnessed a service then celebrated 
for the first time on the soil of Connedticut.+ The 
arrangements for the service seem simple, as we read 
them in the printed record. There was first a special 
meeting of the Convention, after which divine service 
was attended, Morning Prayer was read by the Rev. Mr. 
Ives, and a sermon adapted to the occasion was delivered 
by the Rev. Dr. Smith.{ After the Consecration the 
Bishop was “recognized by the Convention,” the ad- 
dress being made by the Rev. Bela Hubbard, of Trinity 


*See Appendix II, page 82, for contemporary accounts of his election 
and Consecration, and Appendix III, page 83, for copies of original docu- 
ments concerning the Consecration. 

t Note VIII, page 70. ¢ Note IX, page 71. 
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Church, New Haven. Bishop Jarvis’s reply is said to 
have been “suitable.”* He then, following the pre- 
cedent of Seabury, delivered his first charge. This 
was published and bears out the encomiums of those 
who heard it. 

Bishop Jarvis had a high ideal of his duty as 
Bishop, although retaining for two years his parochial 
charge, he knew the needs of a diocese that for nearly 
two years had been without any oversight, and 
immediately commenced a thorough visitation. His 
son, the finished and profound student, Dr. Samuel F. 
Jarvis, tells us that his father’s method was to spend 
a day or more in each parish. For the larger and 
more important parishes he chose Sunday as the day 
of visitation, for the smaller a week day. ‘The service 
-was always in the morning. The afternoon was used 
for travelling. In the evening there would gather 
around him the members of the parish, visiting Clergy 
and others, with whom the Bishop would have pleasant 
and important interviews, not merely the chat of the 
day, but the discussion of biblical, theological, and 
ecclesiastical topics. Bishop Jarvis suffered severely 
from asthma, and it is said that after thus bearing 
well his part in these discussions he would spend the 
night sitting in his chair supported by pillows, in the 
greatest pain, but he bore all with patient submission 
and a sweet cheerfulness which brought tears into the 
eyes of all who were witnesses of his sufferings. 
There were few parishes to visit. 
hurry, confusion and excitement as to the necessity 


* See for the Bishop’s address and that of the Clergy, Appendix IV, 
page 87. 
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for keeping the next appointment which seems to be 
the accompaniment of modern Episcopal visitations. 
Time then was not the sole consideration. It was not 
thought to be wasted if spent in the service of God, 
in learning the actual condition spiritually, financially, 
and otherwise of the various parishes. A Bishop was 
a novelty, but his character, his office, was fitly appre- 
ciated, and by the longer sojourn in the parishes 
there grew up that love and devotion for the Bishop 
which has always distinguished Connecticut. The 
progress during Dr. Jarvis’s Episcopate was slow. It 
was, however, of a permanent character, as the organi- 
zation of St. Michael’s, Litchfield, and the revival of 
the parish at Hartford show. The better support of 
the Episcopate was among the subjects which engaged 
the earnest attention of many Conventions. The tax 
of a half-penny in the pound which had been recom- 
mended in the early days of Seabury’s administration 
was again urged, and after 1801 a tax of one and a 
half mills on the dollar was substituted. There was, 
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There was not the ~ 


however, no full response to this recommendation, and 
although in 1792 “Trustees for receiving and hold- 
ing donations for the support of the Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in this State” had been 
appointed and incorporated, Bishop Jarvis quaintly 
says in his address to the Convention of 1812: “ And 
as if nothing more was intended by the zeal that was 
shown to procure it, there it rested.” The income of 
Bishop Jarvis from the Diocese was very small. The 
Convention records seem to pass over entirely the 
question of any stated salary to him. 

The affairs of the Episcopal Academy, which had 
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been suggested in 1793, and formally authorized in 
1794, and which in 1796 had received its first princi- 
pal and pupils, occupied much of the time and 
thought of Bishop Jarvis. He knew well the power 
it might be made in moulding the character of the 
men who ought to be the strength of the Church 
in a few years. He was very anxious for its pros- 
perity: besides the formal recommendation that was 
made of it in the Convention and the appointment 
of Committees to look after its prosperity, the Bishop 
considered the Academy the nucleus for diocesan 
institutions, and in 1799 removed to Cheshire and 
personally watched the growth of the school under 
its brilliant principal, Dr. Bowden. His only son 
was a pupil in the Academy, and his parents watched 
with gratified solicitude his rapid moral and mental 
development under the careful instruction given there. 
Surely the Academy should be as carefully and lov- 
ingly maintained by those who have seen the benefits 
it has conferred upon the Diocese in the one hundred 
years and more of its existence. _ 

When the Prayer Book had been finally adopted in 
1789, and used after Otober 1, 1790, throughout the 
American Church, the Bishop and Clergy of Connect- 
icut did not think that their authority to set forth 
services for special occasions for which the Prayer 
Book did not provide was taken away. It was from 
the consideration that with the new order of things, 
without any wealthy corporation, such as the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel, to pay their sala- 
ries, there would be restlessness and uneasiness under 
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the method of self-government and voluntary sub- 
scriptions instead of guaranteed salaries, that the 
permanence of the pastoral relation was emphasized 
by the office of Induction of Ministers, discussed and 
set forth by the Convocation of Clergy at Derby, 
November 20, 1799, and now under the title of “ An 
office of Institution of Ministers into Parishes or 
Churches,” a part of our Book of Common Prayer. 
Prepared by the preacher at Dr. Jarvis’s Consecra- 
tion, the eccentric but accomplished William Smith, 
it shows the prevalence of correct views of the tie 
between minister and people in this the Mother 
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Diocese of the American Church. The Bishop by his 
advice and liturgical knowledge may possibly have 
aided in its preparation ; certainly, he, at the request 
of the Diocese, circulated it among the Bishops and 
Clergy in the other dioceses ; and by its merit as well as 
by his influence it was finally adopted for general use. 
Alas! that in practice we fall behind our theory, and 
seldom have that solemn bond of union emphasized 
by insisting upon Institution. 

Whether the Bishop was specially concerned in 
the steps which led to the publication of Zhe Church- 
man’s Magazine does not appear. This was a Con- 
necticut project, meant to promote the sound and 
Christian principles of the Church. As we look now 
at its faded pages, as we think of those who with 
their care of several parishes widely separated 
could still give money and thought to its preparation 
and circulation, we are again amazed at the audacity 
of their faith. They were not afraid to show plainly 
what they believed and why. What the Academy was 
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doing for the boys the magazine hoped to do for the 
men. ‘Tillotson Bronson and his co-editors deserve 
high praise. It was the very first periodical of the 
Church, and while its subscription list was never large 
in Connecticut, while its editors, as editors often do, 
had to shoulder a great financial burden, it was a real 
power. Transferred in 1808 to New York City and 
edited by Dr. Hobart, it did not lose its character. 
What Bishop Jarvis wrote for it cannot now be identi- 
fied, but that he aided in its support with both money 
and articles is quite certain. Zhe Churchman’s Maga- 
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zine preserved the correspondence of Dr. Johnson, it - 


gave the letters of Dr. Seabury and the Connecticut 
Clergy, and is the authority for many items of our 
early history that otherwise might have been abso- 
lutely forgotten. With the anxiety that a very moder- 
ate support gave, with all the care that a growing dio- 
cese required, Bishop Jarvis’s heart and mind were 
full. It is sad to think that he had to bear the ill will 
of some who cruelly and harshly misjudged him; that 
by contrast with his predecessor his Episcopate is not 
as fully known as it should be, and his real excel- 
lence, his very strong qualities, almost forgotten. The 
material for a complete history of the seventeen years 
of the second Bishop of Connetticut is still in manu- 
script. Some events that are not clearly or fully 
understood could be elucidated from documents which 
may be in existence but have never been printed or 
examined, . 

The action taken by the Bishop of Conneéticut and 
his Clergy regarding Ammi Rogers has been often 
misrepresented. The case was in many respects 


remarkable. Ammi Rogers, claiming descent from 
John Rogers, the martyr, had been a student in 
divinity with Mr. Jarvis at Middletown. He was 
talented, witty and pleasing in his manner. He 


seemed to have many of the qualities of a true minis- 
ter of Christ, but it was only in appearance; for he 
was morally worthless. There was in him no honor 
or integrity. His breaches of the seventh command- 
ment were notorious. For one specially aggravating 
instance of his lust Mr. Jarvis refused to allow him to 
remain under his roof. This excited the young man’s 
anger and revenge, and from that day vindictiveness 
and cruelty of every.sort were heaped upon the head 
of the Rector of Middletown by Mr. Rogers. Remov- 
ing to the western part of the Diocese, he studied for 
a short time under Dr. Mansfield. Again the would- 
be candidate set forth upon his travels and in the 
vicinity of Saratoga, N. Y., at Ballston, whose springs 
were beginning to be celebrated, he read the service 
and preached with much un¢tion. The work he did 
there seems marvelous. It is a proof of the neglect 
of the Church that no lay reader or clergyman had ever 
before settled in that region. It was a part of the vast 
mission field which Dominie Ellison,.of St. Peter’s, 
Albany, traversed as he had opportunity. Mr. Rogers, 
by his reports, which were written in an inflated style, 
fascinated the Clergy of New York; and he was 
received with applause, admitted as a candidate for 
Holy Orders, and about to be ordained when Dr. 
Beach heard the rumors affecting his character, and 
refused to sign his testimonials unless he could bring 
a written certificate that he had not been rejected in 
57 
Connecticut. As he had sense enough to forbear 
applying, such a certificate was easily procurable. 
He went among his friends and relatives in Branford, 
where he had not lived for at least five years, and 
received from them certificates of good chara¢ter. The 
Rev. Philo Perry, of Newtown, the Secretary of the 
Diocese of Connecticut, not being at home when he 
called, a young man of his acquaintance, Isaac Davis, 
wrote in Mr. Perry’s name a certificate, covering not 
only the fact but also testifying to his moral character. 
With this proof of his integrity, he was made Deacon 
by Bishop Provoost, and ordained Priest in due time. 
Chosen Deputy to the General Convention of 1799, 
and two years later leaving his work in Saratoga 
County, which had spread over a large area, he came 
to his native town of Branford and began to hold seér- 
vices. With his fascinating way he gathered large 
congregations. When Bishop Jarvis knew what he 
was doing, he inhibited him from officiating in Con- 
necticut until he could produce proper testimonials 
from the Bishop and Standing Committee of New 
York. There was then nocanon regulating removals, 
and several of the Clergy thought he should be 
received because he was Rector of a parish. When 
finally he procured letters from New York they were 
not satisfactory. Mr. Rogers delighted in the sensation 
he was creating, and still claimed the right of a seat 
in the Convention. Finally, after laying the matter 
officially before the Bishop of New York, the Bishop 
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of Connecticut, with the advice and consent of the 
Clergy, and at their request, suspended the Rev. Ammi 
Rogers from officiating in any parish of the Diocese. 
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The disgraced Priest was furious; he had been chosen 
Rector of St. John’s, Stamford, where he was sup- 
ported by many influential laymen. He carried his 
case to the General Convention of 1804, which met in 
New York City. It occupied much of the time of the 
House of Bishops. Bishops White, Claggett, Jarvis, 
Moore and Parker composed the House. Bishop 
Jarvis, with that nicety of conscientious scrupulous- 
ness which he had, was not present when the question 
was considered. The decision of the other Bishops 
found “the conduct of the said Ammi Rogers in the 
State of Connecticut since he left New York has been 
insulting, refractory, and schismatical in the highest 
degree, and were it tolerated would prove subversive 
of all order and discipline in the Church.” They 
declared that he was amenable to the authority of 
Connecticut. The Bishops also proposed the “ Canon 
of Removals,” which was the first to cover such cases. 
Under what Bishop Jarvis and Connecticut Church- 
men thought was the “decision” of the House of 
Bishops, there was a session of Convocation at 
Cheshire, October 3, 1804, when, in the presence of 
the presbyters of the -Diocese, the Bishop pronounced 
a sentence of degradation against Ammi Rogers. The 
accusations of the degraded man were now redoubled, 
some of the Clergy sympathized with him, thought 
the Bishop had been harsh and tyrannical, was a Lord 
Bishop, not a meek and lowly shepherd of the people. 
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Mr. Rogers, with his ingenuity of language and- 


facility for influencing the passions of men, turned it 
to account both politically and ecclesiastically. He 
defied the authority of the Bishops, he ridiculed and 
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slandered every one concerned in the sentence of degra- 
dation, and still officiated in defiance of law and order. 
A civil suit for slander, a citing the Bishop before a 
New York court to pay damages, were among the least 
of the malicious acts of this unprincipled man. Of 
his work at Hebron, into which he intruded, of his 
making men, who were undoubtedly sincere in their 
love and regard for the Church, aid him, we need not 
now speak particularly. It is enough to know that, 
while technically Mr. Rogers had civil law upon his 
side in some respects, he had openly and maliciously 
broken every bond of unity and order, and had exalted 
the individual above the Church in its constituted 
authorities. 

It was very hard for Bishop Jarvis to think that any 
were ready to attribute to him qualities he did not 
possess. It was exceedingly bitter to find those once 
friends cold and distant. A man of peace, he disliked 
controversy and debate. A man of the purest and 
noblest morality, he could not tolerate the slightest 


approach to immorality. The Church in Connecticut 
was still in the experimental stage of her existence. 
She had not those sure and unfailing traditions and 
customs which now serve as precedents. She had not 
fully recovered from the effect of the Revolution, 
and had no precedent to guide her. Her Bishop 
acted, as he thought, upon a “‘decision”’ of his peers. 
Others, and among them Bishop White, regarded it as 
an opinion. It was while smarting under a sense of 
this injustice that he said in an address to the Conven- 
tion of 1807: “The false tongue of the transgressor 
has found listening ears, and minds disposed to credit 
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his tales. By them the Bishop’s character has been 
loaded with obloquy and reproach, and Korah (though 
thus to use the name is degrading even to Korah) in 
the eyes of his company has become the saint, and the 
Bishop the sinner.” 

Bishop Jarvis had the pleasure of assisting at the 
consecration of Dr. Benjamin Moore, of New York, in 
1801; of Dr. Samuel Parker, of Massachusetts, in 1804 ; 
of Dr. John Henry Hobart, as Assistant Bishop of 
New York, and of the Rev. Alexander Viets Griswold, 
as Bishop of the Eastern Diocese, in 1811; and of Dr. 
Theodore Dehon, of South Carolina, in 1812. Dr. 
Hobart and Mr. Griswold, afterward so marked for 
their wonderful work in the Church, would have been 
consecrated in New Haven when the General Conven- 
tion met here in May, 1811, but the small attendance 
of Clergy and Laity, and the presence only of the senior 
Bishop, Dr. White, with Bishop Jarvis in the House 
of Bishops, compelled the two Bishops to journey to 
New York; and there in Trinity Church, with the 
presence of Bishop Provoost, who came from his sick 
room for the service, the Consecration took place on 
May 209. 

It was two years later, in the pleasant home he had 
made for himself in New Haven, in the presence of 
his wife and son, after having with great devotion 
and reverence received from the Rev. Henry Whit- 
lock, of Trinity Church, the Holy Communion, that 
he gently passed from earth in the seventy-fourth year 
of his age. He was buried beneath the chancel of 
the new Trinity Church, and upon the walls of the 
Church may be seen the appropriate tablet with an 
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elegant Latin inscription which filial piety and correct 
taste prompted.* 

The four Bishops of this Diocese have been men of 
marked and strong character. As we know the second 
Bishop better, we shall the more highly esteem him, 
and enroll “Abraham of Conne¢ticut’’ among those 
whom the American Church deem worthy of high 
praise for the work they did, for the sufferings they 
endured, and for the manner in which they triumphed 
over many difficulties. Courage, endurance, firm- 
ness, characterize him, and thankfully do we unite in 


this joyous and loving tribute to a man who, in the 
days of the Church’s weakness, did his full duty. 


*See Note X, page 72. See Appendix V, page 90, for Dr. Bronson’s 
character of Bishop Jarvis from the memorial sermon before the Conven- 
tion of 1813. 
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NOTES AND APPENDICES 


To AppREss OF THE REV. JosEPH Hoopgr, M.A., 
PAGES 25-61. 


Nore I. 


The following is a complete list of the publications of Bishop 
Jarvis: , 

A Discourse delivered before a Special Convention of the Clergy and 
Lay Delegates of the Episcopal Church in the State of Conneticut, in 
Trinity Church, New Haven, on the Fifth Day of May, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-six, occasioned by the death of the RIGHT REVEREND 
SAMUEL SEABURY, D.D., Bishop of Connecticut and Rhode Island. By 
Abraham Jarvis, A.M., Presbyter and Rector of Christ Church, Middle- 
town. 


12 mo. pp. 20. New Haven: Printed by T.& S. Green. 


Bishop Jarvis’s charge to the Clergy of his Diocese, delivered immedi- 
ately after his Consecration in Trinity Church, New Haven, on the Festival 
of St. Luke, October 18, 1797. Together with the Address of the Conven- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal Church’ in Conne¢ticut to their Bishop 
and the Bishop’s Answer. 


12 mo. pp. 30. Printed at Newfield, by Lazarus Beach, 1798. 


A Sermon delivered at Danbury and Ridgefield on a Visitation by the 
Right Reverend Abraham Jarvis, Bishop of Connedticut, and printed at 
the request of a number of the Members of the Churches. 

Izmo. pp. 16. Danbury: Printed by John C. Gray. Dec., 1809. 


Nore II. 


The residence of Dean Berkeley in Rhode Island from 1729 
to 1731, had important results for religion and learning in 
America, although the main purpose of his coming to this 
country, the establishing the College of St. Paul for the edu- 
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cation of young Americans, could not be accomplished. At 
the suggestion of his friend, Dr. Samuel Johnson, of Strat- 
ford, he deeded his farm at Whitehall to Yale College as an 
endowment for a Berkeley scholarship in the classics. After 
his return to England, with subscriptions he could not return 
and the gifts of friends, he sent for the library of Yale a col- 
lection of standard works in theology,-philosophy, classics and 
general literature. ‘‘ By far,’’ says a contemporary account, 
‘‘the best collection that ever came to America.’’ It was long 
kept in separate cases. Some of the volumes are still in Yale 
Library. 


Nors III. 


The originals of these letters of Orders as Deacon and 
Priest are in the possession of the Rev. Samuel Fermor Jarvis. 


By the Tenor of these presents, we Frederick, by Divine Permission, 
Bishop of Exeter, do make it known unto all men, That on Sunday the 
fifth Day of ffebruary in the year of Our Lord one Thousand seven hun- 
dred and sixty-four, we, the Bishop before mentioned, solemnly adminis- 
tering Holy Orders under the protection of the Almighty in the royal 
chapel of St. James’s, Westminster, did (at the request of our Reverend 
Brother Richard, Lord Bishop of London) admit our beloved in Christ 
Abraham Jarvis, B.A. of Yale College in Connecticut, New England (con- 
cerning whose Morals, Learning, Age and Title the said Lord Bishop was 
well satisfied) into the holy order of Deacons, according to the manner 
and form prescribed and used by the Church of England, and him the 
said Abraham Jarvis, did then and there rightly and canonically ordain 
Deacon. He having first in our presence freely and voluntarily sub- 
scribed to the thirty-nine articles of religion, and to the three articles con- 
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tained in the thirty-sixth Canon, and he likewise having taken the Oaths 
appointed by Law, to be taken for and instead of the oath of supremacy. 
In testimony whereof we have caused our Episcopal seal to be hereunto 
affixed the day and year above written and in the second year of our Con- 


secration. 


FREDERICK Exon. 


(siz) 


By the Tenor of these presents, we, Charles, by Divine Permission 
Bishop of Carlisle, do make it known unto all men That on Sunday the 
nineteenth Day of ffebruary in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
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hundred and sixty-four, we the Bishop aforementioned, solemnly admin- 
istering holy Orders under the protection of the Almighty in the parish 
Church of St. James, Westminster did (at the request of our Reverend 
Brother Richard, Lord Bishop of London) admit our beloved in Christ 
Abraham Jarvis, B.A. of Yale College, Connecticut (concerning whose 
Morals, Learning, Age and Title, the said Lord Bishop was well satisfied) 
into the holy Order of Priests, according to the manner and form pre- 
scribed and used by the Church of England and him the said Abraham 
Jarvis did then and there rightly and canonically Ordain Priest. He hav- 
ing first in our presence freely and voluntarily subscribed to the thirty- 
nine Articles of Religion and to the three articles contained in the thirty- 
sixth Canon and he likewise having taken the oaths appointed by Law to 
be taken for and instead of the Oath of Supremacy. In Testimony whereof 
we have caused our Episcopal Seal to be hereunto affixed the day and 
year above written and in the second year of our Consecration. 
CHa: CARLISLE. 


{=} 


Nore IV. 


The courtesy of the Keeper of the Records of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts furnished the 
writer with the letter in the text, and these interesting items 
of the relation of Mr. Jarvis to the Society : 


SocIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL IN FOREIGN PARTS. 


19, DELAHAY STREET, WESTMINSTER, S. W., 
Nov. 3, 1896. 


Dear Sir :—The Society in 1761 gave the Rev. Mr. Leaming ‘‘leave to 
chuse a proper person to be sent over to England for holy orders accord- 
ing to the request of the people of Middletown’’ (Journal, May 15, 1761, 
p. 88) but on learning from Dr. Johnson in 1763 that Messrs. Jarvis and 
Cutting intended waiting on the Society, it desired the Dr. to inform 
them that they must not have expectation of being provided for by the 
Society immediately, there being no vacant Mission to which they can be 
appointed, nor any thoughts at present of establishing any new one in 
New England’’ (Jo., 15 July, 1763, p. 393.) 

Mr. Jarvis himself and the Conneéticut Clergy in Convention appealed 
for assistance on his behalf in 1765, when the Society replied that it did 
‘not think it proper to make any addition at present to their Missions in 


68 
New England—that if Mr. Jarvis and Mr. Hubbard are determined to 
leave their Parishes, the Society gives them a recommendation to North 
Carolina, where a good provision is made for the clergy.’’ In the mean- 
time (17 Jan. 1766) it voted them ‘‘each a gratuity of £10”’ (Jo., 17 May, 
1765, and 17 Jan., 1766, pp. 364, 509-10.) 

In reply to his letter of 21 Nov., 1767 (a copy of which is enclosed), a 
second gratuity of £10 was voted to Mr. Jarvis on 17 Feb., 1768 (Jo. of 
that date, p. 451.) 

The appeals of the Clergy of Connedticut on his behalf on Sep. 26, 1773, 
and Sep. 25, 1774, resulted in a further gratuity of £15 to him (Jo., Jan. 


21, 1774, and Feb. 17, 1775, pp. 62-3, 303.) 
* * * * 


* 
Yours faithfully, 
C. F. PASCOE, 


(Keeper of the Records.) 
The Rev. Jos—EPpH HOOPER, 


Durham, Conn. 


Norte V. 
Among the papers of the Reverend William Clark, Rector of 


a 


St. Paul’s Church, Dedham, Mass., 1769-1777, now in the 
archives of the Diocese of Massachusetts, there was recently 
found by the Rev. Dr. Edmund F. Slafter, Registrar, the 
following curious and interesting document. It is here printed 
from the copy furnished to the Rev. Dr. Hart, Registrar of 
this Diocese, by his kind permission : 
‘* Ata Convention of the clergy of the Chh of England in the Colony ” 
“* of Connecticut, at the house of Mr. Hubbard, in New Haven, on a7 
« “Tuesday, the 23d day of July in the year 1776 » 

‘“* It was voted, that the following mode of public worship should be 
carried out in their respective churches. 2 

“1st Singing. 2dly a chapter out of the old Testament. ”’ 

‘« 3rdly Psalms of the Day, out of the Old Testament. ” 
4thly Some Commentary—sthly a Psalm, 6thly aSermon, ” _ 
‘* and lastly, Part of the 6th Chap’r of St. Math’w, ending with ” 
‘* the Lord’s Prayer, all kneeling.—The Blessing.”’ 


Nore VI. 


Late in the month of February, 1796, ‘‘ Mr. Jarvis of Middle- 
town was sitting before the fire’’ so says an eye-witness, his 
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wife near him engaged in some domestic employment, and his 
little son playing about the room. A messenger entered with 
a letter sealed with black wax, and handed it to Mr. Jarvis in 
silence. He opened it and his hand shook like an aspen leaf. 
His wife in great alarm hastened to him, and his son crept 
between his knees and looked up inquiringly into his face. 
He could not speak for some minutes. At last he said, slowly 
and convulsively, ‘‘ Bishop Seabury is dead.’’—Beardsley’s 

History of the Church in Conneticut, Vol. I, p. 438. 


Nore VII. 


The only official document-concerning the election of Dr. 
Jarvis is the following letter from the Rev. Philo Perry, Sec- 
retary of the Convention, and Rector of Trinity Church, New- 
town, 1787-1798. The original is among the valuable docu- 
ments in possession of the Rev. Samuel Fermor Jarvis : 


DERBY, June 7, 1797. 


Rev. & Dear Sir :—I have the pleasure of giving you official information, 
that the Convention held this day in this place, has unanimously, in both 
its branches, appointed you to the office of Bishop of this Diocese. I am 
authorized to assure you, that the Nomination was made by your brethren 
the Clergy, without a dissenting voice & that the Lay Delegates were not 
less unanimous in their concurrence. 


In behalf of the Convention—I am, 


Rev. & Dear Sir, your affectionate 
Brother and humble servant, 


Rev. Mr. JARVIS. PHILO PERRY. 
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Nore VIII. 


This extract from Dr. Hubbard’s Notitia Parochialis con- 
tains an exact transcript of the Letter of Consecration, and 
has been carefully compared with the original in the possession 
of the Rev. Samuel Fermor Jarvis: 


On the 18th day of October 
a Consecration was held in Trinity Church of whh the following will 
Inform 
Know all men by these presents that we 
William White D D 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
presiding Bishop 
Samuel Proyoost D D 
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Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Chh in the 
State of New York 
Edward Bass D D 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
States of Massachusetts & New Hampshire 
under the protection of Almighty God 
in Trinity Church 
in the City of New Haven 
State of Connecticut 


in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred & ninety seven, on 
Wednesday the Eighteenth of October being the Festival of St. Luke, did 
then and there, rightly & Canonically consecrate our beloved in Christ 
Abraham Jarvis D D, Rector of Christ’s Church in the City of Middle- 
town State of Connecticut of whose sufficiency in good learning sound- 
ness in the faith & purity of manners we are fully ascertained into the 
office of Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the said State, to 
whh the said Abraham Jarvis hath been elected by ye Convention of ye 


sd State. 

In Testimony whereof we have 
signed our names and caused our Seals to be affixed given in the City of 
New Haven, State aforesaid, this Eighteenth day of October in the Year 
of our Lord one thousand Seven Hundred & Ninety Seven. 


Wm W2BITE D. D. (Seal) 
SAMUEL PRovoost D. D. (Seal) 
EDWARD Bass D. D. (Seal) 


ale 
Nore IX. 


The sermon of Dr. Smith was from Ephesians IV, 11, 12. 
The thanks of the Convention were given to the preacher by a 
special Committee, the Rev. Ashbel Baldwin and Eli Curtis, 
Esq., who were also charged with the duty of publishing the 
sermon. It bears the following title: 


A 


DISCOURSE 
DELIVERED ON THE I8TH OF OCTOBER, 1797. 
[Being the Festival of St. Luke.} 
In TRINITY CHURCH, in NEW-HAVEN, 
BEFORE THE 
Ecclefiaftical Convention, 
OF THE STATE OF 
CONNECTICOT; 
ASSEMBLED THERE TO WITNESS THE CONSECRATING OF THE RIGHT REV. 


ABRAHAM JARVIS, D. D. To THE EPISCOPAL CHAIR OF SAID STATE ; 
AND TO RECOGNIZE HIM AS THEIR ECCLESIASTICAL SUPERIOR. 


By THE REV. WILLIAM SMITH, D. D. 


REcTOR OF ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, NORWALK. 


Ea ar ee a SR EE 8 RT STE 


NEWFIELD: 
PRINTED BY LAZARUS BEACH, 
FOR THE CONVENTION. 


12 mo. pp. 20. 


ie 
-NoTE X. 


The monument of Bishop Jarvis is upon the rear chancel 
wall to the left of the altar. It is Gothic in design, and the 


inscription is cut deeply upon a slab of black marble, the 
letters being gilded. 


A is 
* Q 


SVB. ALTARI. SITAE. SVNT. 
MORTALES. EXVVIAE. 
ADMODVM. IN. DEO. REVERENDI. PATRIS. 
ABRAHAMI. IARVIS. S.T.D. 
ECCLESIAE. CONNECTICVTENSIS. 
EPISCOPI. SECVNDI. 

QVI. NATVS. 

mI. NON. MAII. EX. KAL. IVL. 
ANN, CIOIOCC. XXXIX. 
LXXnI. ANNOS. PROPE. 

VIXIT. 
QVOR. XV. MENS. VJ. DIEB. Xm. 

EX. CATHEDRA. EPISCOPALI. 

GREGEM. CHRISTI. PAVIT. 
OBIIT. 

V NON. MAII. EX. KAL. GREG. 

ANN. SALVTIS. CIOIOCCC. xm. 

PARIETI. HVIVSCE. TEMPLI. 

QVOD. VT. EXTRVCTVM. ADSPICERET. 
EHEV. NON. OCVLIS. MORTALIBVS. 
MAGNOPERE. SPERABAT. 

IN. MEMORIAM. 
PRAESVLIS, VENERATISSIMI. 
PATRISQVE. OPTIMI. ET. B.D S. M. 
HOC. MARMOR. ADFIGEND. CVRAV. 
FILIVS. LVGENS. 
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The inscription is thus elegantly translated by Bishop 
Williams: 


Under the altar are placed, 
the mortal remains of the 
Right Reverend Father in God, 
Abraham Jarvis, Doctor of Divinity, 
Second Bishop of the Church in Connecticut, 
who being born on the 5th of May, 1739, 
lived nearly seventy-four years ; 
of which, fifteen years, seven months and 
fifteen days, he fed the flock of Christ 
from the Episcopal chair. 
He died the 3d of May, 1813. 
On the walls of this church, 
which he earnestly hoped to see erected, 
alas not with mortal eyes, 
a@ mourning son 
has caused this marble to be affixed 
in memory 
of the most revered Prelate, and of the _ 
most excellent father who merits his gratitude. 
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APPENDIX I. 


The kindness of Mr. Samuel F. McCleary, of Brookline, 
Mass., enables the writer to present this account of one of the 
journeys taken by the three friends while in England for ordi- 
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nation. Mr. Budd, the writer of the sketch, was probably an 
English friend who accompanied them : 


MINUTES OF A JOURNEY TO Winpsor, &C. 


“Monday 2nd of April 1764. Set out with Mr. Walter, 
Jarvis, and Hubbard at 3 o’clock, Pp. M. and walked through 
the Park to Kensington, Hammersmith, and Turnham Green, 
to Kew; stop’d awhile at Kew Green to refresh ourselves, and 
then went to visit Kew gardens; but it being near six o’clock, 
the Gardener told us, it was too late to see them, accordingly 
proceeded on to Richmond gardens, where also we could gain 
no admittance, and so went on to the foot of Richmond Hill, 
where we arrived just before dusk, and put up at the Dog, 
which is called ten miles from London; where we supped and 
lodged this night ; Mr. Walter much troubled with the head- 
ache, and obliged to go to bed before supper. 

Tuesday 3rd, rose at six and went to the top of the hill, 
where we breakfasted at the Star and Garter, and had a fine 
prospect of the country, Mr. Pope’s seat, (now possessed by 
Sir William Stanhope) with several others. The meandering 
of the river thro’ fine fields and lawns, and distant prospect of 
Windsor Castle, afforded us much satisfaction, from thence, 
we walked in a foot path, by the borders of the river till we 
came oposite to Twickenham, and then crossed the ferry 
thither, went through the Church yard, and saw the monu- 
ment erected by Mr. Pope and affixed to the outside of the 
Church, in gratitude to his Nurse, who attended him from his 
infancy, above 40 years; from thence, to Mr. Pope’s Garden, 
on entering which Mr. Walter broke out into the following 
poetical rhapsody. 
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Thrice hail this ever bless’d abode 

Where Pope with sacred ardor trod, 

Fired with the Muse’s happiest flame 

He taught Mankind their wisest aim. 

Then set the example, and in peace retired, 

Repleat with virtue, and by all admired. 
We walked round the garden, and viewed the monument 
erected by Mr. Pope to the memory of his Mother, which is a 
lofty stone Obelisk on a pedestal, standing on a Mount at the 
upper end of the garden, with this inscription round it. ‘Ah! 
Editha matrum optuma malierum Amantissima Vale.’* From 
thence we went into the grotto; over the top of the arch, as 
you enter is this line 

Sacratum iter et fallantis Semita Vile. 

The Grotto is composed of a number of arches of rockwork 
plastered, and a variety of chrystal, spar, and glass, &c. stuck 
into the plastering, which strikes the eye very agreeably, and 
at one end is a bath room (this latter made by Sir William) 
wainscotted round with white chimney tile, as is also the bath, 
and looks extremely neat ; the Grotto extends itself from the 
garden under the road, and comes out over, even with the 
front of the house, which faces the river, with a fine lawn 
before it of about an hundred feet. Being told by the Gar- 
dener, ‘that there was a monument erected to his memory by 
Dr. Woolaston, Bishop of Gloscester, in the Church,’ we 
enquired out the Clerk, who went with us, and opened the 
Church. The monument is placed on a side wall over the 
gallery, with the following inscription. 


Alesandro Pope 
M. H. 
Gulielmus Episcopus Glocesteriensis Amicitiao causa fac cur. 
Poeta Loquitur 
of one who would not be buried in Westminster Abby. 
Heroes and Kings your distance keep 
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In peace let one poor Poet sleep, 
Who never flattered folks like you, 
Let Horace blush, and Virgil too. 
* The incorrect Latinity of these inscriptions is probably the error of the 
writer of this account. 
76 
Near this Monument, is also one erected by Mr. Pope himself 
to his father and mother, with the following inscription. 
D. O. M. 
Alesandro Pope. 
Viro innocue, probo, pie 
Qui vixet Annos 75. ann. 1717. 
Et Edithera Conjugi inculpabiti pientissime 
Qui vixet annos 93. ob. 1733. 
Parentibus bene marantibus 
Filius facit 
Et sibi 
Qui Obiit Anno 1743. Stat 57. 


Mr. Pope, with his Father and Mother, were all buried 
under the middle Isle of this Church, the spot was shewn us 
by the Clerk, and we walked over it. Here is a handsome 
monument likewise erected to the memory of Admiral Sir 
Charlemain Ogle, who defeated Angria the Pirate, in the East 
Indies and performed sundry aéts of valour as set forth in the 
inscription. (Lord Clives in conjunction with Admiral Wat- 
son subdued Angria the Pirate in the East Indies, and became 
Master of Geria, his Capital with all his accumulated treasure 
in 1755.) ‘Life of Lord Clives in the Biographical Dictionary. 
American Edition.’ From hence, we proceeded on to Hamp- 
ton Court, passing a very odd and curious house belonging to 
the Walpole family ; and going through Busby Park, where 
is a large basin of water, with an elegant statue in the middle 
of it, on a lofty pedestal of stone surrounded by Tritons, Mer- 
maids, &c., but we could not find out who’s statue it was. 
After bespeaking a dinner at the Joy, adjoining to the Palace 
gate, we went to view the Palace and gardens, for an account 
whereof I refer you to the ‘delicie Brittanic.’ After dinner, 
we walked on to Stains, drank tea just over the bridge and 


thence proceeded to Egham, where we put up for the night at - 


the Red Lion supped and went to bed. _ 

Wednesday 4th. rose a little before six, breakfasted and set 
out for the Belvidere (a building of the Duke of Cumberland, 
about 4 miles from Egham) before reaching which we came to 
a place called ‘Virginia Water,’ whence is a curious and 
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beautiful cascade, and a geometrical bridge, built by the 
Duke; we were informed here, that the Woman who shewed 
the house, lived just by, we accordingly applied to her, and 
she accompanied us through a large iron gate, which opened 
into a fine lawn, about 20 feet wide enclosed on each side with 
evergreens and shrubbery, the walk was like a velvet carpet, 
which extended for miles up the hill and brought us to the 
house ; the land on each side is a heath, and where this im- 
provement is made, is a part of it, the house is built three 
square, and on each angle a large and lofty tower, which 
makes it appear like a Castle. The ground floor is formed 
into an octagon, and has a few chairs round it. From thence, 
by a geometrical stone staircase winding up into one of the 
towers, we ascended into the room above, which is also an 
oétagon, one tower (as before observed) containing the stair- 
case, another the library, and a third a closet for china, glass, 
&c. in the middle of the room is suspended a most beautiful 
Chandelier made of chelsea china, and containing a vast variety 
of the most beautiful flowers, in their proper colours, with 
Flora sitting on the top holding a small basket of flowers, with 
Cupid and other figures surrounding her; the sockets for the 
candles are a sort of Tulip, the flowers are fixed on wires, and 


the body of the Chandelier is of metal, gilt, and suspended by 
a cord of silk and gold interwoven, the whole strikes with 
admiration and cost £500 sterling. There are several stands 
with branches and sockets, placed in the different angles of the 
room, adorned with figures of monkeys, dragons, owls &c &c. 
Over the doors are festoons of fruit of all kinds, the ceilings 
stucowork, and those of the library, & china closet, adorned 
with vines and clusters of grapes. 

The furniture, settees, chairs &c of blue damask. The 
prospect from hence is exceedingly fine, and we were told that 
in a clear day we might, through a glass see all the spires in 
London, and tell what o’clock it was by Saint Pauls, though 
near twenty miles distant. This room has no fire place, but 
by touching a spring like that of a ball, it opens a flew which 
communicates heat into the room from a fire below, and could 
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be stopped again at pleasure; in short this place is beyond 
description delightful. From hence we went over another 
way, like that we came in, and came toa fine large geometrical 
bridge thrown over part of the Virginia Water, which when 
we had crossed, our eyes were struck with some beautiful 
buildings, which led us out of our way to see them; there was 
a grand chinese summer house, eight square, with two lesser 
ones on the back angle, the side of these buildings are of 
copper japanned, and appeared like white chimney tile; the 
top are cupolas, with a sort of Umbrella over them; the small 
ones painted blue, and frosted, and the large one, red striped 
with white. There are also canopies over the windows, with 
bells in the chinese style, and the whole beyond description 
beautiful. These buildings stand on an Island, and a geomet- 
trical bridge thrown across.to enter them. After feasting our 
eyes awhile here, we proceeded on to the Duke’s lodge which 
is a neat, elegant building, and the apartments very nice, 
though not magnificent, a-fine basin of water fronts the house, 
with a chinese barge lying in the middle of it, and on one end 
of the house a fine vista, and gravel walk; the stables are 
elegant, and the Deer feeding all around, makes this a very 
delightful place. From hence, we went on to Windsor, and 
met the Duke in our way, driving himself in a chair, with two 
Horses and two Servants on horseback attending him. Great 
part of the road from the Lodge is perfectly straight between 
a walk of lofty elms, on each side, and Windsor Castle facing 
you all the way, bounds the prospect. This walk is very 
delightful, and when you enter it, it does not appear half so 
long as you find it to be. We put up at the Mermaid near the 
Market about half past one, and after dinner, went to view the 
Castle, for which I refer to the ‘‘delicia Brittanica,’’ on going 
in we found the Chapel service begun and were condu¢ted into 
very elegant seats appropriated for the Knights of the Garter, 
and called ‘‘Stalls.’’ After service, which is performed in the 
Cathedral way, we regaled ourselves with a view of the Palace, 
terrace, walks, &c. and then returned to our quarters, spent 
the evening, supped and went to bed. 
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Thursday, 5th, rose between six and seven, and set off in the 
Stage Coach (which we had engaged the night before) with a 
gentleman, who was very facetious and good company; and a 
gentleman’s servant, who behaved very modestly, as he did not 
open his lips the whole way, stopped at Eaton, and got out, 
just to view the Colleges, which makes a double quad- 
rangle, and the Chapel which forms one side of the square 
is a venerable old gothic stone building, and makes a very 
noble appearance. The Colleges are built of brick and have 
nothing very striking, there is a Statue of Henry 6th (the 
founder) in one of the squares. The revenue of this College is 
about £5,000. pd—per annum, which maintains 70 King’s 
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scholars, with their proper instructors, who when fitted for 
the University, are elected into King’s College, Cambridge, 
where they are provided for by Scholarships and Fellow- 
ships. « Besides these 70 scholars on the foundation, there are 
about 400, more, who are also educated here at their own ex- 
pense. There isa noble library here. From hence we pro- 
ceed on, in the stage through Slouch, Colebrook, Longford 
and part of Hounslow-Heath to Cranford Bridge, where we 
and the Gentleman breakfasted, the Servant did not make his 
appearance. After breakfast we went on through the remain- 
der of Hounslow-Heath, where were several gibbets with 
malefactors suspended, then through Hounslow and Brentford 
to Kew bridge, where we alighted and went to see the Princess 
Dowager’s gardens, having not been able to view them as we 
went out. The house, which is all white, appears very neat 
and elegant ; before it, is a large court yard, and the back part 
‘with a large basin of water, toward the centre filled with 
Swans, Geese and Ducks, the lawn is covered with sheep, 
which makes the prospect from the house, very delightful, 
round the gardens are serpentine gravel walks enclosed with 
trees and shrubbery, and on the borders next the alley are 
flowers of all kinds scattered along, in going through these 
walks you are led to several buildings in form of foreign tem- 
ples, such as gothic temples, a turkish mosque, an egyptian 
temple, the temple of victory, and many others, but the grand- 
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est structure lately finished is a chinese temple, called the 
pagoda ; built of brick, eight square and ten story high, each 
having a kind of umbrella projecting over the windows, on 
each corner of which are placed dragons with their heads pro- 
jecting over, they are painted in divers colours, and frosted, 
and their eyes made of glass, so that when the sun shines 
upon them, they seem all on fire. This building is 175 feet 
high, and about 80 feet round the base; there is also a temple 
of the Sun, which is said to have been constructed by his 
Majesty when Prince of Wales, it is a round building, with 
pillars of corinthian order, supporting the cornice, which 


between each pillar forms a semicircular arch, the building is 


covered with a Cupola, and windows all around, and likewise 
a flight of steps. In the centre of the ceiling is represented 
the Sun and on the lower edge of the rotunda are painted the 
twelve signs of the zodiac. From hence, we passed to a 
Chinese building, near a bridge, over the place where the 
‘ water comes in to supply the bason; and then to the Aviary 
which is enclosed with apartments made of lattice work, and 
in which, were Chinese pheasants, and other beautiful fowls. 
There is also a lawn, in which were some American wood 
ducks. From hence, we went into a large room, part of which 
is made of lattice work and wired, where there were a vast 
number of birds of all kinds flying about and singing, there 
were perches for them to rest on, and nests to build in, besides 
glass basons of water suspended for them to drink, and places 
for their food, we were conducted next into a small flower 
garden, where were pots ranged on slabs on one side filled with 
all kinds of flowers in bloom ; in the middle, a bason of water 
with Chinese fish, and the rest of the garden laid out, in beds 
of flowers, the front of the Aviary makes one side of this gar- 
den. The next thing we saw was a garden lately laid out for 
exotic plants, with a noble hot house of great length and 
height, the whole glazed on the top, which stands obliquely to 
the Sun, there are flews behind, which by means of fire, keeps 
this place in any degree of heat. After viewing this, which is 
filled with a great variety of curious flowering plants, we went 
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to the green-house, which stands not far from the dwelling 
house, and is a very handsome building, glazed in front con- 
taining Oranges and Lemons, and many other trees and plants. 


We then went to view the house, and was admitted to see, all 
the Princesses apartments, which are very neat, with good 
paintings, tapestry and organ, harpsicord and billiard table, and 
very elegant furniture. There are some exceedingly fine 
paintings in the gallery, of very beautiful Women painted on 
the wall, and paintings on glass of india figures, the best I 
have ever seen, and we were told cost £500 a piece, they were 
done in India. In one of the chambers is a family piece with 
all the Princesses’ children drawn together when young, which 
is very pretty, and the traces of their present countenances are to 
be foundin them. After viewing the house we went to dinner 
in Kew gardens, and then went to Richmond gardens and got 
admittance. There is nothing very striking here, but fine 
gravel walks, lawns and vistas, with a view of the river on the 
side and the lodge, a neat pretty building with an elegant 
garden before it. From hence we went back to Kew, crossed the 
river over the bridge, and came by the side of the river, and 
turned off to Chiswick, and passed the Earl of Burlington’s 
house, which is very magnificent, with fine garden and walks, 
there is also a seat of Col. Eliot’s, and several other elegant 
buildings. We went into the Church yard, looked into the 
Church, and thence to the river side where we took a sculler 
for Westminster bridge, as we passed Ranelagh we were greatly 
pleased with the lights in the gardens, which made a splendid 
appearance, as also those in the rotunda, which was opened 
for company this evening. We landed at Westminster bridge 
about half past eight, having been about an hour and half 
coming down from Chiswick, above ten miles, for which we 
paid 2/6, and then finished our tour, during which we had fine 
weather, saving a sort of drizzling rain, which we passed in 
going from Twickenham to Hampton Court.”’ 


These minutes were copied from the original paper in the 
possession of Rev. Dr. Jarvis. They were written by a Mr. 


8R 
Budd, who accompanied Mr. Walter, and Mr. Jarvis (after- 
ward the venerable Bishop of Connecticut) and a Mr. Hubbard 
to England in 1764, to receive from the Bishop of London, 
Holy Orders. Dr. Jarvis, finding it among his father’s papers, 
loaned it to Mrs. Walter, who took a copy of it in 1823 for 
her children. 

The foregoing is a correct copy from the family record book 
of my late mother, Maria Lynde (Walter) McCleary, now in 
my possession. 

Sam’ F. McCiLeary. 


March 17, 1897. 384 Harvard st., Brookline, Mass. 


APPENDIX II. 


_ The contemporary accounts of the election and Consecration 
of Dr. Jarvis are found in these extracts from The Conneéticut 
Journal. The same account of the Consecration is also in The 
New York Magazine for October, 1797, p. 558. 


CONNECTICUT JOURNAL, June 14th, 1797. 


On Wednesday the 7th inst the Episcopal Convention of this State Met 
in St. James Church at Derby. 
Divine Service having been performed an Excellent Discourse adapted to 
the Occasion was delivered by the Rev’ Mr. Marsh The Convention then 
went in Procession accompanied by the respectable Lodge of Freemasons 
and a numerous Train of the Ladies of the Town to lay the foundation 
Stone of a new church. (then gives account of proceedings of laying the 
corner stone and adds) The Convention after this Animating Scene went 
in order to St. James Church where they entered upon the Business for 
which they had met. The most important Point which Engaged their 
Attention was the Election of a Bishop—The Rev‘ Doctor Bowden by 
Reason of bodily Infirmity having declined that Office, The Rev’ Mr. 
Abraham Jarvis Rector of Christ Church Middletown was Unanimously 


elected by the Clergy and Unanimously approved by the Laity. 
His Amiable Character and respectable Abilities afford Ground to the 
Friends of the Church to hope for Unity Peace and Happiness. 
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CONNECTICUT JOURNAL, October 26th, 1797. 
SAME ACCOUNT IN CONNECTICUT COURANT, Oct. 26th, 1797. 


Wednesday the 18 inst The festival of the apostle and Evangelist St. 
Luke being the day appointed for the Consecration of the Rey Abraham 
Jarvis D.D., to the Episcopate of the State of Connecticut : the Convention 
of the same consisting of the Clergy and Lay Delegates assembled at half 
past nine in the morning in Trinity Church in the City of New Haven 
from whence they walked in procession, Lay Delegates in front and the 
Clergy in the rear to the house of the Rev Bela Hubbard Rector of the 
Church where Doctor White Bishop of Pennsylvania, Doctor Provost, 
Bishop of New York and Doctor Bass Bishop of Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire were waiting in their Episcopal Habits to Join the procession, 
which then returned to the Church. The Rev Mr Ives read prayers and a 
sermon adapted to the occasion was delivered by the Rev Doctor Smith.— 
The Right Rev Doctor White was the officiating Bishop—and the Bishops 
Provost and Bass assisted on this grand and interesting occasion. The 
Act of Consecration being Completed Doctor Jarvis was admitted within 
the rail of the Altar in his Episcopal Character & Habit, where he was 
recognized as the Ecclesiastical Superior and received the Congratulations 
of the Convention in a very affectionate Address delivered by the Reverend 
Bela Hubbard Rector of the Church. To this Address, Bishop Jarvis 
returned a very becoming and pathetic Answer: after this he delivered a 
charge to the Clergy & Laity of his Diocese: a charge truly Apostolic & 
Evangelical. 

The Scene was highly grateful to every person in it, every part of it 
being conducted with the most perfect solemnity and propriety, in the 
presence of a numerous and respectable assembly. May it please the 
gracious & Merciful Head of his church the Great Bishop of our Souls to 
preserve our Episcopacy precious in his sight: and May peace harmony 
& Love ever preside over the United States of America. 


APPENDIX III. 


Through the kindness of the Rev. Dr. Hart, Secretary of 
the House of Bishops, these copies of documents in the archives 
of the House of Bishops are here inserted : 


STRATFORD, July 6th, 1797. 
Right Rev* & Dear Sir. 


We the Committee of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Connecticutt . 


are directed to address the Right Rev* Bishops White, Provost & Bass 
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upon the subject of consecrating our worthy Brother Jarvis, Bishop 
Elect, to the Episcopal chair. 

We verry sensibly feel the want of an ecclesiastical Center of unity—our 
rising generation is destitute of the Apostolic rite of Confirmation, and 
Candidates for the Ministry are discouraged from coming forward to sup- 
ply our vacant churches, by beholding the Episcopal chairempty. These 
& many other reasons unite to render both the Clergy, & Laity of the 
Church in Connecticut verry.desirous to have the sacred Hierarchy estab- 
lished among us as soon as may be conveniently done. We have been 
indirectly informed that Bishops Provost & Bass have no objections of 
meeting in Connecticut this Autumn, provided it meets with your appro- 
bation. 

It would be verry agreeble to our Brethren the Clergy to attend the Con- 
secration, and should it be agree’d on by the Bishops to meet in this 
State ; We beg leave to mention the City of New Haven as the Place, on 
St Luke’s Day the 18th of October next. Previous to our consulting the 
other Bishops on this subject, we shall wait your answer, which we wish 
may be as soon as is convenient. Should our request be complied with by 
our Father in Christ we should consider ourselves under the highest obli- 
gations to do every thing in our power to render him happy whilst among 
Sater God preserve our Episcopacy precious in his sight, and prosper the 
pious labors of his servants. d 


With every sentiment of respect 
and esteem, we are, 
Right Rev*’ Father in God. 
Your most obedient 


; And dutiful Sons 
Please to Shes pana sia ASHBEL BALDWIN. 
to the Rev ae WILLIAM SMITH. 
Ashbel Baldwin, 


PHILO SHELTON. 
Stratford. 
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The Right Rev*: Doctor White, Bishop of the Prot. Episcopal Church in 
the State of Pennsylvania. 


Pas 

Right Rev Sir. If you cannot make it convenient to gratify us, by 
convening the Bishops in Connecticut, We wish you 
to inform us the Time and place you shall appoint to 


consecrate the Bishop Elect.— 
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STRATFORD, July 20". 1797. 
Right Rev* Sir.— ee sulin! 
Your obliging favour has been duly received. Agreeable to your direc- 
tions I have wrote to Mr. Smith the President of the Committee, it is 
enclosed, which I will thank you to forward. Testimonials for the Bishop 
Elect have likewise been forwarded to Doctor Parker Boston, we expect a 
return in a few days when they will be sent to New York, & from thence 
to Philadelphia. The standing Committee meet again this week, to make 
some arrangements for the Bishops Consecration, you will hear from us 
soon. In the mean time believe me 
Right Revy* Sir to be with sentiments 
of great respect 
Your Most Obedient 
Humble Servant 


; ASHBEL B : 
Right Rev? Doctor White. resccotsee 


Right Rev* Sir. 

We had the pleasure of receiving your favors of date the 17th inst.— 
informing that it was agreeable to you to acceed to our wishes expressed 
to you concerning the consecration of the Bp. Elect for the State of Con- 
necticut—for which be pleased to accept of our thanks. The necessary 
Testimonials are already made out and forwarded to Dt Parker for the 
purpose of acquiring the signatures of the Committee of the Eastern 
States. Also, agreeable to your direction, Testimonials have been sent to 
the President of the Standing Committee to be signed by the Committee 
in Pennsylvania & N. Jersey. Howsoever soon we receive these Testi- 
monials properly authenticated, we will do ourselves the pleasure of giv- 
ing you timely information. 

We have the honor to be 
Right Rev* Sir 
Your most obed.' & 
Very Hum!. Servants 
WILLIAM SMITH. 
PHILO SHELTON. 


Norwalk. ASHBEL BALDWIN. 


July 25, 1797. 


STRATFORD, August 8th, 1797. 
Right Rev*’ Sir. te : 


Yours of the 31'* Ultimo is now before me, & I beg to mention the cir- 
cumstances that lead to the mistake refer’d to in your Letter. When I 


’ wrote to the Honob!. William Smith, the Committee were not together, & 
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upon looking over the list of the Standing Committee, I did not find 
Doctor Smith’s name as a Member from Pensylvania ; therefore concluded 
hastily, that it must be the Honorable William Smith, who was the Presi- 
dent, I gave the Letter under cover to you, to one of my Neighbors, who 
expected to set out in a few Days for Philadelphia. Three days after the 
Committee were together at Norwalk, who were made acquainted with 
what I had done; upon examination we discovered the mistake, & imme- 
diately wrote another Letter to yourself, & one to Doctor Smith, intend- 
ing to stop the Stage, take out the Testimonials from the Letter addressed 
to the Honorb!' Wm. Smith & inclose them in the one directed to Doctor 
Smith. But when the Stage came on, we found the Gentleman had put 
up the Letter in the bottom of his Trunk, & that it would take up so much 
time, that the passengers would not patiently wait; accordingly all the 
Letters went on, which has occasioned some delay & given unneces- 
sary trouble. The next morning to prevent any further delay in this 
business another letter was addressed to Doctor Smith enclosing the Testi- 
monials, requesting his assistance in procuring the necessary Signatures : 
That Letter was put immediately into the Mail, & I presume it must have 
reach’d Philadelphia before this Time. I have received the Testimonials 
sent to the Eastward, which have been signed by the Standing Committee 
in New England. They are forwarded to Doctor Moore in New York, 


with a request that he would have them sign’d by the Committee in that 
State, give them a speedy conveyance to the Committee in New Jersey & 
from thence to Bishop White. But in case the last Letter to Doctor Smith 
should not arrive, I have presumed to enclose the Testimonials again, will 
you be so obliging as to hand them to Doctor Smith or some one of the 
Committee. I hope Sir the necessary business for the consecration of our 
Bishop elect is in a fair train to be completed agreeable to the Canons of 
our Church. 

Be pleased Sir to excuse this long Letter and believe me with best 
wishes for your happiness. 

Your Friend and humble Servant 
ASHBEL BALDWIN. 

Right Rev*’ Doctor White. 


To the Right Rev’ Doctor White Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
church of the State of Pennsylvania. 

The Committee in the Name and by the desire of the Convention of this 
State beg leave to present their most affectionate and grateful acknowl- 
egdments for the polite and Christian attention you have manifested 
toward the Prostestant Episcopal Church in Connecticut.—Be assured 
Rey* Father the favour you have done us will ever be gratefull in our 
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remembrance and we pray that the pleasure of the Lord may ever prosper 
in your hands and that your Apostleship and Episcopacy may be always 
precious before God and acceptable to Men. 


PHILO SHELTON 


WILLIAM SMITH 3 
ASHBEL BALDWIN 
JOHN CANNON | 
PHILP. NICHOLS rs) 
Eri CurTIss 
Newhaven 
Oct 19" 1797 


APPENDIX IV. 


ADDRESS 
Of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the 
state of Connecticut, to the Right Rev. Doctor Abraham 
Jarvis, Bishop of the Diocese. 


REVEREND FATHER, 


We, the Presbyters and Lay Representatives of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, in the State of Connecticut, avail ourselves 
of the earliest opportunity, that could have been presented to 
us, to congratulate you, upon your elevation to the dignified 
station of a Bishop, in the Church of Christ. Most cordially, 
Sir, do we recognize you in that sacred character, and most 
readily do we receive you, as our Superintendent and Guide ; 
—promising with cheerfulness-and from a sense of duty to pay 
you all that respect and obedience, to which your office entitles 
you; and which, we are assured from the word of God, and 
the testimony of antiquity, was ever deemed to be due to the 
sacred Character with which you are invested. 

Joyful, Sir, as is the present occasion, which fills the Epis- 
copal Chair, yet, the solemn scene that has just been per- 
formed, irresistibly leads back our minds, in sad remembrance 
to him, whom, we have often seen, from that Altar breaking 
the Bread of Life, and have often heard from that Pulpit, 
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uttering the words of Peace. But, Sir, portentous to the 
Church, as was the moment, when the great disposer of events 
called to his reward, our late much revered Bishop, yet we 
trust, nay are confident, that your best abilities will be 
exerted, to mitigate the loss of that wisdom and zeal, for 
which, he was so highly distinguished. Whatever depends 
upon us to lighten the burden, which your office imposes 
upon you, shall be cheerfully contributed. Esteeming your 
personal character, as we unquestionably ought, and revering 
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the Authority, with which you are clothed, as we assuredly 
do, your Episcopate opens with a prospect of Peace and har- 
mony throughout your Diocese. This state of the Church is, 
at all times, devoutly to be wished; but perhaps, never more 
than at present, when unity is so necessary to render fruitless, 
all the attacks of infidelity and vice. May that divine spirit, 
who is the source of unity and love, continue to preserve this 
Church, under your Episcopate, in the most perfect Concord ; 
And may zeal for promoting virtue and religion, ever distin- 
guish the Bishop, the Clergy, and the Laity of the Church of 
Connecticut. 

New Haven, October 


1797. 


BISHOP JARVIS’S ANSWER. 


My REVEREND BRETHREN, 
Beloved in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I return you my sincere thanks for your affectionate address. 
Permit me to request you and the lay Gentlemen of the con- 
vention to accept my assurance of the warm and grateful affec- 
tions, with which I receive your declarations of personal regard 
and friendship. 

Your sentiments of the sacred office of a Bishop, perfectly 
accord with my own, and compel me to observe the restraint 
they lay upon me, from gratulating myself on being promoted 
to that dignified station. Your united judgment of the circum- 
stances, and situation of our church; and an unequivocal 
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assurance, that in your opinion, her exigencies, ina pressing 
manner require it ; were the prevalent reasons that overruled 
me, to acquiesce in your election to the office, with which I 
am now invested. 

Distinguished as our late revered Bishop was, for his eminent 
abilities ; and amiable for the ornaments of the christian ; the 
recent act performed in your sight, of consecrating a successor 
to the vacant chair, could not fail to recall 42m, with vigour 
to your remembrance. So interesting a-life, justified the 
strongest apprehensions, that his death was an omen of 
unhappy import to our church. Known unto God are all his 
works, in wisdom doth he dispose them all, and that unerring 
hand, which directeth the whole to his own glory, often strikes 
away all other props, to convince men, that in him alone is 
their unfailing strength. 

May a wise and gracious providence so order events, as to 
evince the rectitude of our intentions, and that our proceed- 
ings may be for his honour and the good of his church. 

Next to the guidance and protection of our all gracious 
head, I do, and must, rely on your friendship and benevolence, 
to prevent or remove, those difficulties and impediments, 
which, contemplated in prospect, filled me with diffidence, 
and caused a reluctance, which, even as yet, I have not been 
able wholly to surmount. Sensible I am that in me emphati- 
cally this treasure is lodged in an earthen vessel; from the 
divine aid and support, and the constant united assistance, of 
you my brethren, it is, that I can hope, in any measure, to do 
the duties of the office committed to my trust. Altho 
solicitude and anxious doubts abide me, yet while strengthened 
by these helps, I may solace my heart, that the important 
interests of that part of the church of christ, over which I am 
appointed to preside, will not materially suffer, so long as, by 
divine permission, the charge shall rest on me to superintend 
her weighty concerns. 

That the redeemer’s kingdom may flourish, the spirit of the 
Gospel prevail, and its laws be obeyed, is ever to be the object 
of our desires, and the subject of our prayers. To promote 
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so great awork, much depends on the exertions, and pious 
labours of the clergy. The assurance you give of these, and 
that you will ever study to cultivate the strictest harmony, and 
be ever ready with your best advice, as they are expressive of 
a well directed zeal, so are they satisfactory, and minister 
grounds of confidence, not to be drawn from any other source. 

Charity is the bord of perfectness: It is the cement which 
knits together the church ; in every member perfects the child 
of God, and completes the family of christ. 

As this virtue is the summary, and crown of christian 
graces, by cherishing it in our own breasts, and exercising it 
among ourselves, we shall shew, that we are the true disci- 
ples, and faithful ministers of christ, his peace, which passeth 
knowledge, shall keep our hearts and minds ; it will give 
energy to our labours & render us examples to our flocks. 

My future conduct, I trust, will manifest my real respect and 
sincere affections for you, and all, whom we serve in the 
Gospel of our Lord. In addition to your advice, and assist- 
ance, in our respective sacred labours; let our prayers be 
mutual for each other, that God will continue us, and his 
church, in his holy keeping; and enable both you and me to 
fulfill our ministry ; and that the people, especially committed 
to our charge, may be a mutual blessing, and a crown of 
rejoicing to us, and to each other, in the day when the Son of 
God shall appear in glory, to judge and to reward. 


ABRAHAM, Bp. Epl. ch. Connect. 
New Haven, Oct. 18, 1797. 


APPENDIX V. 


The Rev. Dr. Tillotson Bronson preached at the Convention 
on Wednesday, June 2d, 1813, in Christ Church, Stratford, a 
sermon upon ‘‘The Divine Institution and Perpetuity of the 
Christian Priesthood,’’ in memory of Bishop Jarvis. It thus 
sums up his character : 
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To those who were intimately acquainted with Bishop” 


Jarvis, it is well known, he possessed a good share of common 
human science, acquired in his youth; to which he added, 
which was of more importance in his station, as a Minister of 
Christ, a copious fund of theological knowledge. Few eminent 
divines of the Church of England, who lived and wrote in the 
last and preceding centuries, escaped his reading. He read 
them, not as a matter of amusement, but he thoroughly 
studied and digested their matter. In such a school, he was 
deeply impressed with all the great and fundamental do¢trines 
of Divine truth—the fall and original corruption of man—his 
consequent need of a Saviour, and the operations of divine 
grace, to revive the image of God in the soul, and quicken the 
spiritual life, were, with him, first principles in Christian 
theology. ‘To these he added a Trinity of persons in the God- 
head, and the divine institution of the Church, its ministers 
and ordinances, as means of grace. These he firmly believed 
were the doctrines of the Bible, of primitive Christianity, and 
of the early reformers. 

Thus settled in his faith, he listened not to novelties. He 
believed that whatever was new in Divinity, was, for that very 
reason, false. To improvements in human science, he was a 
friend ; while he believed that God had long since revealed 
everything necessary for man to know, believe, and do, in order 
to obtain salvation. Hence, nothing new was to be expected 
in theology. This rendered him an undeviating advocate for 
primitive usage and discipline in the Church. This he was, 
to such a degree, as to be thought by some too unyielding, 
too little disposed to accommodate the feelings of others. But 
those who knew him well were convinced, it was the pure 


effect of principle, and a sense of duty. He well knew the 
pernicious consequences of needless innovation, and the impos- 
ing air with which novelty too often captivates the unwary, 
and therefore wished to meet them on the threshold, and shut 
them out of the Church. 

The truth was he deliberated long and thoroughly, before 
he formed opinions ; and when they were formed, they became 
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principles of action, and were not readily changed. This isa 
trait of character that is of great worth, in the present state of 
the world, when innovations in civil polity are attempting to 
make their way into the Church of God. At such a time, 
persevering decision of character is of eminent use, to preserve 
order and regularity, and hence peace on earth and good will 
to men. Such, in the fullest sense of the word, was the 
character of Bishop Jarvis. His object, when settled, was 
ever in view. It was steadily pursued in his conduct. Con- 
vinced of its worth and importance, and trusting in the wisdom 
of Providence, he ever went on, undismayed by difficulties and 
obstructions that might come in his way. 

He entertained a becoming sense of the dignity of the cleri- 
cal character, and studied to promote it, in his words, in his 
actions, and in the measures he proposed and followed. He 
was indignant at meanness; at anything which might lower 
the sacred office, in the view of the world. As the ambassa- 
dors of the most high God, it was his sentiment that they 
should respect themselves ; and so condu¢t, that they might 
command the respect of others. 

Asa man, his talents were rather solid than showy. His 
discourses in the pulpit were marked by good sense and sound 
divinity, rather than fine conceits, or tricks of rhetoric. And 
as was his matter, so his manner of delivery—always grave, 
solemn, earnest, and frequently impressive, in a high degree. 
In proof of this, permit me to cite his address delivered to this 
body, at its last meeting. ca: 

The venerable appearance, the grave and solemn manner, in 
which these reflections were delivered, can but be remem- 
bered. Seals 

Though the Bishop, according to the direction of an Apostle, 
in doétrine, showed uncorruptness, gravity, and sincerity, both 
in public and private, in the Church, and in the friendly 
circle; yet was he affable, polite, and ready to converse on 
common topics, according to his company, and suited to 
occasions. We, my brethren of the clergy, can witness, that 
he was always fond of seeing us at his house ; that we were 
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there hospitably entertained. Few men enjoyed society more 
than he. His hours were distributed, as we well know, 
between domestic concerns, conversation, study, and acts of 
piety. Fond of the family circle, formal visits were infrequent. 
Correct in the matters of economy, he was domestic in his 
manners. He was resigned to the will of Providence ; patient 
under afflictions, of which he had his share in life ; not too 
much elated by prosperity ; always preserving a well-tempered 
equanimity. In fine, as a clergyman, he was correct in his 
sentiments ; as a member of society, a well-wisher to its order 
and peace. A tender husband, and an affectionate parent. 
Thus he lived, and at length, in a good old age, he has gone 
to that world from whence none return. 


Note BY THE REV. S. F. JARVIS. 


Other Reminiscences of my grandfather have come to mind since the 
delivery of the Address. One has, I believe, been already published, but 
I may introduce it as showing his tact. A young, vain and ambitious 
preacher asked Bishop Jarvis for his permission to omit the Ante-Com- 
munion Service, so as to allow him more time for his sermon. The Bishop 
replied, ‘‘If you can write anything better than the Ten Commandments 
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or the Gospel of our Lord and the Epistles of His inspired Apostles, do so 
by all means.”’ 


. 


Among the articles in the Centenary Loan Exhibit was a Snuff Box, 
owned by Miss Harriet Jarvis, formerly of Cheshire, who believed it to be, 
according to tradition, Mrs. (Ann) Jarvis’s. The history of it was this: 
Bishop Jarvis was a great snuffer. On one occasion he was conversing with 
anintimate friend, who said, ‘‘ Bishop, do you know how many times you 
have taken snuff since we began our conversation?’ ‘‘Why—no,’’ said 
the Bishop, ‘‘I am not conscious that I have taken it even once.’’ ‘‘You 
have taken it so many times,’”’ said he, naming a large number. My 
grandfather was so surprised that he threw aside his box and, resolved 
not to be under the power of it, never used it again. In all probability 
Mrs. Jarvis put the box away, and as she died in Cheshire, one can account 
for its having descended to Miss Jarvis, of that town, with the tradition 
of its having belonged to the Bishop’s wife. 


RIGHT REVEREND ABRAHAM JARVIS, D.D., LL.D. 


Second Bishop of Connecticut. 


Consecrated Trinity Church, New Haven, Sept. 18, 1797. TRINITY CHURCH, NEW HAVEN. 


From a water color painted by his son, Rev. Samuel F, Jarvis, D.D. Owned by his grandson, 


Rev. S. F. Jarvis First Building, 1752. 
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BERKELEY 


In the fall of 1883 I entered the Berkeley Divinity 
School to begin my preparation for Holy Orders. The 
three years I spent there were the happiest of my adult 
life. For the first time I was associated with men who 
were congenial, whose interests were the same as my own 
and with whom therefore I could converse freely on 
subjects of common interest. Up to this time I had never 
had any friends in the complete sense of the word. Those 
with whom I had associated, whether in college or else- 
where, were uninterested in the things that interested 
me. I remember being greatly amused when I was about 
nineteen years old in talking with a young woman some 
years my senior and of much greater social experience. 
She asked me what I was reading and I replied that I was 
reading just then Macaulay’s History. “That sort of 
thing does not pay,” she said; “I used to read books of 
that sort, but I found that nobody cared about such sub- 
jects.” I had found that, too, but I had gone my own 
way nevertheless. Now when I plunged into theological 
studies I found men who were reading the same books 
and were eager to talk of the same subjects, and my 
life experienced a new joy, the joy of communication. 

I was much better prepared for my new studies than 
most of the men I met; that is, I had a much broader 


background of knowledge. My deficiency in technical 


~ knowledge, which had counted against me in college, did 


not matter here; while my years of broad reading pre- 
pared me to take up the new subjects that the Seminary 
presented with a good deal of intelligence. 

It was extremely fortunate for me that this was so, 
for it enabled me to work on the new subjects in an in- 
dependent way. I was used to working outside the class 
and the class books, and seeking to master the subject in 
hand, if it interested me, and not in seeking merely to 
satisfy the requirements of recitation and examination. 
In fact, the latter course would have got me nowhere 
intellectually, for the course of studies at Berkeley was, 
intellectually speaking, utterly inadequate. To have con- 
fined myself to the required work of the classes would 
have turned me out a theological ignoramus. There was 
but one course in the Seminary that was intellectually of 
any account; that was Dr. Binney’s course in Hebrew. 
Aside from that, the instructors were incompetent in 
their subjects. As this made class preparation a trifling 
matter, I had abundant time to study on the lines of my 
own interests, and to supplement the dreary class in- 
struction with wide reading. 
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Berkeley was the creation of Bishop John Williams, a 
most notable character with whom I am very glad to 
have been associated. I had known something of him as 
a boy, as he was several times at our house in Middle 
Haddam, and his mother had visited there. He was a 
great figure in the Church for many years, perhaps its 
most influential bishop; in part of my time at Berkeley 
he was presiding bishop. He was a man of commanding 
presence, very tall and graceful, of great dignity and re- 


fined and cultured address. He was a very attractive 
preacher, especially when he dispensed with manuscript 
and simply talked to us. I have never known a more 
fascinating teacher in the sense that he could present a 
subject with absolute lucidity and with great persuasive- 
ness. His classes were a delight, for by his skill in pres- 
entation and illustration he never failed to interest one. 
He taught constantly while I was in Berkeley and shaped 
most of his students in his own mould. That mould, un- 
fortunately, was a very narrow one—the mould of the 
most provincial type of Anglicanism. While recognising 
his greatness as a teacher, I was able to resist the fascina- 
tion of his personality and in consequence was very 
slightly influenced by what he taught. “Connecticut 
churchmanship,” as it was called, did not at all appeal to 
me, and I declined to be led that way—with conse- 
quences that might have been unfortunate, but in the 
end were quite the reverse. _ 

It is difficult to describe just what “Connecticut 
churchmanship” meant. It was intended, I think, to rep- 
resent the position held by what are called the “Caro- 


line Divines,” the position, that is, of the leaders of the. 


Church of England in the Stuart period in their reaction 
against the Calvinism of the extreme men of the Refor- 
mation period. It was a swing back from Protestant 
tendencies toward a more Catholic position. But it could 
hardly be said that Bishop Williams and those who agreed 
with him were High Churchmen in the sense that An- 
drews and Laud were. “Connecticut churchmanship” 
displayed a hearty contempt for Protestantism, especially 
of the Puritan variety; and it was animated by a very 
hearty hatred of Rome and all things which were 


thought to savour of it. The three outstanding representa- 
tives of the position in the American Church in the 
eighties-were Bishop Williams himself, Bishop Doane of 
Albany, and Bishop Coxe of Western New York. I fancy 
they were the controlling power in the House of Bishops. 
Bishop Potter of New York was later associated with 
them. The presiding bishop before Bishop Williams was 
Lee of Delaware, who, one gathered, was pretty well 
under the control of the triumvirate, though himself 


an Evangelical. Bishop Doane was regarded as a little 
more “advanced” than the others. He was regarded as 
the representative of the High Church party. It has been 
one of the misfortunes of that party that it has always 
been thought to be represented in the House of Bishops 
by bishops who were in no real sense High Churchmen, 
with the consequence that these assumed leaders were 
put on committees as the representatives of a party in the 
Church that they did not really represent—in fact, in 
crises quite misrepresented it. 

Bishop Coxe was one of these. He had in early days of 
his ministry been rather more advanced than he was 
later. He had published at some early time a book of 
poems with a frontispiece representing an altar with 
candles and so on. Later when he was inclined to sup- 
press the use of candles in his diocese, this was held up to 
him ‘and the culprits alleged that they were only follow- 
ing the example of their bishop. That, however, did not 
save them from episcopal rebuke. Bishop Coxe’s father 
was some sort of Protestant minister, and after the son 
came into the Church they both presided over congrega- 
tions in the same town, and not far from one another. 
The name was in reality Cox. It was said that the mail of 


the father and the son was liable to get mixed, and that 
in consequence the son added the “e” to his name. It was 
told that someone calling at the parsonage of the father 
and asking for Dr. Cox was introduced into the presence 
of the older man; the visitor explained that he had made 
a mistake—that he wanted the younger man. “Oh,” said 
Dr. Cox, “if you want Dr. Coxe, he is around the corner 
saying his prayers in his night-shirt.” 

I gathered that these three bishops had been to a con- 
siderable extent attracted to the Oxford Movement in 
its earliest stage, but that they had been frightened into 
a reactionary position by the departure of Newman. 
Hereafter they were terribly afraid of anything which 
savoured of “Romanism,” and were very bitter against 
“Roman practices.” Yet they never went back to Evan- 
gelicalism. They maintained that they were the true 
High Churchmen—that they were the exponents of the 
true Anglican position. As they understood it, it was a 
very narrow and untenable position—it was very much 
like standing on the top of a fence: one was pretty sure 
to fall off one side or the other sooner or later. It was a 
position characterised by Catholicity of teaching and 
timidity in practice. It seemed to me, as I came to un- 
derstand it, a religion of fear. We were taught that it 
was theoretically quite right to pray for the dead; but 
that in practice it was dangerous to do so, as one might 
pray for the wrong person; so it was better to say noth- 
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ing about it. We were taught that the priest had the 
power of absolution and that therefore auricular confes- 
sion was possible, but that the dangers of private con- 
fession were so great that one ought not to go save in 
some emergency. 


Of course, all ceremonial was strictly prohibited. The 
Berkeley students were never permitted to wear cottas 
in the Seminary chapel or when they went out as lay- 
readers. There were no lights, and, of course, no vest- 
ments. The clergy in chapel wore what were irreverently 
called ‘‘a surplice and legs”—that is, long surplices reach- 
ing to the floor and open in front so that when their 
wearers walked up the aisle the surplices streamed out 
behind. There was no cassock—one professor adopted 
one while I was in the Seminary, but it was thought ex- 
treme. A black stole was always worn. I recall an amus- 
ing incident in this connection. Dr. Binney had his 
black stole attached to his surplice in some way so that 
when he put on the surplice he had only to draw the 
stole over his shoulders. On one occasion—it was S. Pat- 
rick’s Day—Dr. Binney failed to see his stole and there- 
fore put on a second one and came into chapel with one 
stole hanging down his back and another over his shoul- 
ders. At supper that night a very matter-of-fact student 
asked, ‘““Why did Binney wear two stoles this evening?” 
and was told that it was because it was S. Patrick’s Day, 
and that the old Celtic use required it. The student was 
quite satisfied! | 

Well, after this excursion, let us get back to the stud- 
ies at Berkeley. Bishop Williams taught a number of 
things and taught them extremely well—but most of 
them were not worth teaching. The only subject that 
was of real importance as it was taught was the fifth book 
of Hooker—the exposition of that gave one a real grip 
on the theology of the Incarnation. Beside that there 
were lectures on the history of the Reformation in which 
that movement was seen quite inaccurately through 


Anglican spectacles. There was a course that was called 
Apologetics, but was nothing worth listening to. There 
was a very funny course on the Prayer Book which con- 
sisted mostly of stories illustrating mistakes that might 
be, and had been, made in rendering the Offices—but 
nothing that could by any stretch of the imagination be 
called liturgics. In fact, I cannot remember that there 
was any instruction as to how to say Mass. I left Berkeley 
quite ignorant of this subject and had to pick up knowl- 
edge after I was ordained. I wish I had made notes of the 
course, especially of the stories. The only one I remem- 
ber is one concerning the then Bishop of Ohio, Bedell. 


Bishop Bedell was a violent Low Churchman. Bishop 
Williams told of a visit to him during which he attended 
a Communion Service celebrated by Bishop Bedell. The 
Bishop celebrated standing behind the altar facing the 
people, which was a little unusual in those days. After 
the service he asked Bishop Williams how he liked his 
manner of celebrating. Bishop Williams replied that he 
did not like it at all, and that he knew of but one other 
person who celebrated in that way. “Who is that?” 
asked Bedell. “The Pope,” replied Williams, to the great 
distress of Ohio. The gossip was that Bishop Bedell was 
much “influenced,” shall we say, by Mrs. Bedell. She 
looked after his mail when he was from home, and was 
reported to have answered a letter from a country rec- 
tor asking for a confirmation appointment: “We do not 
make country visitations oftener than once in three 
years.”’A clerical meeting is described during which there 
was a discussion on the subject of confirmation. After 
the discussion had gone on for some time a feminine 
voice from the back of the church was heard saying: “I 


have always understood that one joined the Catholic 
Church when one was baptised; and that when one was 
confirmed one joined the Protestant Episcopal Church.” 
That naturally settled and ended the discussion. While 
on the subjects of bishops’ wives, I may give another 
illustration. The wife of the bishop of a certain mid- 
west diocese, learning that her husband had accepted an 
invitation to preach in a very High Church parish, said 
to him as he was leaving: “If they have incense, Alex, 
you come right out.” I do not remember whether the 
bishop was obedient. 

The most objectionable course that Bishop Williams 
conducted was one on the Eucharist. We were supposed 
to study the book of one Trevor in which it was held 
that the Presence in the Eucharist was the Presence of 
the dead Christ. As I loathed the book I never really 
studied it; I never made out what was the point of the 
doctrine, though the impression at Berkeley was that by 
holding it you in some way managed to make Eucharistic 
adoration impossible. I never could myself see how that 
could be, as even if the Presence were of the dead Christ, 
His humanity would still be united with the Godhead 
and the divine Person present would be an object of 
worship. But as there is no dead Christ to be present, the 
doctrine was most likely some variant of Calvinism. I 
have seen somewhere the doctrine well characterised as a 
“profane and indeed impossible heresy.” Those of us who 
knew any theology were rather nervous at the examina- 
tion for ordination, lest we should be questioned on this 
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doctrine. I just missed it. Looking back over the three 
years spent under Bishop Williams, I find that there was 
nothing worth while got out of it, save the analysis of 


Hooker, and a good deal that was worse than useless. 
Most of the men, greatly impressed by the bishop’s per- 
sonality and manner of instruction, went out to repeat 
what they had been taught. They were conservative, 
prejudiced, unintelligent Anglicans. That was what 
“Connecticut churchmanship” amounted to, and Bishop 
Williams kept his diocese manned with clergy of that 
type. An occasional “Broad” got in, but there was small 
chance for anyone whose “height” exceeded that of the 
diocesan authority. 

In my time S. Andrew’s, Stamford, was looked on as 
the “high church” of the diocese. It was there that I first 
was privileged to see a service that could be called Cath- 
olic. I suppose now that Dr. Braithwaite was not what we 
should think at all extreme, but he stood for extremity 
in Connecticut at that time. One other parish had a 
similar reputation—a parish in Hartford of which Pro- 
fessor McCook was rector. I was never there, but there 
was a good deal of talk about it, as the rector had re- 
cently invited Dr. Ewer of S. Ignatius’, New York, to 
preach there and he had been inhibited by Bishop Will- 
iams. This incident enables one to measure the distance 
the Church has moved in the succeeding years. 

The senior professor at Berkeley was the Reverend 
Thomas Coit, D.D. He had been for many years a 
prominent figure in the Church, had been, if I am not 
mistaken, presiding officer of the House of Deputies. He 
died the summer after I entered Berkeley. He was the 
sort of character produced, I suppose, nowhere outside 
the Anglican communion. He was tremendously well 
read—his library must have contained nearly twenty 
thousand volumes, and apparently he had read them all. 
If you took up any book the chances were that you 
would find it carefully annotated. His theological posi- 
tion was much that of Bishop Williams. We did not treat 
him very well and I have often regretted it, as I know he 
felt it. His lectures were dry to the limit and we spent 
our time in class, when we went, in reading or getting up 
our lessons. At times we interested ourselves in his lec- 
tures enough to note whether he would get in a whack 
at both Papists and Protestants—no matter what his 
subject, even if it were as remote as the wanderings of 
the Israelites in the Desert, in some way he would manage 
to lead the subject around to his enemies. He had various 
means of attack that he would recommend to us: “If 
you want to bother a Baptist,” he would say, and then 
would follow what one was to do. In his earlier days he 


had been a famous controversialist, and had written a 
book on the Puritans which had a certain vogue. He used 
to tell us with glee of some critic who had spent endless 
time in going over his references trying to trip him up— 
“I will catch the damned rascal yet,” he reported the 
critic to have said. He once got into a newspaper con- 
troversy with a Presbyterian minister on the subject of 
orders; after many letters had been written the Presby- 
terian said that Dr. Coit’s mind reminded him of a gar- 
ret: you went in to get something, but before you found 
it a mass of rubbish fell down and buried you. That was 
not a bad description: he had accumulated vast masses 
of information, but seemed to lack a discriminating sense 
as to values. 

The department of New Testament exegesis was pre- 
sided over by Dr. Gardiner. He was quite out of sym- 
pathy, ecclesiastically speaking, with other members of 


the faculty. His sympathies were in the direction of the 
Broads—he had been touched by German criticism and 
would have been classed along with such men as Alford 
and Stanley. He was, however, not at all radical so far as 
his class teaching was concerned; indeed, Bishop Williams 
would not have tolerated anyone who was in any direc- 
tion radical. One learned nothing under Dr. Gardiner. 
One was permitted to take a commentary into class and 
read one’s translation from that. I always carried Alford 
along with me. The examinations were a farce; we took 
our New Testaments in with us and made our transla- 
tion from them, We were also permitted to take in our 
pipes! Dr. Gardiner was a pleasant genial personality who 
did his best to cultivate the men individually. He had 
some of us there to supper every week. At the beginning 
of the fall term he always had the entering class to sup- 
per and regaled them on Welsh rarebit; the upper class- 
men watched the next morning to see how many of them 
would appear—the victims were usually quite numerous. 
He used to furnish cigars at these suppers, and on one 
occasion he called up the stairs to his daughter, ““Henri- 
etta, bring down the cigars.” The unexpected question 
came back: “The students’ cigars, papa?” We used fur- 


tively to deposit the ‘students’ cigars” in the grate and 
y P g & 


substitute our own. 

The department of Hebrew and Old Testament 
exegesis was under Dr. Binney. I have already spoken of 
my relations with Dr. Binney as my rector and helper in 
my studies. He was really a very competent scholar, and 
I have always regretted that he never could be induced 
to write anything. I think that he might have been of a 
good deal of use to the Church just at that time. We 
were in the heat of the evulution controversy and of the 
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asserted conclusions of the Higher Criticism. There was 
danger that the clergy should be led by ignorant teach- 
ers to an obscurantist position, as in fact many of them 
were. Dr. Binney knew his subject and made us see that 
the real danger of the time was not in accepting the 
conclusions of criticism in regard to the Old Testament, 
but in foreclosing the questions that were raised. He 
taught us, as least he taught me, to see that the principles 
of the Higher Criticism were firmly settled and that one 
must of necessity accept them; but that it did not at all 
follow from that acceptance that one was committed to 
all the conclusions that individual criticism drew from 
the application of the principles. I had already in college 
accepted evolution in principle; I was now able to see my 
way in the matter of criticism. After one had got prop- 
erly orientated toward the critical question, one could 
feel one’s way along without fear that one was endanger- 
ing one’s religion. 

Dr. Binney’s unfortunate limitation was that he was 
no teacher. With a great body of information to impart 
he had no capacity to impart it. Consequently his lec- 
tures on Old Testament interpretation were very dull 
indeed, and with most of the men got nowhere. His 
method was bad, and his manner was worse. This was 
in a measure due to an unconquerable bashfulness which 
severely limited his usefulness. He wanted to help the 
men and was ready to take any amount of trouble to do 
so, but he did not know how. He had us at his house a 
good deal, but he did not know how to talk to us. I 
knew him so well that this made no difference to me. I 
could always go to him and talk frankly with him and 
he was most helpful. I look back on my relations with 
him and his delightful wife as among the best memories 
of this time. 

The remaining member of the faculty, Dr. William 
Alan Johnson, was a very good illustration of a man out 
of place. I do not know what his right place in the 
Church would have been, but it was certainly not that 
of a teacher. He had the same sort of limited Anglican 
reading as the bishop and Dr. Coit had, though in a less 
degree. It fell to him to teach homiletics: but he could 
neither preach nor teach others to preach. He also con- 
ducted a class on the Thirty-nine Articles, using as text- 
book a work by Bishop Brown of Winchester, a quite 
hopelessly dull book. I thought it not a very honest book, 
as it taught that the early Christians did not teach what, 
as a matter of fact they did teach—such doctrines and 
practices as are involved in the Real Presence and the 
invocation of saints, I waded through the book, but 
really studied the Articles in the pages of Bishop Forbes. 


The chapel services as conducted by these professors in 
long surplices and black stoles were not very enlivening 
or inspiring. They took turns in preaching, but none of 
them could preach except the bishop. When he came it 
was a treat, even though he sometimes took occasion to 
attack High Church doctrines and practices. Character- 
istically, Professor Johnson opened his career as preacher 
to a chapel full of students with a sermon on the Church- 
ing of Women. There was a famous sermon of Dr. Coit’s 
which made its appearance once in three years, and 
which was always looked forward to with joy by the 
students, who knew of it by tradition from their pred- 
ecessors, and with nervousness by members of the fac- 


ulty. It concerned the serpent in the Garden of Eden and 
explained to us that the serpent was not originally a 
snake as we knew snakes, but that it was a winged crea- 
ture who flitted about among the Eden trees and sang 
with an exceeding sweet voice like the voice of a nightin- 
gale! Its snake-form was due to the curse that it in- 
curred through its malicious activity. I can still see Dr. 
Binney squirming in his stall when the text was given 
out, and the joy that filled the souls of the students as 
the sermon developed. 

Up to the time of leaving college I had read no theol- 
ogy. The following summer J thought I ought to get to 
work and looked about for theological books. I do not 
know how I came to choose Garbett’s Dogmatic Faith, 
but I fell in with it some way. It is curious that often a 
book which is often of itself a poor performance, if it 
falls into one’s hands at the right moment proves of last- 
ing value. It was so with this book of Garbett’s; I have 
tried to read it since and found it a hopeless perform- 
ance. But there was in it just what I wanted at the time. 
I got into my head what a dogma is at just the time I 
needed to know. A dogma, I learned, “‘is a positive truth 
positively expressed,” and that definition has stuck to me 
ever since. It was so fastened that all the quantities of 
nonsense I have since read in abuse of dogma have left 
me cold. As I look back at the books that influenced me 
during that first year of my theological studies, I feel 
that I was very fortunate in my choice. In addition to 
Garbett I read “Palmer on the Church,” which cleared 
up a number of things for me. I followed this with 
Forbes on the Thirty-nine Articles, which enabled me 
to avoid the very limited and provincial theology of 
Bishop Brown. Medd’s “The One Mediator” was most 
helpful, and above all, Wilberforce on the Eucharist in- 
itiated me into the Catholic doctrine of the Sacrament. 
None of these books have I since read with the excep- 
tion of Forbes; I fancy that Palmer would not seem to 
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me now what it did then. The point is that coming at 
the beginning of my theological reading they set me on 
the right track and prevented me from falling a victim 
to the type of theology that was prevalent at Berkeley. 

Aside from my reading, the chief influence as well as 
the chief happiness of these three years came from the 
friends that I made. The chief of these was William 
Walter Webb now (1931) Bishop of Milwaukee. The 
friendship that grew up between us has lasted all the 
years and is still fresh today. Webb was two years ahead 
of me in the Seminary. He was only a few months older 
than myself. He had passed through the University of 
Pennsylvania in a scientific course, and then determin- 
ing to study for orders had entered Trinity College in 
the classical course. He was a Philadelphian and had 
there been influenced by Dr. Henry Percival, who for 
years was one of the outstanding Catholics of the 
Church. Webb came to Berkeley as a thoroughly in- 
formed Catholic and was able to advise me in many 
ways. My intentions were good, but I was very ignorant 
in the details of Catholic theory and practice. Webb was 
a member of a small group of Berkeley men who called 
themselves the “Oriels.” They most of them graduated 
the year before I entered. Among them were the present 
Bishop of Albany, Nelson, and Westcott, who late 
wrote a book of the Catholic faith which had a wide 
influence. Booth, who died young as rector of -a parish 


in Bridgeport, was another of the group—a -most bril- 
liant fellow of whom we hoped great things. I knew 
most of the group later on; they were all at the time 
fighting Catholics and their influence in Berkeley had 
been strong. Webb was the only member with me in the 
Seminary. He helped me out in such matters as prayers 
for the dead and fasting communion. His mother had 
taken a house in Middletown and I was there a good 
deal. Mrs. Webb was a most delightful Christian woman. 
When the talk at breakfast tended to become critical of 
persons, she would intervene with “Why mention 
that?”, which would calm us down. Webb’s sister Anne, 
now Mrs. Leads, also became a life-long friend. 

Other Berkeley men with whom I became very in- 
timate were Newton, who recently was rector of Hyde 
Park, New York, and Maurice Cowl, who has since 
joined the Roman Communion. The four of us formed 
rather a closely united set, meeting almost daily. Webb 
was wont to gather a number of men at his house on Sat- 
urday afternoon for a service of preparation for the 
Communion. We also-got permission to use the chapel 
for Compline, in which we were sometimes, especially in 
Lent, joined by other men. It was the custom for the 


four of us to come to my rooms after Compline, where 
we settled the affairs of the Church and planned its 
future reform! Those were delightful hours and I think 
that I got more help out of them than from any other 
one source at Berkeley. 

There were, of course, many shades of churchmanship 
among the students, though I think there was no one 
who would now be counted a Modernist. The bulk were 
“Connecticut Churchmen,” formed by Bishop Will- 
iams, as was natural, We who departed from the stand- 
ard were regarded with suspicion. Nevertheless we were 
all friends; I look back on all my classmates as helping 
to make Berkeley a delightful place. 

As the three years’ course drew to a close the question 
arose, what was to become of me in the ministry? Bishop 
Williams made no sign. I fancy that I was not altogether 
in his good books: I never have succeeded in being at- 
tractive to bishops. I was offered a curacy in Buffalo at 
the salary of six hundred a year; and when I spoke to the 
Bishop about it, he advised my acceptance, saying that 
that was as good as he could do for me, which was 
equivalent to a dismissal from the diocese. I accordingly 
accepted, but a letter from my proposed rector revealed 
that he was a Broad Churchman, and I therefore with- 
drew my acceptance. I told the Bishop and showed him 
the letter I had received; he approved of my withdrawal, 
but offered nothing. A classmate, Brown, had taken the 
head-mastership of a school in Colorado, and asked me 
to join him; I accepted that, but as it was not open till 
fall, I, on the suggestion of a friend that Dr. Vibbert, 
who had been my rector in my boyhood and was now 
rector of S. James’, Chicago, was in search of a curate, 
wrote to him and was offered the position at S. James’ 
for the summer. I accordingly left after graduation for 
the West. My total impression of Berkeley was that it 
was no place to get an education, if one were to depend 
on the faculty for it, but that it was the best possible 
place if one depended on one’s own efforts. As the time 
required for class preparation was almost negligible, one 
had all the time there was for study on one’s own lines. 
I think I may say that I wasted very little time. I did 


not go at all into society and spent all my time in read- 
ing and study save the delightful and helpful hours that 
I spent with my student friends. I came out of the Sem- 
inary pretty well equipped intellectually for my work, 
but utterly unequipped otherwise. I had everything to 
learn in the way of pastoral work and preaching; that I 
got on as well as I did is a marvel. 

I was ordered deacon by Bishop Williams on the sec- 
ond of June, 1886, in Holy Trinity Church, Middle- 
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town. The annual ordination at Berkeley was always 
held in the parish church, which was put at the disposal 
of the bishop for that purpose. I had for some time been 
in charge of the chapel altar, a charge which chiefly re- 
quired that I look after the altar vessels—see that they 
were prepared and properly cleansed after the celebra- 
tion, a charge of some importance as there were no 
ablutions. In pursuance of this charge I prepared the 
altar in the parish church at the ordination and as I 
bowed, as I was accustomed, in passing the altar, I 
aroused, as I afterward heard, criticism from some of 
the assembled clergy. ‘Was that the sort of religion that 
was being taught at Berkeley?” it was asked. I mention 
this trifling matter because it shows how far we have 
moved in a few years. 

Of course, ceremonial had been one of the live sub- 
jects of discussion among the Berkeley students, who 
represented all sorts of churchmanship. It could hardly 
be said that there was any ceremonial about the chapel 
services. There were of course no vestments, and each 
priest celebrated very much as he chose; but of course 
none chose anything like Catholic ceremonial. Most of 
the professors said the Mass at the middle of the altar 


without moving from that ‘position. The Bishop always 
began at the “north end” and gradually worked around 
to the middle. The few students who were considered 
“ritualists,” of whom I was one, were so considered. be- 
cause we turned to the east in Gloria and Creed, rever- 
enced the altar, and made the sign of the Cross. The last 
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piece of ceremonial was considered “going very far” and 
made us marked men. When ordination approached the 
much debated question was whether the ordinands were 
going to have cassocks, and whether any would have a 
white stole! I, of course, as an extreme man had both. 

I wish I had a picture of a Berkeley procession on a 
day of ordination, as it moved through the grounds to 
the church. There was ceremonial, if you please! Sur- 
plices and cassocks, and surplices and legs (the latter 
predominating); black stoles and white. Once in my 
time we were astonished, even thrilled, by the appear- 
ance among the very varied head-covering of the pro- 
cession of a biretta! That was a daring soul who first 
wore a biretta at Berkeley. I would that I might com- 
memorate him by name. Bishop Williams, of course, al- 
ways wore a magpie, but with reduced sleeves so that it 
was rather a graceful garment and became him. Out of 
chapel he wore an apron and gaiters, which were re- 
garded as very English. A weird rumour went about 
that on some occasion in Scotland, he had worn a white 
stole; but no one dared ask him about it. 

It fell to me to read the Gospel at the ordination, I 
fancy because I was the oldest member of the class. Curi- 
ously, I am unable to recall who preached the ordination 
sermon or what it was about. I preached my first sermon 
on the following Sunday at All Saints Chapel. It was 
Whitsunday. I think that the sermon contained a whole 
course of Catholic theology and that I have been draw- 
ing on it ever since. After a brief visit with Ernest Magill 
in Newport, I left for my new work in Chicago, 
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THE PRESIDING BISHOP. 


The cry of “the sons of the prophets 
that were at Bethel” rings in our ears and 
rises to our lips: ““Know ye not that the 
Lord hath taken away our master from 
our head to-day?” And we know it, and 
from murmurings and complainings we 
“hold our peace,” because the old man 
rests from his labors and from the pa- 
tient weariness of his long illness. But 
we cannot hold our peace from the 
record of the grateful and loving re- 
membrance of God’s great gift of him to 
this American Church. 

John Williams, Bishop of Connecticut, 
and Presiding Bishop, has been master 
to us allin an unwonted degree. I speak, 
I am quite sure, the feeling of all the 
bishops in our House, who knew him in 
his presence among us, in his presiding 
over us, and in his prime of influence 
and power, when I say that we counted 
him our master in all the ways in which 
men look up to, and are led by, a master- 
ly man, Whatever may have been true 
of those who have gone before, or what- 
ever may be true of those who shall come 
after him in the office of Presiding Bish- 
op, he presided, he occupied the seat of 
rule and honor, not merely by the acci- 
dent of seniority of consecration, but by 
eminent and evident fitness. He succeed- 
ed to the position of primacy on the death 
of the late Bishop of Delaware, in 1887. 
Before that he was “the presiding officer” 
in the House of Bishops, having been 
elected as its first chairman when that 
office was created in 1883. And by the 
same common consent that made him the 
presiding officer of the House, he was 
hailed as the Presiuing Bishop, naturally, 
when the Bishop of Delaware died. 

Consecrated in 1851, the fifty-fourth 
bishop in the line of the American suc- 
cession, he had well-nigh filled out the 
half century of one of the most dis- 
tinguished episcopates in our American 
Church. I am glad to be among those 
who recall his presence and Lis power 
in the fulness of his strength. No man 
of all our 190 bishops can be counted his 
superior, as a theologian and canonist, 
and a teacher of the truth. As his splen- 
did figure towered among his brethren, 
there was not a “goodlier person than 
he’; and his stature, like that of the old 
king of Israel, “higher from his shoulders 
up than any of the people,” was the 
physical parable of the intellectual fact. 
His clear mind, thoroughly trained and 
furnished in the Queen of sciences, the- 
ology, in Holy Scriptures, in canon law, 
in history, ecclesiastical and secular, in 
the classics anu in English literature, 
had in it a marvellous power of memory, 
and that rare quick-wittedness which in- 
stantly, without need of reference or 
study, had all resources at its immedi- 
ate command. And when he spoke, it 
was with the force of concise and crystal 
statement, out of boundless resources of 
accumulated knowledge, in the undefiled 
English which he had learned in the 
study of the great beginners and builders 
of the English language. An old-fash- 
ioned gentleman, a scholar whose scholar- 


215 


ship was burnished and kept bright by 
the continuous habit of teaching, a 
preacher of directness and force and sim- 
plicity and courage, ‘an Anglican di- 
vine,’ moulded in the pattern of the 
fathers of the English Reformation, such 
a theologian as few men are in our times, 
and steeped and imbued with the tradi- 
tions and characteristics of the American 
episcopate, there has gone out with him, 
from this life, a store of associations and 
recollections and _ illustrations, whose 
gathering would have made a chapter of 
intensest interest in our Church history. 
Only the third in the line as Bishop of 
Connecticut from Seabury, consecrated 
one hundred and fifteen years ago, his 
death breaks the last and the most 
brilliant link between the present and the 
past of our Church in America. 


Connecticut has loved and honoured 
him and always will love and honour 
him, as it has the right to do, for he 
honoured and loved the old diocese, and 
felt himself, before all other relations, its 
chief pastor. So that for years and years, 
until the old hand was held back f-om 
any needless words, he signed his official 
papers, “J. Williams, Bishop of Connecti- 
cut and Presiding Bishop.” And while 
for the last few years he has been witn- 
held by physical infirmity from the ac- 
tive exercise of his diocesan episcopate, 
the old love between him and his clergy 
and people lingered and lived on, ever 
since, to his infinite relief and satisfac- 
tion, one who had been son and brother 
to him came to snare, and finally to take, 
all the toils and labors of his office. “I 
am sorry I ai. not Bishop Williams,” his 
beloved coadjutor said to an old Church- 
woman at a parish reception the other 
day; and, to Bishop Brewster’s great de- 
light, the answer was, “And so are we.” 

And the Episcopal Church in America 
will love and honour him for his wisdom 
as counsellor, for his mastership as ruler, 
for his soundness and thoroughness in all 
godly and good learning, for his wisdom 
and power as a bishop, for his conserva- 
tive catholicity as a teacher of divinity, 
for the benefaction of his service as the 
founder and chief teacher in one of its 
schools of theology, and for the imprint 
of the most intelligent and loyal Church- 
manship whicu, through the large num- 
ber of clergy trained in the Berkeley 
School, he has left for all time upon the 
Church. 

And then, nearer and closer comes the 
love in which we held him, who were near 
and close to him in the personal in- 
timacies of affection. Never was there 
more genial and gracious companion than 


he. Never man was fuller than he of 
all that makes communication among 
men intelligent and attractive. And 


whether in the delightful vein of literary 
recollections, or in his rare humor, or in 
his personal reminiscences, or in his 
wealth of illustrations on all subjects 
that men love to talk of, or in the gra- 
ciousness of his personal manner, he was, 
to young and old, the most choice and 
cherished companion. 

It is thirty-five years since first he 
made me welcome to his diocese, as the 


rector of St. John’s church, Hartford; 
and from that time on, year by year, and 
more and more, he has been father, 
brother and friend to me. And I count 
it among the chief privileges and refresh- 
ments of my life as a bishop, to have had 
close association with him in work and 
thought, in the counsels and committees 
of our House, in the great commissions 
of Prayer Book revision and of work up- 
on the constitution, in the adjustment of 
our Mexican troubles, and in all the great 
subjects which have occupied the mind of 
this Church during the last years. And 
later on, as his representative in the con- 
duct of our missionary work, as his as- 
sessor in the House of Bishops, and in 
the incessant communication and corre- 
spondence between us, which, however 
official in its character, had always the 
touch of personal love, the sense comes 
closely home to me to-day, not only that 
“a prince and a great man has fallen pate? 
our “Israel,” but that one of the tender- 
est traditions of my life, and one of its 
closest ties, is severed. I may, I think, 
without impropriety quote now, what un- 
til his lips were sealed I could not speak 
of, and which will be kept among my 
household treasures, the note that he sent 
me on my consecration anniversary, only 
four days ago: 


“Oarissime: : 

“Loving congratulations on your thirti- 
eth anniversary. ‘Ad multos annos’ is 
m, prayer for you, your diocese and the 
Church; I cannot tell you all you have 
been to me in all these years. 

“Your most affectionate, 
“(Signed) J. W. 
“Middletown, Conn., Jan. 31, 1899.” 


And his prayers will still avail and 
prevail for me, and for the diocese and for 
the Church, while we remember himin our 
poorer prayers, that he may be numbered 
among “the glorious company of the 
apostles,’ and be “rewarded with God’s 
saints with glory everlasting.” 

Wma. CROSWELL DOANE. 

Feb. 7, A.D. 1899. 


BISHOP WILLIAMS. 


HIS DIRECTNESS AND SIMPLICITY. 


If I were asked to indicate what, among 
other things, of which others will doubt- 
less speak, always impressed me, in the 
late Bishop of Connecticut, I should say 
his directness and simplicity. I wrote 
him, often, in one or other of those 
perplexities in which we all turned to 
him; and his answer, or counsel, was al- 
ways clear, candid, explicit. If he did 
not know, he frankly said he did not 
know. If he had an opinion or convic- 
tion, he as frankly uttered it. In a ser- 
mon, yesterday, delivered on the birth- 
day of the latter, I ventured to bracket 
him with Lincoln—the two so unlike in 
their traditions and training, so often 
like in their unadorned and columnar di- 
rectness and simplicity. Bishop Wil- 


\\ 


liams’s pine coffin and plain black suit 
were fine notes of his impatience of cost- 
ly ornament or personal display. No 
more beautiful example has been given to 
the Church than his modest home, his 
frugal and inexpensive surroundings, his 
large indifference to the decorative and 
the ornamental. His learning, his rare 
powers (the two things are by no means 
identical) of imparting learning; his un- 
wearied devotion to the work of his great 
office; his tenacity of opinion or, rather, 
conviction, in matters of the Faith, 
coupled with a noble charity—I wish I 
could violate the privacy of others and il- 
lustrate this—toward those who differed 
from him; his stately presence; his power 
in the pulpit; his influence over men—all 
these the Church has large reason grate- 
fully to remember. But not less, in an 
age over-given to ostentation, tawdriness, 
and mere ornamentation in men’s wor- 
ship and persons, has it reason to hold 
in grateful memory the consistent ex- 
ample which he gave us all of masculine 
and dignified simplicity. 
Henry C. Potter. 


JOHN WILLIAMS, BISHOP OF 
CONNECTICUT. 


BY ROBERT CLARKSON TONGUE. 


Saint of Northumbria! 
land prize 
Her priestly scholar and revere his 
name, 
The long millennium doth not dim the 
eyes 
Of those whose lamps are kindled at his 
flame. 
First of a dynasty that has no end, 
This is the teacher’s heritage, to mark 
The lives of men unborn, 2nd so to send 
His ageless purpose gleaming down the 
dark. 


Well may Eng- 


New England Baeda, thou of yesterday, 
The years are all before thee. Year on 
year 
Shall speed thy purpose on its widening 
way, 
When we are dust who looked upon thy 
bier. 
We bear thine impress, we are of thy line, 
And we shall be forgot; the torch we 
hold 
Was of thy lighting, that more clear shall 
shine 
After the long millennium is told. 


Berkeley Divinity School, Feb. 10, 1899. 


BISHOP WILLIAMS AS A SCHOLAR. 


Bishop Williams’s mind must have been 
built from the first on the model of the 
scholar. Although he was wont to at- 
tribute his knowledge of the classics to 
the fact that he studied in an old-fash- 
ioned school, where there were two les- 
sons in grammar each day, “well whipped 
in,” yet it is hard to believe that Greek or 
Latin ever caused him much trouble. 
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And certainly he remembered well, and 
could quote readily and to advantage, his 
Homer and Virgil and Horace, and other 
authors less commonly known. When a 
new edition of Persius came out not so 
very many years ago, ue re-read the 
satires, and made at once a beautiful 
t-unslation into verse of that fine passage 
in which the writer acknowledges his 
obligations to his old tutor Cornutus; and 
the writer remembers with gratitude how 
he once called his attention to a short 
poem of Claudian which contains a 
graceful description of the happy life of 
the simple countryman. He had a like 
pleasure in the study of all polite litera- 
ture, his taste having been moulded from 
the first by a father with an enthusiastic 
admiration for Sir Walter Scott, whose 
writings the future bishop began to read 
when he was four years old, and never 
laid aside. It made a strange parallel be- 
tween the working of his mind and the 
late Dean Stanley’s, besides the delight in 
‘this romance of history which they had 
in common, that Bishop Williams had a 
dislike, and at least professed a lack of 
aptitude, for mathematical studies; and 
at one time the whole tenor of his life 
was nearly changed by the fact that the 
only position which his alma mater seemed 
able to offer him was that of a Professor 
of Mathematics, which he knew he could 
not accept. The Professorship of History 
and Literature which he held during his 
presidency was admirably suited to him, 
as he was admirably suited to it; and as 
he studied and taught history and litera- 
ture, they were not two departments of 
thought and activity, but each illustrated 
and completed the other. 

In his theological work, he learned 
from Dr. Jarvis to go to original sources 
and “‘verify his references”; and if he had 
to search all the tomes of St. Augustine’s 
works, only to be sure that a certain fa- 
miliar quotation (“In necessariis unitas,” 
etc.), was not to be found there, it was 
time well spent. .Those who read the ref- 
erences, as well as the text, in his lecture- 
notes on doctrinal theology, will remem- 
ber. how constant and how full were the 
references to Roman and Protestant di- 
vines as well as to the writers, most of 
them eminent, but others not well known, 
of the English Church; and these were, in 
large part if not entirely, taken at first 
hand and due to a careful study of the 
authors. The writer gained his first ade- 
quate idea of the “painfulness” of the 
bishop’s scholarship (to use an old word), 


when he stated, as if it were a trifle, that. 


he had once read through the whole of 
the prolegomena to Walton’s Polyglot; 
and most of us need to refresh our mem- 
ories as to the number of the huge folio 
pages of small type in Latin, to get an 
adequate idea of what the task was. 

In later years, the bishop was by no 
means negligent of the heavier material 
for study which embodied the work of 
theological scholars. He not only mas- 
tered volumes on different aspects of 
doctrinal theology, Bampton lectures and 
the like, and those on topics or periods of 
ecclesiastical history, of varying degrees 
of dryness, but he read thoroughly the 
introduction volume of Westcott and 


Hort’s Greek Testament, fully as hard 
reading as some Scottish Church history; 
the more delightful pages of Salmon’s In- 
troduction to the New Testament he read 
through twice, and quite recently Mason’s 
volume on the Relations of Confirmation 
to Baptism attracted his careful atten- 
tion. In fact, there was hardly any work 
of importance published by scholars of 
the Isnglish Church or our own which he 
did not read, and hardly any of lasting 


importance which he did not study. At 
the beginning of his work as a theologi- 
enl teacher, he laid out his system of 
theology, and stated, and defended so ful- 
ty his position on certain matters, such as 
the articles of the Creed, the controversy 


with Rome, and the positions of the léng- 
lish Reformation, that in future years he 
could draw upon the materials already 
collected as he had need of them; on 
other topies, such as the doctrine of the 
iucharist and the “Quatuor novissima,” 
he restated his conclusions at a somewhat 
recent day, basing them upon new in- 
vestigations and supporting them by new- 
ly stated arguments. 

Such was the wide range of his 
scholarship and such the way in which 
he had learned to use it, that he made it 
of service to those who were entering up- 
ou the study of divinity and at the same 
time supplied them with material and re- 
ferred them to sources of which they 
might make use as they carried on their 
studies and knew how to work by them- 
selves. And he never forgot the truth 
which he stated in an “improvement” on 
a famous phrase of Juvenal’s and wrote 
at the beginning of his copy of Horne’s 
Introduction, “Nemo repente fuit doctis- 
simus.” SAMUEL HART. 


BP, WILLIAMS AND THE 


BERKELEY DIVINITY SCHOOL 


The graduates of the Berkeley Divinity 
School will never forget the founder of 
that instiution. At their reunions for 
now these many years they have de- 
lighted to honor him and to refresh their 
memories by interchange of anecdote and 
incident concerning him. And the men 
who from this time forth shall go out of 
the school without personal knowledge of 
him will carry the old traditions with 
them. Bishop Williams will be re- 
membered longest in his work as the 
dean of the Berkeley School. 

At the Berkeley reunion in Washington 
at the time of the General Convention a 
message was sent to the faculty, in addi- 
tion to that sent to the bishop, assuring 
them of the loyalty of the alumni. They 
will need that assurance in the present 
crisis. The bishop has so long been fail- 
ing and so much of his work has of ne- 
cessity been in other hands, that the 
word ‘‘crisis” is perhaps too strong to de- 
scribe the situation. The school will go 
on without pause. Dr. Binney has been 
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acting dean long enough to know the ad- 
ministrative work thoroughly, and he has 
the affection and confidence of all the 
Berkeley men. Nevertheless, it must at 
best be a season of anxiety. There will 
be serious problems to solve. It is a 
satisfaction to those who appreciate the 


place which Berkeley has had, and is to 
have, in the life of the Church, that the 
solving of these problems comes to those 
who are able to do it. Berkeley, in the 
nature of things, will be Bishop Wil- 
liams’s best memorial, and by reason of 
his influence it will be a better school for 
the training of a wise, devout and loyal 
ministry. 


SKETCH OF BISHOP WILLIAMS’S 
LIFE. 


Bishop Williams came of good New 
Hngland stock. He was born in that part 


of Deerfield, 
Mass., known as 
Old or North 
Deerfield, in a 
house still stand-- 
ing in that pleas- 
ant village, on 
Aa 2. 230; 1817. 
His father was 
Ephraim Wil- 
liams, who was 


born in 1760, the 
year of the ac- 
cession of King 
George III.; he 
was well known 
as a lawyer and 
in public life, be- 
ginning practice 
as a partner of 
Theodore Sed g- 


wick in Stockbridge, but afterward remov- 
ing to Deerfield, and was editor of the first 
volume of Massachusetts Reports. The 
father of Ephraim Williams was Dr. 


Thomas Williams, 
who was a surgeon 
in the British army 
under Sir William 
Johnson,,and was 
present at the battle 
and massacre at 
Bloody Pond, near 


Lake George, in 
1756, when Thiks 
prother, Colonel 
Ephraim Williams, 
the founder of Wil- 
liams College, met a 
cruel death at the 
hands of the French 
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and Indians. Dr. 
Thomas Williams’s 
wife was a niece of 
the Rev. Colonel 
Elisha Williams, 
rector of Yale Col- 
lege, and both were 
descended from 
Isaac Williams, of 
Newtown, and his 
father, Robert Wil- 
liams, of Roxbury, 
the founder of the 
family in this coun- 
try, who died in 
1693, aged at least a 
hundred years. 
Through his grand- 
mother, the bishop 
was also descended 
from the Rev. John 
Cotton, t he first 
minister of Boston, 
and the Rev. Solo- 
mon Stoddard, of 
Northampton. The 
bishop’s mother, 
much younger than 
her husband, was 
Emily Trowbridge, 
whose mother was 


a daughter of the Rev. Timothy Wood- 
bridge, of Hatfield, through whom he was 
descended from Governor Welles, of Con- 
necticut. 

The future bishop was prepared for 
college in the academies at Deerfield and 
Northfield.and wasentered at Harvard Col- 
lege in 1831, whén he had just completed 
his fourteenth year. His parents had 
been Unitarians; but the young man, 
while at Harvard, largely owing to the 
influence of the Rev. Benjamin Davis 


Winslow, after much discussion and 
study, became in his convictions a 
Churchman. At the end of his sopho- 


more year, with the cordial consent of 
his parents, he came to Trinity (then 
Washington) College, where he was 
brought into close relations with the 
members of the faculty, men of whom he 
always spoke with respect for their learn- 
ing and their character, and in particular 
with the very learned Dr. Samuel 
Farmar Jarvis, who was afterwards his 
teacher in theology. He also began his 
life-long intimacy with Bishop Brownell, 
who had resigned the presidency of the 
college, but was still. residing in Hart- 
ford. His college room-mate was James 
Roosevelt Bayley, then known as ‘“‘Com- 
modore,”’ afterwards Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Newark and Archbishop of 
Baltimore; and among his other class- 
mates were John Turner Wait, afterwards 
LL.D. of the college and long Member of 
Congress, for many years the oldest legal 
practitionerin Connecticut; Robert Tomes. 
to become well known as a physician 
and historian; and Edwin Martin Van 
Deusen, later a prominent clergyman and 


once elected to the presidency of the col- 
lege, Mr. Williams was, even in his early 
years, a brilliant scholar, and though his 
late admission into his class did not al- 
low him to take the highest honors, he 
received a high appointment at gradua- 
tion and delivered a poem on Commence- 
ment Day. While in college he was an 
active member of the Athenaeum Liter- 


ary Society and a contributor to a col- 
lege magazine, called the Hermethenaean. 

Upon his graduation, which was before 
he had completed his eighteenth year, 
Mr. Williams became a candidate for 
Holy Orders in the Church. He entered 
the General Theological Seminary in New 
York, but was soon called from his 
studies by the serious illness of his 
father. After his father’s death, he re- 
sumed his theological studies with the 
Rey. Dr. Jarvis, who had become rector 
of Christ church (now the Church of the 
Holy Trinity) in Middletown. By him 
he was trained in those principles of the- 
ological learning and of strong Church- 
manship which were afterwards so promi- 
nent in his own teaching from the pul- 
pit and in the class-room; and on Sept. 
2, 1838, he and his friend, Abner Jack- 
son, afterwards President of Hobart Col- 
lege and of Trinity College, were ordained 
to the diaconate in Middletown. In the 
preceding year he had entered upon a 
tutorship at Trinity College; there he 
continued for two years longer. In 1840 
he went abroad with his mother and 
spent about a year in England and Scot- 
land, making also a short visit to Paris. 
At Oxford he met Pusey, Newman, 
Keble, Copeland and Isaac Williams, al- 


ready men of influ- 
ence and destined to 
be still better 
known; and while 
there he received a 
copy of the ‘“Athan- 
asian” of Arthur 
Cleveland Coxe, still 
a theological stu- 
dent, and introduced 
him through his 
works to the kindred 
poets of the English 
Church. In Paris he 
acted as chaplain to 
Bishop Luscombe, 
who had been or- 
dained by Scottish 
bishops for work on 
the continent; and 
he was also a wit- 
ness of the grand 
procession at the 
time of the inter- 
ment of the remains 
of Napoleon the 
Great in the In- 
valides. When he 
was travelling in the 
lake country of Eng- 
land, Mrs. Sigourney 
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was with him and 
his mother; and to 
gether they visited 
the poet Words+ 
worth. 

Soon after his re- 
turn from Europe, 
Mr. Williams com- 
pleted his twenty- 
fourth year, and 
was of the canoni- 
eal age for ordina- 
tion to the priest- 
hood. He was or- 
dained b y Bishop 
Brownell on Sept. 
26, 1841, in Christ 
Church, Middletown, 
and became tor a year assistant-minis- 
ter of that parish. On Dr. Jarvis’s res- 
ignation, he declined an offer to become 
his successor, but presently accepted the 
rectorship of St. George’s church, Schen- 
ectady, N. Y. He remained there for 
six years, in a happy pastorate which 
was always affectionately remembered 
both by himself and by those to whom 
he ministered. From the parsonage of 
St. George’s church, in 1844, he dated the 
introduction of a little volume of trans- 


BISHOP WILLIAMS. 


From a photograph taken about 1865. 


lations of Latin hymns under the title 
“Ancient Hymns of Holy Church,” which 
was published at Hartford in the follow- 
ing year, and dedicated to Mr. Coxe, then 
rector of St. John’s church, Hartford, “in 
memory of many conversations on the 
sacred ritual of the Church of God.” A 
part of one of the hymns for Easter, be- 
ginning “Once the angel started back,” 
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was afterwards placed in the Hymnal. 
Four years later he published, dedicating 
it to his parishioners, a volume of 
“Thoughts on the Gospel Miracles,” the 
substance of which had been delivered as 
a course of Lenten lectures. 


In 1848, the Rev. Dr. Silas Totten, who 
had been President of Trinity College for 
eleven years, resigned; and immediately. 


on Aug. 3, the trustees elected Dr. Wil- 
liams (he had received a Doctorate in 
Divinity from Union College in 1847) to 
be his successor. The election was re- 
ceived with great enthusiasm by officers, 
alumni, and students, and by the Church 
and the community at large. In all the 
vigor of youth—the youngest person, it 
is believed, ever chosen to be head of a 
college—a man of graceful and accurate 
and wide scholarship, a born teacher, 
with the heart of a boy and the dignity 
of a man, he entered upon the position at 
a very important time. He maintained 
and advanced the position of the college; 
while, as Professor of History and 
Literature, he gave an inspiration to the 
studies of the undergraduates, with 
whom, as well as for whom, he lived. 
The library funds and the general funds 
were considerably increased; and an in- 
formal theological department was es- 


tablished. The catalogue for 1852-53 and 
that of the following year each contained 
the names of eighty-nine academic stu- 


dents, of whom eighty-five were candi- 
dates for the Arts degree; while in the 
former year there were twenty-three and 


in the latter sixteen theological students. 
The college was thus in a condition 
which betokened great prosperity, while 
the new president was carrying out ina 
manner both scholarly and enthusiastic 
the principles which he had well ex- 
pressed in his inaugural address. 

In 1850 the diocesan convention of Con- 
necticut met at New London, at which 
time the new St. James’s church was con- 
secrated and Bishop Seabury’s remains 
were removed to a resting-place beneath 
the chancel. The convention sermon, on 
the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, was 
delivered by Dr. Williams. In October 
of this year, at the convention of the dio- 
cese of New York, which had been with- 
out a canonically competent bishop since 
the suspension of Bishop B. T. Onder- 
donk, in 1845, it was decided to elect a 
provisional bishop. .On the second 
ballot Dr. Williams, who had received a 
good number of votes at the first, re- 
ceived five more than a majority of the 
votes of the laity, but lacked three of a 


majority of the clerical votes. Five other 
ballots followed, with increasing excite- 
ment, in each of which Dr. Williams had 


a majority of the lay vote, but not quite 
a majority of the clerical vote; and final- 
ly the convention adjourned without 


making an election. In the following 
June (1851) at the convention of the dio- 
cese of Connecticut, Bishop Brownell, 
who six years before had brought the 
matter of an assistant-bishop before the 
convention, asked that an assistant 
might now be chosen. The convention 
acceded to the request; and, on the first 
ballot of the clergy, Dr. Williams re- 
ceived seventy-three out of ninety-seven 
votes, and the lay delegates confirmed 
the nomination by an affirmative vote of 


eighty-seven out of one hundred and one, 
the negative votes, we are told, being due 
not to opposition to Dr. Williams, but to 
doubts as to the expediency of electing 
an assistant. In accepting the election, 
the “unanimity and heartiness” of which 
he gratefully acknowledged, Dr. Williams 
wrote: I am most willing to devote my 
life to the service of a diocese in which 
I was confirmed and received both orders, 
in whose principles I was educated, to 
which I am warmly attached, and whose 
spotless history I reverence and love.”’ 
He was consecrated in St. John’s 
church, Hartford, on Oct. 29, 1851, by 
Bishop Brownell, assisted by the bishops 
of all the other New England dioceses 


and the Bishop of Western New York. 
Bishop Burgess, of Maine, was the 
preacher; and eighty-six clergymen were 
present, most of them, as was noted on 
account of the novelty, wearing sur- 
plices. Bishops Brownell and Williams 
soon made together an extended visita- 
tion of the diocese, the newly consecrated 
assistant preaching, while the senior 
bishop confirmed the candidates and ad- 
dressed them. But very soon nearly the 
whole of the diocesan work devolved up- 
on the junior bishop, Bishop Brownell’s 
health not allowing him to take long 
journeys. Bishop Williams remained 


president of Trinity College until 1853, 
when it became evident that his other 
duties required all his time. He resigned 
at Commencement in that year, and was 
succeeded by the Rev. Dr. Daniel R. 
Goodwin. At the same time he was 
elected vice-chancellor of the college, a 
title which he held until, on the death of 
Bishop Brownell, he became chancellor; 
he was also appointed Lecturer on His- 
tory, and the students of the college had 
the advantage of his learning in this de- 
partment of study for nearly forty years, 
until 1892. 

On Dr. Williams’s retiring from the 
presidency, it seemed best that the theo- 
logical school should take a more formal 


shape; and, largely in consequence of 
liberal gifts of Middletown people, it was 
decided to locate it in that city. A char- 
ter was obtained for it in 1854 under the 
name of the Berkeley Divinity School, in 
honor of the great Dean of Derry and 
Bishop of Cloyne, to whom sound learn- 
ing in America owes so much; the old 
Washington Tavern, more recently Dr. 
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Jarvis’s residence, was purchased, and the 
bishop made that the home of himself 
and his students. A convenient room was |i 
fitted up for an oratory, in which the daily ; ; i 
services were held; the assistance of 
learned clergymen as professors or lec- 
turers was secured; and the work of the 
school, in many ways a typical “school of 
the prophets,’’ was begun. The life there 
was well described, under hardly a veil of 
fiction, by the Rev. Walter Mitchell in his 
“Bryan Maurice.”’ To trace the history 
of the institution thus established would 
be out of place here; it must suffice to say 
that in the course of forty-five years it 
has prepared many candidates for the 
ministry; and it has in them a living 
monument, as it has in its chapel and li- 
brary and other buildings a memorial al- 
most eloquent, to its founder and first 
dean, the instructor and friend of all its 
students, their master in all divinity, but BERKELEY DIVINITY SCHOOL AND EPISCOPAL RESIDENCE. 
especially in the theology of the scholastic 
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type, in the history of the Reformation 
and the whole Roman controversy, and 
in the worship of the Church. 

In those early days of his episcopate 
Bishop Williams made an extensive visi- 
tation of the diocese every year, but with 
much economy of time, not infrequently 
preaching and holding confirmation in 
twenty parishes or even more in the 
course of eight consecutive days. He was 
thus enabled to devote much continuous 
time to his lectures at the Berkeley 
School; and in the summer he made ex- 
cursions to Lake George and the Adiron- 
dacks, not only as 
a fisherman of the 
type of Isaak 
Walton, but also 
as a mountain- 
climber and ex- 
plorer. He was 
one of the first to 
ascend Mount 
Marcy; and he 
travelled about in 
the wild parts of 
New York, al- 
ways uniting 
with the excite- 
ment of the ex- 
plorer the pleas- 
ure which the 
student of his- 
tory has in visit- 
ing and studying 
the places where 
important events 
have taken place. 
In this respect he 
closely resembled 
the eminent Dean 
Stanley, from = 
whom he differed 
so widely in 
many theological 
matters; and 
when the dean 
wes in this coun- 
try and visited |— 
the bishop, their 
special delight | 
was in talking of | 
the scenes of the 
romantic and mo- 
mentousevents 
of the French 
and Indian War. 
But the bishop 
also found time 
for _ theological 
writing; his syl- 
labus on doctrinal 
theology, the ref- 
erences in which 
showed the wide 
extent of his 
re ding, was pre- 
pared at this 
time, as also was 
his full conspec- 
tus, in the form 


of question and answer, of ecclesiastical 
history. And he wrote many valuable 
papers, some of which are preserved in 
the early volumes of the “Church Re- 
view,” and treat of matters of perma- 
nent interest, although their immediate 
occasion has passed into history. 
Bishop Brownell very soon left to his 
assistant the practical administration of 
all the affairs of the diocese; and in 
fact, when, on the death of Bishop Chase 
in 1852, Dr. Brownell became Presiding 
Bishop, the responsible duties of that 
office were also discharged in large part 


THE PRESENT PRESIDING BISHOP. 


The Rt. Rev. Thomas March Clark, D.D., LL.D., 
Bishop of Rhode Island. 
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by Bishop Williams’s hands. When 
Bishop Brownell died, on Jan. 13, 1865, 
the assistant became in title as well as 
in fact the Bishop of Connecticut; but 


the change in title brought him in reality 
no new duties and could not enhance 
either the esteem in which he was held 
or the position which was willingly ac- 
corded to him, either here or elsewhere. 
Already a prominent member of the 
House of Bishops, he became after a 
time the chairman of its committee on 
constitution and canons; when it was 
decided to elect a chairman of the House 
to be assessor to the Presiding Bishop, 
he was chosen to that position; and in 
1887, only twenty-two years from Bish- 
op Brownell’s death, he became himself 


the senior bishop by consecration and 
therefore Presiding Bishop. It is cer- 
tainly noticeable that during the one 
hundred and ten years which have 
elapsed from 1789 since the complete or- 
ganization of the Church in this coun- 
try, Bishops of Connecticut have been the 
senior bishops for nearly one-third of the 
time: Dr. Seabury for twelve years, Dr. 
Brownell for thirteen years, and Dr. Wil- 
liams for twelve years. On the death of 
the aged Bishop of British Guiana, sev- 
eral years ago, Bishop Williams became 
the senior bishop having jurisdiction in 
the whole Anglican communion, and in 
1894, when Bishop Southgate died, he 
became the senior, reckoning from the 
date of consecration, of all the bishops 
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throughout the world in communion with 
the see of Canterbury. As his opportuni- 
ties were enlarged, so his influence in- 
creased; and the burden of the formal 
work attaching to the office of Presiding 
Bishop was little, compared with the de- 
mands made upon his attention and his 
time by the general work of the Church, 
its organized bodies and their commit- 
tees, and also by appeals that were made 
to him to state some theological doc- 
trine, to determine some question of ec- 
clesiastical law, to settle some personal 
controversy, or to find a parish suitable 


for a man or a 
man who would 
be acceptable to 
a parish. With 
all this he united 
work in the Di- 
vinity School, in 
which, though it 
was well furnish- 
ed with a faculty 
of professors and 
lecturers, he kept 
for himself as 
long as possible 
a good share in 
the work of in- 
struction. And 
besides these 
duties for many 
years, as has 
been _ already 
noted, he lec- 


tured to the up- 
per classes in 
Trinity College 
on the outlines of 
general history 
and on the his- 
tory of the Holy 
Roman Empire, 
of England, and 
of the United 
States, giving to 
many young men 
an idea of the 
t rue character 
and meaning of 
history which 
they could not 
have so well at- 
tained in any 
other way. 

Of Bishop Wil- 
liams’s strictly 
episcopal work 
within his dio- 
cese this is not 
the place to 
speak in detail. 
To say that he 
admitted about 
265 young men to 
Holy Orders, and 
that ne Laid 
hands in con- 
firmation upon 
about 48,000 per- 


sons—18,000 more than the whole number 
of communicants now enrolled in Con- 
necticut—is but to suggest the extent and 
influence of that work. And the ser- 
mons which he delivered in the course 
of his visitations, at first written but 
later delivered almost always from mem- 
ory, and still more the special addresses 
which he made to those whom he had 
confirmed, were such as to make a last- 
ing impression and exercise a strong in- 
fluence, These brief addresses were ear- 
nest and practical, dwelling on the im- 
portance of apparently simple duties and 
urging that what God asked of His ser- 
vants was, above all things else, that 
they should be faithful. That they have 


been of great power in moulding the life 
and character of more than one genera- 
tion of Connecticut men and women can- 
not be doubted. 

The bishop’s published works, besides 
those of his earlier years, already 
noticed, were not as numerous or as ex- 
tensive as many hoped that he would 
make them. He delivered but one formal 
charge to his clergy, in 1865, on “Biver- 
lasting Punishment.” In 1883 and the 
two following years he delivered three 
valuable historical sermons in connec- 
tion with the observance of the Seabury 
centenaries; and these, with a sermon 
delivered at Aberdeen in 1884 on the oc- 
casion of the observance of the centenary 
in Scotland, were published in a volume. 
Many of his occasional sermons were 
printed, in large part memorial sermons 
of singular felicity and discernment; and 
his General Convention sermon, de- 
livered in Boston in 1877, was worthy 

-of the occasion and the man. In 1864 he 
edited, with a few additional notes, Bish- 
op Harold Browne’s “Exposition of the 
Thirty-nine Articles’; in 1882 he was ap- 
pointed the first lecturer at the General 
Theological Seminary on the Bishop Pad- 
dock foundation, and gave a course of 
lectures on the English Reformation; 
and in the following year he had the fur- 
ther honor of delivering at Kenyon Col- 
lege the first course of the Bishop Bedell 
Lectures, his topic being “The World’s 
Witness to Jesus Christ’; both of these 
series of lectures were published. An 
historical and doctrinal discussion of the 
seventeenth of the Thirty-Nine Articles, 
“On Predestination and Election,” first 
contributed to the Church Review and 
then republished; was his most notable 
contribution to dogmatic theology; his 
full lecture-notes, though printed for the 
use of his students, as were also his notes 
on ecclesiastical history, were never pub- 
lished. In 1888 he published the first 
part of “Studies in the Book of the Acts 
of the Apostles,” a permanent memorial 
of his lectures on that book and of the 
way in which he approached and ex- 
pounded many very important questions. 

For a few years Bishop Williams was 
unable to make as extended visitations 
as had been his custom, and at times he 
was obliged to withdraw appointments 
which he had made; but, with a little as- 
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sistance from other bishops, he was able 
to carry on all the necessary work of the 
diocese. During a considerable part of 
the year 1895-96 he was unable to go far 
from home; but he attended the diocesan 
convention at St. John’s church, Hart- 
ford, in June, 1896, and presided over it 
with remarkable vigor. In the latter 
part of that month he laid the corner- 
stone of St. Gabriel’s church in East 
Berlin. This and a confirmation in the 
same place on the Sunday before the fol- 
lowing Christmas were his last official 
acts outside of Middletown, and the last 
times that he officiated in a service ex- 
cept at the confirmation of one person in 
the chapel of the Divinity School. In 
the year 1896-97 the needful confirma- 
tions and ordinations in the diocese were 
held by different bishops who were in- 
vited for the purpose; and in the spring 
of 1897 Bishop Williams announced his 
intention of asking the convention of 
the diocese to elect a coadjutor, to whom 
he could assign a large part of his official 


duties. Accordingly, at the convention 
held in Waterbury, the Rev. Chauncey 
Bunce Brewster was elected, and he was 
consecrated on Oct. 28, 1897. 

Yet though for some time unable to 
leave the house and practically con- 
fined to his bed, the bishop kept a con- 
stant interest in the affairs of the Church, 
both here and abroad, and in many de- 
tails of administration; and at the same 
time he continued his wide acquaintance 
with works of literature and of history. 
In all his life he was a student of men 
and of events; and his ever active mind 
was occupied with the record of what had 
been done and the possibilities of the 
future. Toward the close of January he 
was attacked by the grip in a mild form 
that caused at first but little anxiety. He 
was, however, unable to resist the 
treacherous disease, and passed away 
quite unexpectedly at about six o’clock 
on the evening of Feb. 7, his mind clear 


and active to the last. 
SAMUEL HART. 


Middletown.—The funeral of Bishop Wil- 
liams was held in the Church of the Holy 
Trinity, on Friday, Feb. 10, at two o’clock. 
During the morning hours the body lay in 
state in St. Luke’s, the chapel of the Berke- 
ley Divinity School, where it was tenderly 
watched by the students of the school, of 


which the bishop was founder and head. 
Hundreds of the bishop’s friends came to 
take a last look at the face of him whom all 
had loved so well. At the hour appointed for 
the services, not only was the church filled 
to its utmost capacity, but the chapel in 
which the clergy were to vest was thronged 
with a great concourse of clergy, not only 
from the diocese but from all over New Eng- 
land, while New York state was represented 
by many of the most eminent clergy in its 
several dioceses. Before the service the 
casket containing the body of the great bish- 
op was borne by the students of the Divinity 
School and deposited before the altar. It 
bore the simple inscription: ‘“‘John Williams, 
fourth Bishop of Connecticut. Born, Aug. 
80, 1817. Died, Feb. 7, 1899.” 

In accordance with the bishop’s wishes, 
everything pertaining to the funeral was of 
the quietest and most dignified character. 
The funeral procession passed from the 
chapel to the chancel to the subdued tones of 
the organ, Bishop Doane reading the sen- 
tences. The choir of Holy Trinity sang the 
chants and after the bishop had read the 
lesson, ‘“‘Rock of Ages’? was solemnly and 
beautifully sung. Bishop Doane, in rich and 
resonant voice, rendered doubly effective un- 
der the stress of his own deep emotion, said 
the Committal and concluded the service. 
Retiring slowly from the great church, Dr. 
Townsend bore the pastoral staff before Bish- 
op Brewster, following whom came the 
officiating bishop, the Bishops of Maine, Ver- 
mont, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Western 
New York, Brazil and the Bishop-coadjutor 
of Rhode Island. 

Before unvesting, Bishop Brewster called a 
yeeting of all the clergy present. He touch- 
ingly referred to ‘‘the prince and leader who 
had fallen in Israel’’ and requested the clergy 
of the diocese to drape portions of their 
churches in mourning. With pathetic voice 
he asked the prayers of the Church for all 
the bishop’s great family of spiritual sons 
and daughters, and for himself. Bishop 
Doane thereupon, being called to the chair, 
appointed the secretary of the diocese secre- 
tary of the meeting, and then spoke in tender 
and touching terms of him whom ‘God had 
taken away from our head to-day.” “The 
message is the same as to those men of old, 
‘Hold ye your peace.’’’ He then explained 
how he came to be the sole officiant at the 
service. Bishop Williams requested that 
only one clergyman should officiate at his 
funeral. The president representing the 
Standing Committee had asked him to per- 


form this last sad duty for his beloved friend. 
“Tt was my happy lot to have served under 
him in this diocetve in years gone by, and, 
among all those who loved him, I venture to 
think, none loved more than myself.’’ The 
bishop read a telegram of sympathy from the 
Bishop o: Georgia. A committee, consisting of 
the officers of the meeting and Bishop Neely, 
Dr. Vibbert, Dr. Lines, Dr. Grint and Dr. Binney, 
were appointed to draft suitable resolutions. 
The signatures of all the clergy present were 
secured for record. Bishop Doane then placed 
the pastoral staff in the hands of Bishop 
Brewster and declared tne meeting adjourned. 
Bishop Potter was present at the services 
(though not in the procession) together with 
large delegations representing the Board of 
Missions, the Woman’s’ Auxiliary, the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew and the Daughters 
of the King. The vestry of Trinity church, 
New Haven, attended in a body. Bishop 
Brewster officiated at the interment, which 
was private. The honorary pall-bearers were: 
The Rev. Drs. S. O. Seymour, of Litchfield; 
WwW. G. Andrews, of Guilford; Sylvester 
Clark, of Bridgeport; the Rev. Messrs. F. W. 
Braithwaite, of Stamford; F. T. Russell, D.D., 
of Waterbury; Louis French, of Darien; Peter 
L. Shepard, of Clinton, and Samuel Hart, 
D.D., of Trinity College, Hartford. 

The body of Bishop Williams rests beside 
that of his mother, in beautiful Indian Hill 
Cemetery. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY. 


CONSECRATION OF BISHOP OF CONNECTICUT BY ScoTTISH BISHOPS. 


SAMUEL SEABURY, D.D. 


Yale 1759 ~. 

Yale 1723 oar 
<< 

Yale 757, aaa aed 

weenie. Lee Andrews, Samuel 

Columbia 176L——~_ ~~ Amol, Jonathan 

Yale 1762 oP oy ~+Beach, Abraham 


PS Beach, John 


Yale 1714 ~ 
Beardsley, John 
Yale 1729. " By 


oe Bostwick, Gideon Feb. 24, 1770 
Yale 55 ea es Browne, Daniel died in Enge March 22, 1723 


Nov. 14, 1784 


OrpDaInED DEACON, 
Aug. 23, 1761 
1735 or 1736 
May 17) 1767 

1732 
23, 1761 


Aug. 


ORDINATIONS OF CANDIDATES FROM CONNECTICUT BY ENGLISH BISHOPS- 


Nors.—Those whose names are marked with a + returned to duty without the Colony. 


ORDAINED PRIEST.. 
Aug. 24, 1761 
1735 or 1736 


June 14, 1768 


1732 


Aug. 24, 1761 


Mar. 11, 1770 


March 31, 1723. 


Yale 1724 Browne, Isaac 1733 1733. 
hi Camp, Ichabod March 22, 1752 March 25, 1752 
Yale 1736— ~Caner, Henry 1727 1727 
Yale 1762 a Caner, Richard 1741 or 1742 1741 or 1742 
Yale 1745 a Clarke, Richard Samuel Feb. 1767 Fevbe 1767 
EH 1701 —————- Colton, Jonathan de on voyage Mare 1752 Mare 1752 
th ——-——- Cutler, Timothy home March 22, 1723 March 31, 1723. 
Yale 1758 - Davies, Thomas Aug. 23, 1761 Aug. 24, 1761 
Yale 1737 ——— . Dean, Barzillai lost at sea Nov. 21,1745 Nov. 1745 
Via len 3 4. renew LID ec; benezer Sept 1748 Sept. 1748 
Yale 1758 —_$— Hubbard, Bela ; Feb. 5, 1764 Feb. TQ, 1764 
tS) PG ES Abraham Feb. 5, 1764 Feb. 19, 1764 
Ace a . Johnson, Samuel March 22, 1723 March 31, 1723 
ale -Kneeland, Ebenezer 1765 1765, 
Yale | store Lamson, Joseph 1744 or 1745 1744 Or 1745, 
eae LA pee ae ara scel, Jeremiah June 5, 1748 June 19, 1748 
»Mansfield, Richard Aug 7, 1748 Aug 1748: 
Yale 1745 ae i erchall, John Rutgers Jul 1771 July 1771 
Yale 1741-—— _ 2 rd 
eo EN Christopher July 25, 1755 July 27, 1755 
olumbia ~Nichols, James 1774 1774 
Yale Arie E Solomon — Oct. 1754 Oct 1754 
vo) 1771 -Peters, Samuel 1759 1759 
ee 1729 ee Punderson, Ebenezer —_—— 1734 1734 
iawaie ey -Scovill, James a 1759 Apre 1,1759 
parep yo! eee Seabury, Samuel 1731 1731 
Yale kes ae Seabury, Samuel Dec. 21,1753 Dec. 23, 1753 
Vatieam 17517 +Thompson, Ebenezer 1743 1743 
Heey 1724 . Tyler, John June 241768 June 29, 1768 
748 Viets, Roger 1763 1763 
Yale 1 +Watkins, Hezekiah 1743 —_ 1743 
Yale 1733 -tWetmore, James July 25, 1723 —— 1723 
Yale 1765 Whole number, 38. 
Yale 1758 
TeLe°L/37 
Yale 1714 
ADDENDA AND DESERVING OF MENTION 
Yale 1755: Babcock, Luke awemenl 770 j= § aaaae aly Aree 
Yale 1745 —— Chandler, Thomas Bradbury 
Yale 1748 Johnson, William d, in Eng. of smallpox June 20, 1756, aet.25 
Yale 1726 Miner, Richardson Captured by French, Died at Salisbury, Eng- 
land, 1744, aet. 40, before recg. orders. 
Yale 1748——— Ogilvie, John — ? Received orders in Scottish Church. 
Yale 1753 Usher, James —Died in French prison before ordination, 1758 aet, 24 
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